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ABOUT USTA COLORADO: 
THE COLORADO TENNIS ASSOCIATION

Founded in 1955, USTA Colorado is a district affiliate 
of the United States Tennis Association, and the govern-
ing body of tennis in Colorado. Its mission is to promote 
and develop the growth of tennis in Colorado, coordi-
nating recreational and competitive tennis opportuni-
ties for players of all ages, abilities, and backgrounds. 
A not-for-profit organization, USTA Colorado invests 
100% of its resources into growing the game. 

We provide grants to organizations that want to intro-
duce tennis to their communities and we offer schol-
arships to junior players who seek to take their game 
to the next level. We coordinate adult league play for 
more than 35,000 players across the state, and offer 
programs for junior players of all ages and abilities. Our 
sanctioned tournament schedule included more than 
170 events this year, including opportunities for players 
of all ages and abilities.

We are in the parks. We are in recreation centers and 
in private clubs. We are in schools helping physical edu-
cation teachers introduce our kids to a game that they 
can play for a lifetime, keeping them fit and healthy. We 
believe that fundamental tennis principles like sports-
manship, hard work and personal responsibility trans-
late into every area of life. Through tennis we are helping 
people realize their potential both on and off the court.

We are 23,000 members strong, but our scope is not 
confined to those players alone. We represent the hun-
dreds of thousands of tennis players in our state, provid-
ing information and opportunities to play for each and 
every one of them. We reach out to all players, includ-
ing those of diverse cultural backgrounds, mentally and 
physically challenged athletes, and under-served com-
munities. Diversity and Inclusion are strategic priorities 
and core values for USTA Colorado. The more we include 
diverse perspectives and experiences, the more we able 
to advance diversity and make inclusion a reality.

usta colorado
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uSTA COLOrAdO 

Keeping your eye on the ball is an important first principle in learning to play tennis. It is also an 
essential part to the success of any organization. In 2014, USTA Colorado 
invested substantially in its mission to support and grow the game of ten-
nis in Colorado, emphasizing collaboration and innovation. We brought 
together industry leaders from over 40 public and private Colorado facilities 
with local, Sectional and National USTA staff; conducted state-wide tour-
nament directors workshops in order to listen and discuss best-practices 
for sanctioned tournaments; engaged the Asian and Latino communities 
through our Nationally recognized Breaking the Barriers 2.0 series; and, 
importantly, we implemented both the A.C.E one/two-day events and mul-
tiple match formats for junior tournaments and formalized our Adopt-a-
Schools program that connects schools with providers. Add to this one of 
the most successful Hall of Fame Gala events that raised over $20,000 for 
youth tennis in Colorado and its easy to see why 2014 was a memorable 
year for USTA Colorado. 

Looking broadly, 36,000 players participated in one or more of our 11 league offerings; repre-
senting a 2.4% increase. Sanctioned tournament participation was mixed, however, with increases 
in Adult Championship and Family divisions and decreases in NTRP and Senior divisions. More 
juniors participated in organized tennis events in 2014 which helped us exceed USTA National 
Dashboard goals for our District. Increases were seen in the areas of PE Tennis Programs and 
registration in Kids Clubs and Play days. Finally, our Nationally recognized Junior Team Tennis 
(JTT) program also saw increased participation in all age divisions, with youth aged 10 and under 
leading the way. At a time where youth and adult participation in recreational and live competitive 
sports is declining around the country, these numbers are encouraging and speak to the positive 
social, physical and emotional impacts that tennis can have on people. 

Lastly, I want highlight the fact that none of what was accomplished in 2014 could done without 
the hard work and dedication of USTA Colorado staff and volunteers, many of whom received 
invitations to serve on National task forces and committees, and the wider tennis community. It’s 
been an amazing and fruitful collaboration and ones that will contribute to the growth of tennis 
for many years to come. 

Play hard, play often, and don’t forget to have fun. 

a message from the presidents

Brett haBerstick – President

Executive director Fritz Garger
Associate Executive director Lisa Schaefer
Administrative Assistant Anita Cooper
Accountant Theresa Dickson
Adult League Programs director/IT Coordinator Jason Rogers
Adult League Coordinator  Kent Waryan
Adult League Coordinator Taylor McKinley
Adult League Coordinator Jarret Sutphin
Junior recreation director Dan Lewis
Community development director Kristy Harris
Community Youth & SchoolTennis Coordinator Kristy Jenkins
Community Youth Tennis Coordinator Cindy MacMaster 
Marketing/diversity director Paula McClain
Publications/Communications director Kurt Desautels
Player development/Tournament director  Jason Colter

uSTA COLOrAdO STAFF

INdEPENdENT CONTrACTOrS
Information Technology/Technical Support director Gary Goff
School Tennis Clinicians      Janna Albers, Andy Benson, Dave Boon, 

Julie Ciarvella, Loretta Conway, Nicole Hola,
 Hugo Jimenez, Vicky Matarazzo, Linda Schley

Colorado Tennis Advertising Karen Engel
Star Search      Frank Adams, Hugo Jimenez,

Tobias Ortegon, George Tavarez
Team Colorado directors Randy Ross, Carey Brading
Team Colorado Coaches       Simona Bruetting, Marshall Carpenter, 

Kendall Chitambar, Leslie Davis, 
Mary Lynn Garger, Mike Humphrey, 

Rhona Kaczmarczyk, Miikka Keronen, Gay West

LEAguE COOrdINATOrS
Junior Leagues (Northern CO) Cindy MacMaster
Junior Leagues (Southern CO) Mike Humphrey
Adult Leagues (Northern CO) Diane Westlind
Adult Leagues (Southern CO) Jean Orton, Susan Swarmer
Adult Leagues (Mountain) Shelley Freeman
Adult Leagues (Western Slope) Kathy Elliott
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COLOrAdO YOuTh TENNIS FOuNdATION
With the end of 2014, my last term as President of the Colorado Youth Tennis Foundation’s (CYTF) Board of Trustees 

comes to an end. I want to express my thanks and gratitude to all the Board members, USTA Colorado staff and all of 
those who have contributed to the CYTF in countless different ways to make 2014 one of the best years for the CYTF 
in several years. Without you, all the joy and happiness we brought to the kids of 
Colorado would not be possible! With that being said, I want to highlight some of our 
major accomplishments for 2014:

•  Grants and Scholarship Program   Over the past decade, the CYTF has supported 
215 community-based organizations, reaching tens of thousands of kids and has 
awarded 542 special need scholarships, giving those kids access to tennis and the 
important life skills it teaches. In 2014 alone, we awarded 10 Grants, 17 Special 
Need Scholarships and 7 Camp Scholarships. 

•  Star Search / School Tennis / 10 and Under  In 2014 the CYTF continued to part-
ner with USTA Colorado on important initiatives that advance the growth of tennis 
in under-served communities statewide, including Star Search and the “Adopt a 
School” initiative, which extends the tennis experience beyond PE class and into 
the community by connecting established tennis program providers to nearby 
school.

•  Racquets for All  In 2014, we continued the Racquets for All program by distributing 634 tennis racquets, 2,700 
dozen tennis balls and 442 covers/bags/equipment/clothing to 33 organizations and individuals combined. Since 
the fall of 2008, just a smidge over 6 years, this program has collected 4,673 racquets, 45,000 dozen balls and a 
variety of other tennis equipment and clothing and has distributed them to those kids in need.

•  Diversity  The CYTF works to insure that the tennis programs for our youth reflect the diverse cultures that are 
present in Colorado. In 2014, the CYTF supported USTA Colorado’s Diversity programs for the Asian and Hispanic 
communities. In addition, the Grant and Scholarship applications as well as the Racquets for All Equipment 
Request forms, were made available in Spanish to help overcome potential language barriers that may inhibit kids 
from taking advantage of many of the programs available through the CYTF.

•  Fundraising  The CYTF’s main fundraising vehicles are the Colorado Tennis Hall of Fame & Annual Awards Gala, the 
Punk Relic Memorial Funds Charity Doubles Tournament, Affiliated Events and generous donations from a number 
of sources. Due to the overwhelming success of each of these events, new partnerships developed in 2014, a fresh 
new look to the CYTF web page and of course, all of our generous donors, in 2014 we exceeded our budgeted rev-
enue by a wide margin and ended the year well ahead of our budget for the first time in several years.

