
Sioux Falls Park 
Becomes First To Build 
QuickStart Tennis Courts
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Good things come in small packages. This adage 
couldn’t be truer when talking about the inno-
vative, new tennis courts at 

Spellerberg Park in Sioux Falls. What once 
was three full-size courts at this public 
park is now being converted to eight 
36-foot or “short courts” designed spe-
cifically for QuickStart Tennis – a new 
format introduced by the USTA in March 
aimed at kids 10-and-under that shrinks 
the game to a more manageable size for 
smaller participants.

QuickStart incorporates smaller rac-
quets, bigger foam or pressureless balls, 
shorter nets, and yes, shorter courts. 
A regulation court is 78-feet long and 
often too big for a beginning player. 
With “short courts,” the size has been 
cut in half, allowing players to focus on 
hitting the ball, rather than chasing it 
down all the time.

Sioux Falls is one of the first communities in the United 
States, and the only one in USTA Northern, to actu-
ally build courts specifically for QuickStart Tennis as part  
of a pilot program through the USTA and the Section.  
Jeff Nelson, a tennis teaching professional at the West-
ward Ho Country Club, and Mary Thompson, the for-
mer USTA Northern president and executive director of  
the Sioux Falls Tennis 
Association, learned 
about the benefits 
of QuickStart Tennis 
through their work 
with the USTA and 
immediately led the 
charge to build courts 
in their community.

Knowing the courts 
at Spellerberg were 
rarely used in their 
current condition, 
Nelson and Thompson 
decided to go to the 
City of Sioux Falls with 
their “short court” idea. 
Seeing how programs such as “micro soccer” and t-ball had 
worked in Sioux Falls the past 20 years, the City was very 
receptive to this innovative format hoping that even more 
kids would start play tennis.

The Sioux Falls Tennis Association (SFTA) then joined 
forces with USTA National (from whom they received 
$20,000 as part of the pilot program) and USTA Northern 
($4,000). They also received $5,000 from the City of Sioux 

Falls and a majority of the remainder from the SFTA to fund 
this almost $40,000 project. Although a majority of the 
financing is taken care of, the project still had its doubters.

“We really had to take the 
time and edu-
cate people,” 
Thompson said. 
“We went to 
ne ig hb orho o d 
associations and 
explained there is 
t-ball, mini soccer 
and flag football, 
so why wouldn’t 
this make sense 
with tennis. We 
had to get them to 
be forward thinkers 
and convince them 
this was good for 
not only the city, 
but for their chil-

dren and grandchildren.”
The eight new courts have permanent lines and net 

posts and are painted in the US Open blue and green color 
scheme - making them look like “real courts.” In addition, 
the City is adding 60-foot court lines to the remaining 

78-foot court for kids who are transi-
tioning from QuickStart to regulation 
tennis.

“We will be able to get kids playing 
tennis at a younger age which is why 
this is a big deal,” Kirk Anderson, 
USTA Director of recreational coach-
es and programs, said in the Sioux 
Falls Argus Leader. “Kids will have fun 
playing tennis, rather than be frus-
trated in the younger stages.”

Nelson and Thompson also see 
these courts benefitting senior play-
ers as well. 

“The smaller court really lends 
itself to the older or once-injured 

player,” Thompson said. “We are working 
with the Center for Active Generations trying to get seniors 
back on the court. Even though they might have lost a step 
over the years, these smaller courts allow them to play and 
get moving again – just not as far.”

For more information on how to build QuickStart Courts 
in your area, please contact Becky Cantellano in the USTA 
Northern office at cantellano@northern.usta.com or at 
(952) 358-3291 and for more information on QuickStart 
Tennis programs, visit www.quickstarttennis.com.  

Before: The courts at Spellerberg Park were rarely used.

After: With 8 new QuickStart courts, beginning  

players will keep these courts busy.
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The 11th Annual 
Community Tennis 
Development Workshop 

is scheduled for November 
14-15 in the Twin Cities. This 
year’s theme is “The Big Serve: 
Take Heart, Take Part, Take 
Action,” mirroring the theme 
of the USTA’s advocacy initia-
tive, as we connect the passion 
of USTA members with the 
larger tennis community and 
the communities in which 
they live.