As you can see, 2014 was a spectacular year for the CYTF and in 2015 I look forward to working with the new 
President of the CYTF Board and especially all of our wonderful and generous supporters to continue the growth of 
the CYTF and the positive impacts that we are making on the youth of Colorado. 

tom talmadge – Past President

delegates At-Large
Brett Haberstick (Nederland), President
Laurie Anderson (Greeley), Secretary
Ed Anderson (Thornton)
Taryn Archer (Denver), Past President
John Martinez (Denver)
Rachel Morley (Denver)
Carolyn Peters (Highlands Ranch), Treasurer
George Tavarez (Castle Rock)
Debbie Yoder (Denver)

regional representatives
Aaron Clay (Western Slope)
Carol Baily (Mountain)
Angela Finan (Boulder), Vice President
Dave Hill (Northern Colorado)
Mike Humphrey (Southern Colorado)

Special Category Members 
Barry Riddle (Colorado Tennis Umpires Association)
Nora Harrison (Diversity)
Ron Steege (U.S. Professional Tennis Association)
Bill Trubey (Wheelchair Tennis)

uSTA COLOrAdO BOArd OF dIrECTOrS

CYTF BOArd OF TruSTEES*
Tom Talmadge, President
Sylvia Johansen, Treasurer
Cindy McLemore
Janice Simpson
Allison Stewart, Secretary
George Tavarez
Clinton Vessels III, Vice President
Andy Zodin
Dennis Ralston (Honorary)
Randy Ross (Honorary)
Jeff Salzenstein (Honorary)

*  Board of Trustees directly oversees all disbursements 
of scholarships and grants for the CYTF.
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volunteer structure
uSTA COLOrAdO (COLOrAdO TENNIS ASSOCIATION)
Roles and Working Relationships
(includes CYTF structure)

Executive director’s role: Leadership/Management
• Recommend and execute the vision/strategy/objectives.
• Manage USTA Colorado & CYTF programs, resources and budgets.
• Direct USTA Colorado & CYTF staff and day-to-day activities.
• Provide leadership to the Board and constituents.

Staff roles: Operations and Program Support
• Coordinate program execution.
• Provide professional management expertise.
• Maintain the integrity of the budgets. 
• Support the activities of USTA Colorado & CYTF committees and leadership.

President’s role: Leadership
• Leadership of the Board and organization

director and Trustee’s roles: Leadership
• Determine vision/strategy/objectives.

• Develop resources and approve budgets.
• Create policy and oversee management.

• Direct community liaison and recruit leadership.
• Assist in programs (as desired/appropriate).

Executive Committee & Audit Committee’s role: Leadership
• Finance/Audit

• Rules
• Technical

Focus groups’ roles: Projects and Programs
• Consideration of new program ideas.

Racquets For All 
Committee

Focus Groups

Nominating Committee
Nominating Committee

Executive 
Director
& Staff

USTA CO 
Board of Directors

& President

Executive Committee
–––––––––––––
Finance Committee
Rules Committee
Tech. Committee

CYTF 
Board of Trustees

& President

Adult
Programs

Committee

Diversity 
& Inclusion
Committee

Player 
Development
Committee

Junior
Recreation
Committee

Tournament
Committee

Seeding &
Ranking 

Committee

Marketing
Committee

Awards
Committee

Communications
Committee

Sponsorship
Committee

Executive 
Committee

Community
Development
Committee
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committees
AduLT PrOgrAMS COMMITTEE

Judy Anderson—Chair
Taryn Archer
Alden Bock
Cliff Digby
Scott Langs
Mike Shellman
Tom Van De Hey

ANNuAL AwArdS COMMITTEE
Lena Elliott—Co-Chair
Richard Hillway—Co-Chair
Patti Bowman
Angela Finan
Pius Mozia
Tom Van De Hey

COMMuNICATIONS COMMITTEE
Dave Hill—Chair
Brett Haberstick
Rachel Morley
Bill Trubey

COMMuNITY dEvELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Vicky Matarazzo—Chair
Michelle Arend
Susan Bolton
Dave Boon
Bethany Brookens
Carolyn Peters
Jesse Rodriguez
Gary Reese
Paula Wolff

dISTrICT LEAguE APPEAL COMMITTEE
Tom Van De Hey—Chair
Susan Hommel
Mike Shellman

dISTrICT LEAguE grIEvANCE COMMITTEE
Alden Bock—Chair
Judy Anderson
Taryn Archer
Becky Dickson
Dave Lehman

dISTrICT NTrP OvErSIghT grOuP
Alden Bock—Chair
Leslie Davis
Tom Van De Hey

dIvErSITY & INCLuSION COMMITTEE
Akiji Koiwalakai—Chair
Frank Adams
Wayne Bennett
Voradel Carey
Alvin Cooper
Apagito A. Delacruz
Nora Harrison
Shadia Lemus
John Nelson
Jess Sporte
Jennifer Williams

JuNIOr rECrEATION COMMITTEE
Laurie Anderson—Chair 
Frank Adams
Judy Anderson
Michele Crouse
Diane Daniels
Gonzo Garcia
Vicki Holthus
Mike Humphrey 
Doug Kazarozian
Linda Schley

MArkETINg COMMITTEE 
Rachel Morley—Chair
Abel Corral
Rise Jones
Wy Livingston
Mike Medina
James Selak

NOMINATINg COMMITTEE
Lena Elliott
Steve Henson
Tom Van De Hey

PLAYEr dEvELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Cindy MacMaster—Chair
Angela Finan
Mike Humphrey
Nicole Kenneally
Randy Ross

rACquETS FOr ALL COMMITTEE 
David Thompson – Chair
Jerry Eddy
Christian Hawley
Rachel Morley
Diane Selke
Susan Swarmer
Tom Talmadge
 

rANkINg COMMITTEE
Jon Messick—Chair
Tom Clark
Jody Knudsen

TOurNAMENT COMMITTEE
Steve Henson—Chair
Duke Paluch
Mike Shellman
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membership / local
DISTRICT / SECTIONAL mEmBERSHIP

For the first time in a decade, Colorado membership has declined, reflecting the 
National trend that began several years ago. Junior membership has been up and 
down in recent years, but 2014 saw a precipitous drop (>300) while adult member-
ship dipped for the first time since 2004.
 
The trend was repeated throughout the Intermountain Section, which saw a 3% 

decline in overall membership. Last year, half the districts reported membership 
decreases. In 2014, every District saw a decline.

But as membership has declined, organized participation has remained strong. 
Junior tournament participation and adult league participation (both of which 
require a USTA membership) reached record highs in 2014.
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COLOrAdO MEMBErShIP ThrOugh ThE YEArS

2014 InTeRmoUnTAIn membeRShIP by DISTRIcT 
USTA InTeRmoUnTAIn SecTIon (39,303)
PeRcenTAGe oF ToTAl membeRShIP/IncReASe oVeR 2013

Colorado 58% -1.43%
Utah 13% -5.72%
Nevada 11% -3.59%
Idaho 11% -6.01%
Montana 5% -1.27%
Wyoming 2% -14.85%

IntermountaIn 100% -3.04%

IdaHo    4,364

WYomInG    694
montana    1,867

neVada    4,184 utaH    5
,291

Colorado  22,903
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SoutHern CalIFornIa    43,246

NATIONAL mEmBERSHIP
For the third consecutive year, USTA membership has 
declined nationally, dropping from a high of more than 
780,000 in 2011 to just over 714,000 last year.

In contrast, total tennis participation nationwide has 
continued to grow, up several percentage points over 
the previous year. Meanwhile, the latest Tennis Industry 
Association study reveals that there is a latent demand of 
more than 15 million non-tennis players who have indicated 
that they are interested in playing tennis, plus another 
13 million Americans who considered themselves tennis 
players but who didn’t play in the previous year.

While the percentage of frequent players over the age of 
45 is approaching 44%, youth tennis participation has also 
grown in both tournaments and Junior Team Tennis.

A recent study shows that even fewer than 5% of kids age 
6 play tennis, that number grows consistently throughout 
a player’s teen years. By age 17, that number has climbed 
to more than 11%, outpacing soccer, baseball, football and 
volleyball.

membership / national

2014 USTA membeRShIP by SecTIon
USTA nATIonAl (714,067)
PeRcenTAGe oF ToTAl membeRShIP/IncReASe oVeR 2013 (742,340)

IntermountaIn    39,303

neW enGland    31,882

mIddle StateS    29,312

PaCIFIC nortHWeSt    24,389
mISSourI ValleY    21,898SoutHWeSt    12,636

nortHern    11,751
HaWaII PaCIFIC    6,443

CarIBBean     5,057
InternatIonal    3,259

mId-atlantIC    36,104

SoutHern    175,350

mIdWeSt    82,497

teXaS    53,242

nortHern CalIFornIa    51,505

eaStern    44,037

FlorIda    41,856

Section 2014 2013 # Diff % Diff %Total

Southern 175,350 181,875 -6,525 -3.59% 24.56
Midwest 82,497 87,121 -4,624 -5.31% 11.55
Texas 53,242 54,668 -1,426 -2.61% 7.46
Northern California 51,505 51,749 -244 -0.47% 7.21
Eastern 44,037 46,719 -2,682 -5.74% 6.17
Southern California 43,246 44,010 -764 -1.74% 6.06
Florida 41,856 45,020 -3,164 -7.03% 5.86
IntermountaIn 39,303 40,536 -1,233 -3.04% 5.50
Mid-Atlantic 36,104 38,329 -2,225 -5.81% 5.06
New England 31,882 33,086 -1,204 -3.64% 4.46
Middle States 29,312 30,726 -1,414 -4.60% 4.10
Pacific NW 24,689 24,961 -272 -1.09% 3.46
Missouri Valley 21,898 22,906 -1,008 -4.40% 3.07
Southwest 12,636 12,893 -257 -1.99% 1.77
Northern 11,751 12,577 -826 -6.57% 1.65
Hawaii Pacific 6,443 6,761 -318 -4.70% 0.90
Caribbean 5,057 5,166 -109 -2.11% 0.71
International 3,259 3,237 22 0.68% 0.46
uSta total 714,067 742,340 -28,273 -3.81% 100.00
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altona middle school
apex Park & recreation district
arapahoe tennis club
aria spa & club
aspen glen club
aspen meadows tennis
Basalt recreation department
Battlement mesa activity
Bear creek swim & tennis
Bear Valley association
Berkeley Park tennis club
Big thompson tennis academy
Bookcliff country club
Boulder tennis association
Bow mar tennis club
Broadmoor golf club
castle Pines Village tennis
centennial elementary school
chaparral high school
cherry hills country club
city of aurora
city of glenwood springs
city of longmont
city of wheat ridge
city Park racquet club
college View elementary
colorado athletic club inverness
colorado college
colorado high school activities association
colorado school of mines tennis
colorado springs country club
colorado springs racquet club
colorado springs sport association
colorado state university
colorado tennis association
colorado tennis umpires association
colorado wheelchair tennis foundation
colorado youth tennis foundation
columbine country club
columbine knolls recreation district
commerce city Boys & girls club
corey speaks
cottonwood creek elementary school
country club of colorado
creek court club
crestmoor community association
crown mountain recreation district
cs metro tennis llc
delta county tennis association

dennison elementary
denver area tennis enthusiasts
denver country club
denver north tennis
denver Parks&recreation citywide sports
devil’s thumb homeowners’ association
district 50 education foundation
eastmoor swim & tennis club
eastside tennis association
eaton tennis association
evergreen Park & recreation district
evergreen tennis club
fairmount elementary school
falcon elementary school
fort collins country club
fort collins tennis association
fort collins tennis club
fox hill country club
fremont elementary school
french elementary
garden of the gods club
gates tennis center
genesee tennis
glenmoor country club
golden tennis association
governor’s ranch hoa
graland country day school
grand junction tennis club
granite realty
grant ranch master hoa
greeley central high school
green oaks cta
greenwood athletic & tennis club
heritage christian school
heritage eagle Bend community tennis association
heritage elementary
heritage greens association
heritage Village homeowners association
highland meadows tennis center
highlands ranch
highlands ranch community association
homestead court club
homestead farm ii hoa
homestead in the willows
hyland hills recreation
i have a dream of Boulder county
irish elementary
jewish community center
junction indoor tennis center

ken caryl community ranch center
keystone tennis center
knolls cta
lakeshore athletic club
lakewood tennis association
laradon hall
legacy high school
lewis tennis school
liberty common schools
life time athletic-centennial
life time fitness-colorado springs
longmont athletic club
longmont tennis association
lopez elementary school
loveland Parks & recreation dept.
loveland tennis association
mckee medical center foundation
meadow creek tennis & fitness club
meadows swim & tennis
mesa ridge high school
metropolitan state university of denver
miramont lifestyle fitness
monument hill country club
mount Vernon country club
nederland tennis association
niwot tennis association
normandy estates
north jeffco tennis club
Pinehurst country club
Pinery country club
Piney creek
Point athletic club
Poudre school district mtn schools
Pueblo Parks & recreation
Pueblo tennis center
Pueblo tennis club inc.
Pueblo west high school
ranch country club
randy ross tennis center
red feather lakes elementary
remington elementary
renner sports surfaces
ricardo flores magon academy
river Valley ranch masters association
rmtc Boulder llc
salida communitytennis association
skyline acres swim/tennis club
skyview middle school
smuggler racquet club

snowmass club
soaring hawk elementary
south suburban Parks & recreation
st thomas more catholic school
stangeland tennis, llc
steamboat springs high school
steamboat tennis association
stem magnet lab school
stonegate Village metropolitan district
stove Prairie elementary
summit ridge middle school
summit tennis
sundance hills tennis association

sunrise elementary
tennis association of greeley
tennis center at steamboat springs
tennis mania inc
tga tennis of arapahoe county
the aspen tennis club
the cady foundation dBa heart & hand center
the club at flying horse
the club at rolling hills
the hills of cherry creek
the town of Parker
thornton tennis association

timnath elementary
town of Breckenridge recreation center
town of castle rock
town of cedaredge
town of crested Butte Parks & recreation dept
town of jamestown
town of superior
traut elementary
united states air force academy
university of colorado at Boulder
university of denver
usta intermountain tennis
Vail tennis center

Valley country club
Valley Park recreation & youth center, inc.
Village club
washington Park tennis club
webber junior high
westminster tennis association
willow creek tennis club
windsor tennis association
work out west fitness & tennis club

organizational members
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connecting communities

SLOw grOwTh FOr SOCIAL MEdIA
The launch of USTA Colorado’s social media effort in 2013 was intentionally low-key. With the addition of 

a complimentary web site that can push readers between the vari-
ous mediums, more attention has been paid to ramping up our social 
media presence. In 2014, several USTA Colorado programs and assets 
received a strong push from social media, including the Breaking the 
Barriers 2.0 exhibits, Racquets For All, Adult & Junior Leagues, and the 
Hall of Fame Gala & Annual Awards.

As of December 31, 2014 USTA Colorado Facebook page had 361 likes, 
while our Twitter feed had 658 followers. 

MEdIA PLAN TrIMS PrINT ISSuES, ShIFTS FOCuS TOwArd ONLINE CONTENT
As part of a multi-tiered plan by USTA Colorado’s Communications Committee, Colorado Tennis newspaper 

moved to a three-time per year schedule by combining the Fall and Winter issues into one late-October/early-
November publication. 

The ever-popular Spring and Summer issues remained, but with a slightly different publication cycle. Spring 
published in April (instead of March), and Summer ran in July (instead of June). The Big Book of Colorado Tennis 
continued to be published at the beginning of the year, and in 2015 makes the shift to a January distribution 
instead of February. 

The decision to reduce the total number of publications by an issue was expected to result in a 10% decrease 
in overall ad revenue, while simultaneously reducing the extra expenditures related to the printing/distribution 
of a fourth issue of the newspaper. Surprisingly, overall ad revenue jumped by more than 20%, while costs were 
reduced by nearly 7%, resulting in the highest net revenue in the history of the newspaper, nearly $17,000.

wEBSITE rEdESIgN COMPLETE 
After nearly two years of effort, the re-launch of 

COLORADOTENNIS.com on the USTA’s Content Management 
System (CMS) took place on April 1, 2014. 

The new site, COLORADO.USTA.com, is far more integrated 
into the communications stream than the previous iteration, 
which debuted more than a decade ago. Responsibility for 
the daily maintenance moved from the IT Department to the 
Communications Department.

Now that the site has been live for much of the year, plans 
are to help introduce additional staff to the updating process, 
thereby ensuring that the site will stay current and fresh 
while limiting the amount of work that is required by any one 
department.

An advertising rate card has been established in anticipa-
tion of charging for banner ads on the site, and partners 
have taken advantage of the opportunity to add value to their 
sponsorship through web advertising/promotion.