Look for more informa-
tion in the coming weeks or 
visit www.northern.usta.com 
for hotel, speaker and work-
shop information including 
dates and times for the USTA 
Northern Annual Meeting and the 2008 USTA Northern Annual Awards Banquet. 
Also back by popular demand for 2008 is the Teamster Challenge. For more infor-
mation, contact Nancy Lundberg at lundberg@northern.usta.com or Hayley 
Horning Shibley at shibley@northern.usta.com.

USTA Northern Award Nominations Being Accepted;  
Deadline is September 12

Nominations are being accepted for the 2008 USTA Northern awards including: 
Albert Teeter Adult Sportsmanship Award, Family of the Year, Frank Voigt Pro of 
the Year, Jack Dow Adult Development Award, Jerry Noyce Junior Sportsmanship 
Award, Bob Larson Media Excellence Award, Member Organization of the Year 
Award, Ward C. Burton Junior Development Award and the Wolfenson/Ratner 
Community Service Award.

To learn more about each award or to download a nomination form, please 
visit www.northern.usta.com or contact Lisa Mushett at mushett@northern.usta.
com. 

Assorted Web Site News From Around The Section
• USTA Northern launched a new Web site look in June. Please send all sug-

gestions to Lisa Mushett at mushett@northern.usta.com or call her at (952) 
358-3282.

• Can’t get enough news about tennis in the Section? Learn what is happen-
ing in the area, as well as receive tennis tips, special offers and discounts by 
registering for the USTA Northern Web Newsletter. This FREE service comes 
straight to your e-mail twice a month. For more information, visit www.
northern.usta.com.

• The Web site for the South Dakota Tennis Association has changed. For the new 
site, please visit www.northern.usta.com/sdta.

• The National Public Parks Tennis Association (NPPTA) launched a new Web 
site, www.nppta.com.  

Save The Date: 
Community Development 
Workshop November 14-15 
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1001 West 98th Street, Suite 101
Bloomington, MN 55431

(952) 887-5001 • (800) 536-6982
Fax: (952) 887-5061

Kristi Bushinski (952-358-3280)
Adult and Junior Tennis Assistant
kbushinskinorthern@comcast.net
Christine Buysse (952-358-3290)
Community Tennis Assistant/Jr. Team  
Tennis Coordinator
buysse@northern.usta.com
Becky Cantellano (952-358-3291)
Community Development Specialist
cantellano@northern.usta.com
Pat Colbert (952-358-3283)
Assistant Executive Director and 
Junior Competition Specialist
colbert@northern.usta.com
Patty Egart (952-358-3292)
Corporate and Collegiate Tennis Coordinator
egart@northern.usta.com
Mike Goldammer (952-358-3284)
Executive Director
goldammer@northern.usta.com
Cory Haugen (952-887-5001, ext. 110)
Administrative Assistant
admin@northern.usta.com
Kara Johnson (952-358-3285)
Adult Competition Specialist
johnson@northern.usta.com
Nancy Lundberg (952-358-3286)
Community Tennis Assistant/Adult Tournament 
Coordinator
lundberg@northern.usta.com
Lisa Mushett (952-358-3282)
Director of Marketing and Communications
mushett@northern.usta.com
Kelley Okerman (952-887-5001, ext. 110)
Administrative Assistant
admin@northern.usta.com
James Poehler (952-358-3281)
Administration Director
poehler@northern.usta.com
Hayley Horning Shibley (952-358-3295)
Tennis Service Representative
shibley@northern.usta.com
Ursula Shute (952-358-3287)
Twin Cities Area League Coordinator
shute@northern.usta.com
Sandy Smith (952-358-3288)
Director of Membership and Sales
ssmith@northern.usta.com
Tony Stingley (952-358-3289)
Diversity Specialist
stingley@northern.usta.com

STAFF DIRECTORY
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Kristi Bushinski (952-358-3280)
Adult & Junior Programming Assistant
bushinski@northern.usta.com