USTA COLORADO
Gates Tennis Center
3300 E Bayaud Ave
Suite 201
Denver, CO 80209
303.695.4116 www.COLORADOTENNIS.com

Year 39, Issue 2 Est. 1976The Official Publication of Tennis Lovers

SPRING 14

the new

USTA ColoradoLORADO
Gates Tennis Center
3300 E Bayaud Ave
Suite 201
Denver, CO 80209
303.695.4116 www.COLORADOTENNIS.com

Year 39, Issue 3 Est. 1976The Official Publication of Tennis Lovers

SUMMER14

They say good things 

come in threes. 

Debuting this September, 

in celebration of 

Hispanic Heritage Month, 

USTA Colorado is 

introducing its third 

Breaking the Barriers 

installment.

USTA COLORADO
Gates Tennis Center
3300 E Bayaud Ave
Suite 201
Denver, CO 80209
303.695.4116 www.COLORADOTENNIS.com

Year 39, Issue 4 Est. 1976The Official Publication of Tennis Lovers

FALL/WINTER14

INNOVATION & 
COLLABORATION
THE KEY TO
GROWING 
TENNIS IN 
COLORADO



12 2014 ANNUAL REPORT

diversity and inclusion
bReAkInG The bARRIeRS 2.0

Using tennis as a backdrop to promote diversity and 
inclusion, health and wellness, and excellence, USTA 
Colorado’s Breaking the Barriers exhibits are a high 
profile, high impact and sustainable educational and 
outreach programs celebrating the accomplishments 
of diverse tennis pioneers, contributors and rising stars 
in Colorado. 

As a follow up to the highly successful 2011 Breaking 
the Barriers exhibit honoring African-American 
achievements in tennis, USTA Colorado returned with 
Breaking the Barriers 2.0 to celebrate local Asian 
Pacific American and Latino tennis pioneers, contribu-
tors and rising stars in honor of Asian Heritage Month in 
May and Hispanic Heritage Month in September. 

The multi-faceted project included community tennis 
festivals at Berkeley Park tennis courts in partnership 
with Telemundo Denver, Denver Parks & Recreation and 
the Colorado Dragon Boat Festival, along with school 
site visits impacting more than 750 students creating 
new partnerships for our School Tennis program.

BTB2.0 received media coverage in Asian Avenue 
Magazine, Telemundo Denver, La Voz and VivaColorado. 
Proclamations from Denver Mayor Michael Hancock 
were received, along with letter of recognition from US 
Senator Michael Bennet.

The Breaking the Barriers movement highlights the 
contributions of Colorado diverse players strongly reso-
nates with USTA Colorado’s community outreach, mak-
ing tennis about so much more than just the sport of 
tennis, but looks to make it relevant in ways that change 
perceptions and advance our efforts around inclusion. 

2014 DIVeRSITy TennISFeST con 
TELEMuNdO dENvEr

USTA Colorado partnered with Telemundo Denver to 
host the 8th Annual Diversity TennisFest at Berkeley 
Park. Through the media partnership, Telemundo pro-
duced and aired promotional spots on the network to 
build awareness and drive attendance to the free on 
and off court “learn & play” tennis activities for all ages 
and abilities. Working with our longtime partner, Denver 
Parks and Recreation, we took over the park to feature 
the 10 and Under Tennis Sport Court where attendees 
could hit tennis balls with Telemundo’s on-air celebri-
ties. In addition, there were booths with Telemundo’s 
partnering advertisers offering health and wellness 
information and giveaways. 

With nearly 200 young people and families were in 
attendance, the youth received new racquets to encour-
age continued play. As one of several components of our 
organization’s outreach efforts to bring more people – of 
all backgrounds – to the game, over the years more than 
600 racquets have been given away and more than 1300 
kids have enjoyed free tennis at the TennisFest.

COLOrAdO hISTOrY CENTEr’S ExhIBIT
rACE: ArE wE SO dIFFErENT? 

Aligning with USTA’s Diversity and Inclusion 
Department to provide skill based training to maxi-
mize diversity and inclusion efforts, USTA Colorado 
hosted a workshop in conjunction with the History 
Colorado Center’s exhibit, race: Are we So different? 
The national exhibit explores the science, history and 
effects of race on human identity. Along with the exhibit, 
a series of lectures were conducted to spur community 
conversations about the impact of race on society today. 
Partnering with the History Colorado Center’s advisor 
Kebaya Coaching & Consulting, a custom workshop 
was developed, which entailed a self-guided tour of the 
exhibit and a “reflection” open dialog to discuss exhibit 
experience. Attendees included, USTA Colorado staff 
and Executive Board, CYTF Board and the Diversity and 
Inclusion Committee. 
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The Asian Connection Portrait Series 
is tennis art in motion, which featured 
a visual journey, inspired by the ele-
ments — fire, water, air and earth — 
with tennis players performing magical 
feats by Pulitzer-prizing winning Barry 
Gutierrez. The exhibit was launched at 
a VIP reception with a traditional Lion 
Dance, performed by Shaolin Hung Mei 
Kung Fu Association. “Walking into the 
gallery for the first time and just being in 
the space with those magnificent photos. 
I had goose bumps,” said one attendee at 
the VIP Launch Reception. The Portrait 
Series enjoyed a five-week run at Denver 
International Airport’s Jeppesen Terminal 
exposed to the millions of travelers that 
pass through the airport. 

Partnering with the International Tennis Hall of Fame located in 
Rhode Island, ¡Vive El Tenis!: Common Threads Different Peoples 
made its Colorado debut. The traveling exhibit was on loan to USTA 
Colorado and appeared alongside the ¡Vive el Tenis! Portrait Series at 
the Webb Municipal Building Atrium in downtown Denver. Again produced 
by Gutierrez, these Portraits depicted local Hispanic contributors, pioneers 
and rising stars surrounded by their families, community and teammates/
colleagues in an illustration of familia, a guiding theme for the portraits that 
resonates with the family-oriented Latino culture. 

At the exhibit launch reception, the guest speaker was the Honorable Andrew 
Valdez, Third District Juvenile Court in Utah and the first Latino from Intermountain 
Section to serve on the USTA National Board. During the month-long exhibit, there 
were lunch hour tennis demonstrations engaging both city employees and the general 
public who were walking through the Atrium.
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Using Adopt-a-Court grant dollars, USTA Colorado joined USTA and 
USTA Intermountain to provide a total of $30,000 towards the repair of 
flood-damaged courts at the Rocky Mountain Tennis Center in Boulder. 

In 2014, USTA Colorado disbursed $7,500 in grants for 
adaptive, diversity and adult/senior programs. 

growing THE gAME
FACILITY FOruMS BrINg TENNIS LEAdErS TOgEThEr
For the first time in nearly two decades, USTA Colorado brought together facilities from 
across the state in an effort to share with them the governing body’s perspective on 
the health of tennis, as well as invite them to share their visions for the 
future of the sport.   

More than 50 attendees from 40 facilities statewide — a mix 
of both public and private entities — heard from USTA rep-
resentatives from the District (USTA Colorado), Section 
(USTA Intermountain) and National (USTA) offices about 
the current state of tennis at the 2014 USTA Colorado 
Facility Forum, held in early October at the Marriott Tech 
Center. Each USTA representative provided a report on 
the health of the sport from their respective regions, as 
well as highlighted various projects that were a result 
of Collaboration and Innovation, the twin themes of 
the Forum.

During the breakout sessions, several themes 
popped up among the various groups. While virtually 
every facility has embraced the equipment/infrastruc-
ture change for younger players, many expressed that 
challenges remain in transitioning kids from lessons to 
play opportunities, like JTT and tournaments.

Another common refrain was that schools need to be part 
of the equation, that connecting with kids (and their parents) 
is key to the continued success of building the next generation 
of players.

But not all the attention was on the 10U crowd. Several facilities 
shares their challenges in engaging Millennials (ages 18-34), as 
well as the issues related to Pickleball and the impact on our tennis 
infrastructure.

There were lots of great suggestions related to the best methods to 
reach teens and young adults, but no one had “the perfect answer” 
as to which is the best message to encourage greater participation 
in that age group. Creating social opportunities for young adults was 
one such suggestion, as well as promoting the message that tennis is 
a sport for everyone.

The ideas generated during the two breakout sessions will certainly 
provide the USTA family of organizations — as well as other attendees 
at the event — with some excellent ideas as to how to innovate in their 
programs and move the sport forward in the years to come.

"The exchange of 
ideas and innova-
tive ways to deliver 
programs between 
facility providers 
can be a real cata-
lyst in our effort 
to work collabora-
tively to move our 
sport to the next 
level.  There’s a 
lot of expertise in 
Colorado and peo-
ple with some real 
creative ideas – we 
ought to tap these 
resources to build 

and strengthen the game for years to come. USTA Colorado 
can certainly play a meaningful role in facilitating these kinds of 
exchanges and assist in establishing a couple key areas of focus 
for everyone   to emphasize and support a real ‘collective’ effort to 
grow participation." 

– Fritz Garger/USTA Colorado Executive Director
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growing the game: schools
SChOOLS

Introducing youngsters to the sport of tennis through physical education and school-
based extracurricular tennis is a foundational program of USTA Colorado. Hundreds of 
thousands of Colorado kids get a chance to learn and play tennis in school each year 
thanks to the relatively free USTA Colorado resources and support and the teachers 
who take advantage of them. A longstanding partnership with SHAPE Colorado (for-
merly COAHPERD) continues to be an important part of the school outreach effort.

Often these students become very excited about tennis at school but may not easily 
connect to a tennis program outside of school. In an effort to connect kids and fami-
lies more easily to their local tennis program provider, “Adopt-a-School” was piloted 
in the fall of 2014. After signing an agreement to work closely with USTA Colorado on 
this grassroots outreach effort, Meadow Creek Tennis & Fitness, Miramont Lifestyle 
Fitness, Work Out West, Tennis Center at Steamboat and Parker Tennis worked closely 
with USTA Colorado and sent representatives into one or more schools to support 
the teachers and students and develop a closer relationship with the school com-
munity. Each provider approached the opportunity in a unique way; however, all of 
the responses have been extremely favorable with increased play days, kids’ tennis 
clubs, PE tennis programs and community/club engagement. This initial success is a 
foundation for expansion in 2015. 

Through the Breaking the Barriers 2.0 education and outreach program, special 
school site visits were conducted for about 750 students at four Denver Public Schools 
with high Asian and Latino populations. Individuals profiled in The Asian Connection 
and ¡Vive el Tenis! portrait series joined us at the schools to share their experiences 
and play tennis with the students. An educational supplement was created in 2011 to 
complement Breaking the Barriers: An Exhibition in Courage that allowed classroom 
and physical education curriculum to come together through tennis. This year the 
African American focus was broadened to include Asian American and Latino tennis 
players and historical events to spark classroom lessons and activities around the key 
themes of diversity, unity, multiculturalism, personal achievement and individuality.

Students at Montbello’s 
McGlone Elementary were 
recently exposed to tennis 
as part of Breaking the 
Barriers 2.0 – ¡Vive el Tenis! 
project. The school visit was 
made possible in large part 
due to Subaru of America’s 
continued support of USTA 
Colorado.
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growing the game: organized play

TrANSFOrMINg ThE TOurNAMENT ExPErIENCE 
Beginning in 2014, Colorado’s tournament offerings for 

entry-level (Futures) and many intermediate (Challenger) 
junior players looked a whole lot different than in years 
past. In an effort to provide a better tournament ten-
nis experience for youth players in Futures and select 
Challenger events, USTA Colorado adopted the multiple 
match A(bbreviated) C(competitive) E(xperience) format, 
or A.C.E.. The multiple match A.C.E. format requires 
all sanctioned entry-level events to guarantee multiple 

matches by instituting modified scoring and scheduling 
formats. 

The changes were important for both players and par-
ents. Compass draw tournaments are also a perfect way 
for junior players to practice the skills they are learning 
from their coaches. With the new formats, coaches can 
help players recognize mistakes and correct them over 
the course of a day of matches. This repeated feedback 
from coaches can greatly benefit young players who are 

experiencing competitive tennis for the first time. 
The A.C.E. format puts Colorado at the forefront of a 

growing movement across the country that challenges 
the age-old standard of forcing inexperienced competi-
tors into a lose-one-and-you’re-done scenario. A.C.E. is a 
single-day format (versus the traditional 4-7 day format) 
featuring either round robin or compass draw formats, 
guaranteeing players a minimum of three matches.

INTEgrATINg PLAY OPPOrTuNITIES
Competition is an essential component of learning 

and enjoying any sport. The key is to use competi-
tion as a tool to grow and develop the game—and the 
games of youngsters—not to crown champions or 
turn late developers away from tennis. As children 
develop an interest in tennis, Play Days, Junior Team 
Tennis and Sanctioned Tournaments are great ways to 
improve their skills and provide further development 
through a repetitive combination of non-elimination, 
team and competitive opportunities. 

Play Days, Junior Team Tennis and Tournament 
play are integral development components of a young 
player’s progression in the sport — each format is a 
vehicle to help them learn the strategy and tactics of 
tennis—by playing matches.

FOCuSINg ON YOuTh
After the initial introduction to tennis, kids need to be able to develop their 

skills and passion through play opportunities. In the past, programs were 
promoted individually, but in 2014, USTA Colorado made a commitment to 
youth by integrating play in such a way that encouraged participation in every 
type of program.

PLAY dAYS
In 2014, we introduced the Play 

Day Tennis Series, a partnership 
between USTA Colorado and tennis 
facilities in the Denver area that 
provided children and their families 
the opportunity to participate in as 
many Play Days as they would like, 
thereby providing more chances to 
serve, rally and score, and practice 
the skills needed during JTT league 
play or sanctioned tournament 
match play. Kids received a Play Day 
Passport, which helped them track 
the Play Days they attended, and 
gave them chances to win prizes.
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JuNIOr TEAM TENNIS
Colorado Junior Team Tennis 

posted its fourth consecutive 
year of sustained growth. After 
a small increase in 2011, and a 
nice bump of just under 5% in 
2012, the last two years have 
seen an increase in participation 
in every age division as overall 
participation has grown by more 
than 20% in the last four years. 
Participation in the 10 and Under 
divisions has exploded over the 
last three years, growing 47% 
since the rule change governing 
ball/court use. 

JunIor team tennIS PartICIPatIon
BY aGe dIVISIon/leVel oF PlaY, 2010-2014

JunIor PatHWaY GroWtH
PartICPatIon BY Ball, 2010-2014

 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 %CHanGe
10 Challenger B 307 321 331 305 363 +19%
10 Challenger A 92 76 117 234 223 -4.7%
total 10s 399 397 448 539 586 +8.7%

12 Futures 126 107 227 195 159 -18.46%
12 Challenger B 377 410 376 388 483 +24.48%
12 Challenger A 202 222 238 209 302 +44.50%
12 Championship 5 0 4 96 31 -67.71%
total 12s 710 739 845 888 975 +9.80%

14 Futures 70 37 81 40 98 +145.00%
14 Challenger B 505 513 462 512 479 -6.45%
14 Challenger A 300 366 353 398 372 -6.53%
14 Championship 50 40 71 71 116 +63.38%
total 14s 925 956 967 1021 1065 +4.31%

18 Futures 48 20 3 53 25 -52.84%
18 Challenger B 512 488 533 440 546 +24.09%
18 Challenger A 439 513 483 587 585 -0.35%
18 Championship 353 309 318 329 304 -7.60%
total 18s 1352 1330 1337 1409 1460 +3.62%
total Participation 3386 3422 3597 3857 4086
% Growth (Previous Year)  1.05% 4.87% 6.74% 5.60%

ThE JuNIOr TENNIS PAThwAY 
In 2012, the USTA mandated the use of the RED and ORANGE 

low-compression balls for all sanctioned 8 and Under and 10 and 
Under play respectively, and the GREEN ball for of all entry-level 
and intermediate divisions in sanctioned 12 and Under play. 

The graph below shows participation in all sanctioned junior play 
(Junior Team Tennis and Junior Sanctioned Tournaments) over the 
last 5 years. 
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growing the game: player development

TEAm COLORADO: Team Colorado had another outstand-
ing season. The program is again focused on 12 and Under 
players spread across four teams; 12 and Under Elite, 12 
and Under Developmental Team, 10 and Under South team 
and 10 and Under North team.

The 12s Elite squad and the 12s Devo team conducted 
workouts at Meadow Creek Tennis & Fitness. The 10s 
North team called the Ranch Country Club home and the 
10s South team worked out at the Ken Caryl Community 

Center.