Christine Buysse (952-358-3290)
Junior Teams Specialist
buysse@northern.usta.com

Becky Cantellano (952-358-3291)
Director of Tennis Programs and Services
cantellano@northern.usta.com

Pat Colbert (952-358-3283)
Assistant Executive Director/Director of 
Junior Competition
colbert@northern.usta.com

Mike Goldammer (952-358-3284)
Executive Director
goldammer@northern.usta.com

Cory Haugen (952-887-5001, ext. 110)
Administrative Assistant
admin@northern.usta.com

Hayley Horning Shibley (952-358-3295)
Tennis Service Representative, Eastern ND 
& NW Minnesota
shibley@northern.usta.com

Kara Johnson (952-358-3285)
Director of Adult Competition
johnson@northern.usta.com

Nancy Lundberg (952-358-3286)
Community Development Specialist/Adult 
Tournament Coordinator
lundberg@northern.usta.com

Lisa Mushett (952-358-3282)
Director of Marketing and Communications
mushett@northern.usta.com

Kelley Okerman (952-887-5001, ext. 110)
Administrative Assistant
admin@northern.usta.com

James Poehler (952-358-3281)
Director of Administration
poehler@northern.usta.com

Sandy Smith (952-358-3288)
Director of Membership & Sales
ssmith@northern.usta.com

Tony Stingley (952-358-3289)
Director of Training and Development
stingley@northern.usta.com



OUR PASSION

At Life Time Fitness, we share your love for the 

game. Our members enjoy the best tennis 

resources in the Twin Cities.

Join Life Time Fitness and take your  

love of tennis to a whole new level. Visit 

lifetimefitness.com for more information.

Bloomington South  952-830-7900
Crosstown  952-943-4600
Eden Prairie  952-829-8400
Lakeville  952-985-8800

Moore Lake  763-656-1500
Oakdale  952-593-3900
St. Louis Park  952-541-7100
White Bear Lake  651-426-1308

©2008 LIFE TIME FITNESS, INC. All rights reserved. RSMG8013
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Apply For 2009  
USTA Northern Councils &  
Committees
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USTA Northern is seeking applications from vol-
unteers for its Councils and Committees for 
2009-2010. Applications must be submitted to the 

USTA Northern Board Development Committee for all 
Council and Committee member positions by October 
1, 2008. Terms for the Councils and Committees are two 
years.

The Section desires representation on the various Councils 
and Committees from individuals who can serve as a resource 
of knowledge to the Section staff and Board. Candidates 
are welcome from all geographical areas of the section. 
Individuals of varied ethnic and cultural backgrounds are 
encouraged to apply.

The primary roles of a council and committee member 
include:
1.  Recommending ideas, thoughts and changes to 

Council/Committee Chair and Staff Liaison on any 
new or existing programs, services or initiatives the 
Council/Committee oversee. 

2.  Review, monitor and evaluate those programs and 
activities connected to Council/Committee duties to 
ensure the Council/Committee and Staff Liaison meet 
its goals.

3.  Work together with volunteers and staff in the spirit of 
cooperation and teamwork.

Below is a listing of the six Councils and 14 Committees 
and their primary function/purpose:

Adult Tennis Council – To advise and support staff and 
volunteers at all levels with promoting and expanding 
adult tennis programming which include collegiate 
initiatives, innovative play, adult/senior tournaments and 
USTA Leagues.

•	Collegiate	Committee

•	 Leagues	Committee	

•	 Leagues	Grievance	Committee	

•	Tournament	Play	Committee	

•	Twin	Cities	League	Committee

Community	 Development	 Council	 –	 To advise and support 
staff and volunteers at all levels with promoting and 
expanding community development initiatives which 
include Section awards, Community Tennis Association’s 
and NJTL Chapters, section grants and scholarships and 
Public Facility Assistance.

•	Awards	Committee

•	CTA/NJTL	Committee

•	Grants	and	Scholarships	Committee

•	Public	Facility	Assistance	Committee

Diversity	Council	–	To advise and support staff and volunteers 
at all levels with promoting and expanding diversity as an 
integral part in all facets of our organization as well as 
tennis programs throughout the section.