2014 HIgHLIgHTS:
•  Four Team Colorado players were selected to the 

Regional Training Center in Las Vegas
•  USTA Colorado and Team Colorado continued to host 

voluntary player/parent sessions at select workouts for 
all teams

•  Brought in former Team Colorado players as mentors to 
select workouts

•  Conducted player evaluations for all players on 12s 
Elite and Devo Squads

•  Implemented “Coaches Corner” in 2013-2014. Assigned 
coaches would stay for 30 minutes after a workout to 
answer any questions for players or parents

•  Many former Team Colorado players are competing at 
the college and futures level

•  Took our 13th annual Team Colorado 12s trip to 
Steamboat Springs for weekend workout and team 
building

•  Many Team Colorado players had top-6 finishes in 2014 
Sectional events

•  Team Colorado coaches participated in  3-D coaches 
training from Brian Gordon from Rick Macci’s Academy

•  Number of current Team Colorado members have sec-
tional and national rankings

STAR SEARCH: The 2014 Summer/
Fall Program provided instruc-
tion and match play for more 
than 60 players from August 
through October. This year, 
we implemented a 10 and 
Under component, where the 
10s had their own 90-minute 

time slot and worked out on the 60-ft court with 
the Orange ball. In 2014, we also decided to raise 
the age limit to 14 and Under kids who meet the 
Star Search application requirements. Most of the 
Star Search participants are now active tourna-
ment and JTT players. Star Search is produc-
ing high level players as we continue to have 
former Star Search players try out and make 
Team Colorado rosters every year. For the 
8th consecutive year, Star Search also held 
a winter program at Colorado Athletic Club 
Monaco. This program consists of 22-24 
kids that work out 1-2 times a month from 
November to May. Star Search is led by 
Tobias Ortegon and Frank Adams along 
with 3-4 other coaches and mentors.

At USTA Colorado, we believe 
that every child should be able 
to reach their full potential as 
a player, regardless of their 
socio-economic status or the 
color of their skin. 

As an organization, we are 
looking to use tennis as a 
means to develop character in 
our young players, displaying 
integrity, honesty and sports-
manship both on and off the 
court. 

Star Search, USTA Colorado’s 
free junior development pro-
gram for kids from diverse 
backgrounds learning the 
game in a public parks setting, 
and Team Colorado, our elite 
junior training program, both 
have a proven record of iden-
tifying and developing future 
tennis stars, many who go on 
to play for their high schools, 
college teams, and some who 
have competed at the profes-
sional level.
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colorado youth tennis foundation
INvESTINg IN YOuTh

Raising money through corporate, individual and foundation solicitations and 
two primary events – the Colorado Tennis Hall of Fame Gala and the Punk Relic 
Memorial Funds Tournament – the Colorado Youth Tennis Foundation disbursed 
nearly $20,000 in program grants, special need scholarships and camp scholar-
ships to kids in financial need. 

In addition, the CYTF worked closely with USTA Colorado to financially support 
School Tennis and its 10 and Under Tennis initiatives.

Funding Breakdown
The CYTF funded 17 special need scholarships, seven summer tennis camp schol-

arships and 10 program grants to organizations running programs for kids in need:

% of grants/geographic location
50%
20%
10%
10%
10%

Metro Denver
Northern Colorado
Southern Colorado

Mountain
Western Slope

“ Through the lifetime sport of tennis, the Colorado 
Youth Tennis Foundation promotes the physical, emo-
tional and social development of ALL youth to aspire to 
become active, productive and responsible citizens.”

% of scholarships/ethnic identify
59%
17.5%
6%
17.5%

Caucasian
African-American

Latino
Asian

rACquETS FOr ALL
Since 2008, Racquets for All has been col-

lecting and sharing tennis equipment with kids 
and adults across Colorado. Collecting close to 
4,700 racquets during that time, a vast majority 
of them have been restrung and/or re-gripped 
and given to more than 400 schools, recreation 
programs and community-based youth pro-
grams. Generous donations from Subaru and 
the USPTA Foundation provided 150 new junior 
and small-gripped racquets to the program 
for distribution. Close to 700 racquets have 
been collected through the annual High School 
Challenge with the Arapahoe High School boys’ 
tennis team (Centennial) continuing to be a 
stand out – winning the past four years!

2014 collection: 495
2014 Distribution: 634
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adult leagues
PLAYOFF CHANgES HIgHLIgHT YEAR
USTA Colorado’s Adult League programs had another good year in 2014. 
Adult League participation numbers grew just under 2.5% above 2013. 
While we have seen positive growth for the last decade, this year was the 
smallest amount of growth we have seen in that same time. Major USTA 
National Regulation Changes for 2014 were minimal. The most positive 
change, according to Colorado players, was the procedure to break a tie, 
whether in round robin or single elimination competition. USTA National 
moved “Head-to-Head” below “Winner of the most individual matches in 
the entire competition” and above “Loser of the fewest number of sets” in 
order to break a tie. 

In 2014 USTA Colorado added two new adult leagues to their menu — the 
USTA Mixed 40 & Over and USTA Flex Leagues. Colorado has one of the 
largest Adult League menus of any USTA District. As our tennis popula-
tion ages, the USTA Mixed 40 & Over league provides another avenue for 
tennis players to play opponents of similar ages. In 2014, Denver Metro 
was the only area that offered the USTA Mixed 40 & Over league as a pilot. 
With the hopes of attracting new and younger tennis players, we launched 
USTA Flex leagues. For the first year, things went very well. We had one of 
the largest USTA Flex Leagues in the country. We offered two seasons and 
players competed in Men’s & Women’s Singles, Men’s & Women’s Doubles 
and Mixed Doubles. The main benefits of the Flex League are that players 
set the day, time and location of matches. Another benefit to some is that 
matches do not count toward NTRP ratings. 
The Denver Metro Area offered 12 Adult Tennis Leagues (including the 
Flex League) in 2014, Northern 11 leagues, Southern 11 Leagues, Western 
7 leagues and Aspen/Mountains 10 leagues. The USTA Adult 18 & Over 
League continues to have the most participants but each league continues 
to grow the game by serving the varying needs of our diverse Colorado 
Tennis community. The main growth obstacle to league tennis in Colorado, 
according to the Facility Coordinators, is that facilities need more courts.
Build them and they will come!

uSta adult 18 & oVer
M 4.5  Gates Tennis Center
W 5.0+ Greenwood Athletic Club
M 5.0+  Colorado Athletic Club Monaco

uSta adult 40 & oVer
W 3.5 Colorado State University
W 4.0 Life Time Fitness Colorado Springs
W 4.5+ Columbine Knolls
M 3.0 Colorado Springs Racquet Club

uSta adult 55 & oVer
W 9.0 South Suburban
M9.0 Country Club of Colorado

NINE COLORADO TEAmS 
ADVANCE TO 

NATIONAL CHAmPIONSHIPS
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2166
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20633

usta league 
ParticiPation

2014 2013

AduLT LEAguE PArTICIPATION (BY ArEA) / 2014 v 2013

league participation detail

Metro Denver
Mountains
Southern Colorado 
Northern Colorado
Western Slope
Statewide Totals

2362
112
237
229
55

2995 

2485
1149
263
198
73

3138

usta 
mixed 18+

2014 2013

-4.53%

270
0
0
0
0

270

0
0
0
0
0
0

usta 
mixed 40+

2014 2013

new

8554
473

1093
1021
206

11347 

8577
487

1163
1037
195

11459

usta 
adult 18+

2014 2013

-0.98%

1118
45

168
236
76

1643 

1094
60

179
237
40

1610

usta 
adult 55+

2014 2013

2.05%

3536
96

668
588
114

5002 

3045
113
660
488
120

4426

usta 
adult 40+

2014 2013

13.01%

uSTA LEAguES

TOTAL LEAGUE PARTICPATION:

Metro Denver
Mountains
Southern Colorado 
Northern Colorado
Western Slope
Statewide Totals

8954
438
614
893
84

10983 

9115
434
598
734
86

10967

cta league 
ParticiPation

2014 2013

2316
82

156
209

0
2763 

2322
91

159
208

0
2780

cta women’s 
daytime doubles
2014 2013

-0.61%

4380
259
307
533
84

5563 

4592
266
316
363
86

5623

cta
twilight

2014 2013

-1.07%

537
19
35

132
0

723

486
8

45
148

0
687

cta 
65+ 

2014 2013

5.25%

CTA LEAguES

Metro Denver
Mountains
Southern Colorado 
Northern Colorado
Western Slope
Statewide Totals

1840
94

161
139
80

2314 

1952
95

168
147
72

2434

ita 
fall mixed

2014 2013

-4.93%

891
0

79
223

0
1193 

877
0

137
157

0
1171

m/w 
trio

2014 2013

1.88%

0
0

85
0
0

85 

0
0

72
0
0

72

world 
team tennis

2014 2013

18.06%

302
0
0
3
0

305 

0
0
0
0
0
0

flex 
leagues

2014 2013

NEW

ITA/NON-TrAdITIONAL LEAguES*

3033
94

325
365
80

3897 

2829
95

377
304
72

3677

other league 
ParticiPation

2014 2013

2014 2013

% 
growth

4.20%
-6.80%
-4.37%
5.82%
5.37%
3.02%

36,137 35,277 2.44%

-1.77%
0.92%
2.68%

21.66%
-2.33%
0.15%

% 
growth

7.21%
-1.05%

-13.79%
20.07%
11.11%

5.98%

% 
growth

% 
growth

* In 2014, USTA Colorado added two new offerings to its 
Adult League Menu, USTA MXd 40+ & Flex Leagues.

AduLT LEAguE PArTICIPATION
All leAGUeS, 2003-2014
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This graph shows the distribution of unique players in USTA Colorado leagues (14,003) by age 
bracket and in how many leagues each person plays. 
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participations detail/tournaments

2003

2012 2013 2014
20112010200920082007200620052004

year ntrP wc senior adult chp famd total adults % chg jr chp jr chall jr ftr total juniors % chg total (ad+jr) % chg
2003 7,728 67 1,449 431 119 9,794 -- 2,521 2,381  4,902 -- 14,696 --
2004 7,625 78 1,386 399 124 9,612 -1.86% 2,450 2,483  4,933 0.63% 14,545 -1.03%
2005 7,375 82 1,250 486 163 9,356 -2.66% 2,579 2,630  5,209 5.59% 14,565 0.14%
2006 7,229 68 1,293 676 148 9,414 0.62% 2,937 2,569  5,506 5.70% 14,920 2.44%
2007 6,845 62 1,145 515 139 8,706 -7.52% 3,887 2,815  6,702 21.72% 15,408 3.27%
2008 7,074 38 1,238 610 153 9,113 4.67% 4,117 3,056  7,173 7.03% 16,286 5.70%
2009 7,423 35 1,192 630 194 9,474 1.83% 4,394 2,971  7,365 2.68% 16,839 3.40%
2010 7,815 30 1,181 599 157 9,782 3.25% 4,262 3,265  7,527 2.20% 17,309 2.79%
2011 8,868 25 1,097 626 145 10,761 10.01% 4,033 3,239  7,272 -3.39% 18,033 4.18%
2012 9,314 41 1,184 634 164 11,337 5.35% 3,530 3,067  6,597 -9.28% 17,934 -0.55%
2013 9,252 36 1,074 598 148 11,108 -2.02% 4,362 2,980  7,342 11.29% 18,450 2.88%
2014 8,572 12 824 611 156 10,175 -8.39% 4,825 2,788 232 7,845 6.85% 18,020 -2.33% 

COLOrAdO TOurNAMENT PArTICIPATION 
(BY dIvISION)

jr futures

jr challengers

jr chamPionshiP

family douBles

adult chamPionshiP

senior

wheelchair

ntrP

JuNIOr TOurNAMENT PArTICIPATION
(by DIVISIon, 2003-2014)

AduLT TOurNAMENT PArTICIPATION
(by DIVISIon, 2003-2014)
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colorado tennis hall of fame
COLOrAdO TENNIS hALL OF FAME

The Colorado Tennis Hall of Fame welcomed 
four new members. 

The Class of 2014 are: 
Sara Anundsen
kelly Lovato
Cory ross
Art Thomson

Colorado Tennis Hall of Fame
Selection Committee:

Richard Hillway—Chair
Carol Baily

Jerry Berglund
Joan Birkland
Sherrie Farris
Rosemary Fri

John Suter

2014 USTA COLOrAdO ANNuAL AwArdS
Alden Bock (Bud Robineau Award) 
Jackie Bingham-Levine (Clyde Rogers Award)
Tony Delacruz (Arthur Ashe Award)
Jessika Mozia (Rosemary Fri Award)
Eric Honert (Vernon John Award)
Vasilisa Bardina (Joan Birkland Award)
Hayden Sabatka (Jim Landin Award)
Marty Lopez (Jody Riser Knudsen Award)
Ecton Family (Carter & Lena Elliott Award)
Kalyssa Hall (Jim & Anne Dyde Award)
Cheyenne Mountain High School (Willa Wolcott Condon Award)
Spencer Lang (Jack Cella Award)
Fairview High School (Richard Hillway Award)
John Roche (Sam & Sid Milstein Award)
Shannon Cross (Fay & Dorothy Shwayder Award)
Emily Strande (Margaret Rogers Phipps Award)
Joshua King (John Hough Award)
Tate Schroeder (Phyllis Lockwood Award)
Zach Fryer (Mike, Gene & Maurice Reidy Award)
Mia Oliver (Charlie & Ira Brown Award)
Meadow Creek Tennis & Fitness (E.L. Griffey Award)
Christine (Chang) Gillette (Dorothy Mauk Award)
Wayne Bennett (Jerry & Lillian Brawer Award)
Barry Riddle (Ade Butler Award)
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audited financials
FINANCIAL STATEMENT
colorado tennis association
Consolidated Statement of Financial Position
December 31, 2014 (With Comparative Totals for 2013)
 Unrestricted Temporarily Totals    
 Operating Restricted 2014    2013
ASSETS

Current assets
 Cash and cash equivalents $ 270,845  $ 121,242  $ 392,087  $ 479,720  
 Accounts receivable  74,882  74,882 37,982  
 Prepaid expenses and deposits      29,708              -- 29,708         9,198
  375,435 121,242 496,677  526,900  
Property and equipment
 Furniture and equipment 108,398          108,398 101,544
 Leasehold improvements    33,255  33,255          33,255
  141,653  141,653 134,799
 Less:  accumulated depreciation   (109,813)   (109,813)      (97,042)
     31,840   31,840       37,757
 
  $407,275 $121,242   $528,517 $564,657  
  

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 
Current liabilities
 Accounts payable $ 45,377 $         --        $45,377 $ 26,516  
 Deferred grant revenue 500  500 109,548  
 Accrued compensated absences   25,301   25,301      28,004
  336,097  71,178 164,068  

Net assets  336,097  121,242   457,339   400,589  
  $407,275 $121,242   $528,517 $564,657

REVENUES
League and tournament fees  $ 923,246 $ --  $ 923,246  $ 880,488
Other program fees 41,780   41,780  67,742
Grants from USTA  476,775   476,775  469,037
Membership dues from USTA  264,250   264,250  257,584
Special events (net of direct donor benefits of $13,189)  53,789   53,789  33,411
Contributions  41,574  14,725  56,299  36,845
Advertising and sponsorships  84,592   84,592  69,660
Interest, dividends and other income        3,469             --        3,469        9,812
  1,889,475  14,725  1,904,200  1,824,579

Net assets released from restrictions due to satisfaction of 
program restrictions      8,914     (8,914)         --         --
Total revenue and reclassifications  1,898,389  5,811  1,904,200  1,824,579

EXPENSES
Contract & professional services  212,039   212,039  159,317
Court rental fees  60,982   60,982  69,847
Depreciation  12,771   12,771  13,417
Employee benefits  125,172   125,172  97,370
Incentives & awards - program  81,604   81,604  74,211
Information technology  94,444   94,444  87,204
Meetings and staff travel  12,781   12,781  9,573
Newspaper printing & mailing  44,060   44,060  42,325
Postage and delivery  5,265   5,265  5,835
Payroll taxes  67,651   67,651  69,769
Promotion and publicity  17,081    17,081  24,237
Occupancy costs  70,863   70,863  71,269
Salaries and wages  845,627   845,627  872,015
Scholarships and grants  58,375   58,375  49,801
Supplies and equipment  74,173   74,173  74,998
Telecommunications  7,378   7,378  8,522
Travel – program  51,927   51,927  44,442
Volunteer recognition  5,134   5,134  5,911
Miscellaneous          123         --          123        2,028
 Total expenses 1,847,450         --  1,847,450  1,782,091
 

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS    50,939  5,811  56,750  42,488  
NET ASSETS, BEGINNING OF YEAR   285,158   115,431   400,589   358,101
NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR $336,097   $121,242     $457,339 $400,589

 2014    2013
CASH FLOW FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES:
Change in net assets  $ 56,750  $ 42,488
Adjustments to reconcile to net cash provided by operating activities: 

Depreciation  12,771  13,417
Changes in operating assets and liabilities:

(Increase) in accounts receivable  (36,900)  (1,173)
(Increase) decrease in prepaid expenses & deposits  (20,510)  16,289
Increase (decrease) in accounts payable  18,861  (11,656)
(Decrease) increase in accrued compensated absences  (2,703)  3,166
(Decrease) increase in deferred revenue  (109,048)   82,078
Net cash flows from operating activities  (80,779)  144,609    

CASH FLOW USED BY INVESTING ACTIVITIES
 Net additions to fixed assets            (6,854)      (1,942)

CHANGE IN CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS (87,633)  142,667 

CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS — BEGINNING OF YEAR    479,720   337,053 

CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS — END OF YEAR $392,087  $479,720 

SUPPLEMENTAL CASH FLOW INFORMATION:
 Interest and dividends received $1,717  $2,298 
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FINANCIAL NOTES
A complete copy of the 2014 Audited Financials is available by contacting the USTA Colorado office, 303/695-4116.

audited financials

colorado tennis association
Notes to Financial Statements

Note 1:  Summary of Significant Accounting Policies
 a. Organization

Colorado Tennis Association (“CTA”, the “Organization”) was incorporated under the laws of the State of Colorado on March 29, 1982. CTA is 
the largest of the six state districts within the Intermountain Region (ITA) of the United States Tennis Association (USTA). CTA is a nonprofit 
membership organization whose purpose is to promote, encourage and develop the growth of amateur tennis in the State of Colorado through 
programs that enhance the enjoyment and skill development of players of all ages and abilities. Programs have also been developed to 
introduce the sport to under-served and other non-traditional tennis populations and communities.

During 1982, CTA formed a separate 501(c)(3) non-profit entity, Colorado Youth Tennis Foundation, Inc.(CYTF), to assist in carrying out the 
objectives of the Organization by providing financial assistance to amateurs (primarily juniors) for participation in programs, clinics and 
camps throughout Colorado. During 2000 CYTF founded and organized the “Colorado Tennis Hall of Fame”, into which a new group of people 
with special relevance to the history of amateur tennis within Colorado is inducted annually. 

 b. Financial statement presentation
The accompanying financial statements have been prepared on the accrual basis of accounting in accordance with accounting principles 
generally accepted in the United States of America. In accordance with these requirements, the financial statements include the accounts of 
Colorado Youth Tennis Foundation, Inc. All significant balances and transactions between the two entities have been eliminated.

Net assets, support and revenues are classified based on the existence or absence of donor-imposed restrictions. Accordingly, net assets 
and the changes therein are classified and reported as follows:

Unrestricted — Resources not subject to donor-imposed restrictions.
Temporarily restricted —  Resources subject to donor-imposed restrictions that will be satisfied by actions of the Organization or 

the passage of time.

 c. Cash equivalents
Cash equivalents consist of demand deposits and short-term, highly liquid investments that are readily convertible into cash within ninety 
(90) days of purchase and not legally restricted as to withdrawal. All account balances at December 31, 2014 were federally insured.

 d. Property and equipment
Expenditures for furniture, equipment and leasehold improvements in excess of $500 are capitalized at cost. Expenditures for maintenance, 
repairs and other renewals of items are charged to expense. When items are disposed of, the cost and accumulated depreciation are 
eliminated from the accounts and any gain or loss is included in the results of operations. The provision for depreciation is calculated using 
the straight-line method based upon estimated useful lives of five to ten years.  

 e. Donated materials and services
Donated materials and services are reflected at their fair value if significant, an objective basis is available to determine their value and 
the items would have been purchased if not otherwise received by donation. There were no donations of a significant amount meeting 
these criteria during 2014.

 f. Revenue recognition
All contributions are considered to be available for unrestricted use unless specifically restricted by the donor. Amounts received that are 
designated for future periods or restricted by the donor for specific purposes are reported as temporarily restricted support that increases 
that net asset class. When a temporary restriction expires, temporarily restricted net assets are reclassified to unrestricted net assets and 
reported in the statement of activities as net assets released from restrictions. If a restriction is fulfilled in the same time period in which 
the contribution is received, the Organization reports the support as unrestricted. 

Membership dues are recognized as revenue in the period earned. USTA grants and program fees are “exchange transactions” and, thus 
recognized in the period to which they relate.

 g. Accrued vacation and sick leave payable
In accordance with US generally accepted accounting principles, the Organization accrues vacation and sick pay when earned.

 h. Functional expenses
Expenses directly identified with a functional area are charged to such area. When an expense item benefits more than one area, it is 
allocated by the time expended or another reasonable basis.

 i. Estimates
The preparation of financial statements in conformity with US generally accepted accounting principles requires management to make esti-
mates and assumptions that affect certain reported amounts and disclosures. Accordingly, actual results could differ from those estimates.

 j. Subsequent events review
Management has evaluated subsequent events through March 3, 2015, the date that these financial statements were available to be issued.

  k. Tax status
CTA and CYTF are both exempt from federal and state income taxes under Sections 501(c)(4) and 501(c)(3), respectively, of the Internal 
Revenue Code. Both CTA and CYTF have adopted FASB ASC No. 740 “Accounting for Uncertainty in Income Taxes“ (ASC 740), which interpreted 
various previous announcements with respect to the accounting for all tax positions taken (or expected to be taken) on any income tax return. 
Both organizations determined that no cumulative effect adjustment was necessary upon adoption of ASC 740, and that no uncertain tax 
positions have been taken (or are expected to be taken) that could have a material effect on their income tax liabilities. Both organizations 
believe that they have conducted their operations in accordance with, and have properly maintained, their tax-exempt status.

Note 2:  Related Party Transactions
At December 31, 2014, $20,635 of CTA’s accounts receivable were due from ITA, the regional affiliate of USTA. All 2014 grants and member-
ship dues from USTA were passed through to CTA by ITA. 

Note 3:  Deferred Revenue
Deferred grant revenue at December 31, 2013 consisted primarily of a USTA grant for operating expenses for the first quarter of 2014, but 
which was received during 2013.

Note 4:  Lease Commitments
On April 21, 2007 the Organization entered into a long-term lease with Denver Parks & Recreation Foundation, Inc., whereby it commenced 
occupancy on May 1, 2008 of the second floor of the Gates Tennis Center located in Denver’s Cherry Creek area. The lease includes an initial 
10 year term (expiring April 30, 2018) with 3 lessee options for 5 year extensions. Minimum rental commitments during each of the next five 
years, and thereafter in total, are as follows:

Year Amount
2015 63,320
2016 63,320
2017 63,320
2018 (4 months)    21,107
 $211,067

  
Rent expense for 2014 of $63,317 is recorded herein under “occupancy costs”.

  
Note 5:  Functional Expense Reporting

Expenses directly identified with a functional area are charged to such area. If an expense affects more than one area, it is allocated by 
the time expended or another reasonable basis. The Organization’s total expenses reported by their  respective program and support service 
categories for 2014 are as follows:

    
Program Services Amount 
Adult leagues   $ 592,770
Junior recreation  147,275
Tournaments   125,444
Player development  139,958
Community development  170,023
Marketing, diversity & inclusion  210,677
Colorado Youth Tennis Foundation      91,813
   1,477,960

Supporting Activities
Public relations and communications 154,312
Management and general 128,607
Resource development       86,571
        369,490
   $1,847,450

Note 6:  Net Assets Released from Restrictions and Temporarily Restricted Net Assets 
The Organization’s $121,242 of temporarily restricted net assets represent donor restricted or designated contributions that are available for 
the following purposes at December 31, 2014 (along with a summary of activity for the year ended December 31, 2014):

       
 2014
  Balance at Donor Restricted Expenses Satisfying Balance at
 Donor/Restricted Purpose Dec. 31, 2013 Revenues Restrictions Dec. 31, 2014
 CYTF memorial funds:
  • Herzog Fund to promote junior  $35,039 $       -- $ (1,750) $ 33,289
      tennis in Southern Colorado 
  • 11 other funds for junior program   80,392  14,725  (7,164)    87,953
     grants & scholarships statewide 
  $115,431 $14,725 $(8,914) $121,242
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