Junior	 Tennis	 Council	 –	 To advise and support staff and 
volunteers at all levels with promoting and expanding 
junior tennis programming via Jr. Team Tennis and Player 
Development.

•	 Jr.	Team	Tennis	Committee

•	Player	Development	Committee

Membership Council – To advise and support staff and 
volunteers at all levels in their efforts to increase 
membership, both individual and organizational, to retain 
existing members and to add value to member benefits.

Officials Council – To advise and support staff and volunteers 
at all levels with promoting and expanding our officials 
initiatives which include assignments, recruitment, 
tournaments and training. Act as the Officials Appeal 
Committee.

•	Tournaments	and	Assignments	Committee	

•	Training	and	Recruitment	Committee	

•	Disciplinary	Committee	

If you have any further questions regarding these 
positions or the process, please contact Mary Thompson, 
Board Development Committee Chair at 605-339-2048 or 
at mht10s@msn.com or Mike Goldammer, Executive 
Director at 952-358-3284 or at goldammer@northern.usta.
com. You may also contact the USTA Northern office at 
(952) 887-5001 or visit our website at www.northern.usta.
com for an application or to find out more regarding these 
opportunities.  
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USTA League Tennis 
& Adult Tournament News
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Ruby Rott was just looking for a little competition. A 
local USTA League Tennis presented by Chrysler player, 
she had been to two National Championships over the 

years at the 3.0 level, but was still yearning to play competi-
tive singles. She contacted USTA Northern Adult Tournament 
Coordinator Nancy Lundberg, who suggested she try her 
hand at the USTA National 65-75-85 Indoor Tournament 
held just outside of Kansas City.

“Singles is my first love so to be able to play against women 
my own age was really special,” Rott said. “The tournament 
director found a doubles partner for me from the area and 
she invited me to stay in her home. Once I pulled into her 
driveway, I never drove again until I left after our consolation 
final on Saturday. How is that for getting lucky?”

The initial experience only got better for Rott as the accom-
modations were first class the entire weekend. Local tennis 
players brought in lunch two days. There was a wine and 
cheese event one night and a players’ dinner the next. 

“The hospitality was outstanding. It was the ultimate in 
cordiality on and off the court.” 

Although Rott lost both of her singles matches in straight 
sets, she did win a doubles match in the consolation draw, 
with partner Jan Durrett, against 4.0 and 3.5 players. “I 
expected everyone to be better than me since most of the 
players were 4.0s,” Rott said. “Now that I can compete in 
the 75s, I was hoping I would be competitive, and I think 
I was!”

More importantly, Rott was 
able to meet a number of new 
tennis players from around 
the world including Mary 
Boswell and 91-year-old Dodo 
Cheney, who has won 379 
gold balls in her career.

“I remember Mary from 
the first time I competed in 
the 1993 Senior Olympic 
Nationals. I was awestruck by 
her tennis skills then, so it 
was fun to actually meet her 
in person. Besides being an 
incredible player, Dodo had 
on a beautiful tennis outfit which she made herself. Come to 
find out, she sews all her own outfits!”

Rott is already looking forward to next year, and hopes to 
recruit her Senior Olympics partner, Pat Dahlman, to join 
her. In the meantime, Durrett is trying to persuade her to 
play the USTA National 75s Grass Court Championships in 
Philadelphia this July and to enter the Women’s 75-And-Over 
Annual Friendship Cup in Portschach, Austria.

“If only I were made of money,” Rott joked about a poten-
tial trip to Austria. “I had a super time at the tournament. It 
was a great experience and I would encourage everyone to go 
for it!” 

Dawn Huber was always interested in playing tennis, 
but never knew anyone who played. Each summer, 
Huber would find a different sport to try for the fun, 

social and physical aspects. First it was volleyball (“a great 
social activity”). Next it was swimming. In her early 30s, she 
joined a bike club. 

Then something happened – almost as if all the stars 
aligned. She bumped into someone she worked with at 
Northwest Airlines who played tennis. Then she met long-
time tennis teaching professional Susan Allen, who hap-
pened to be working with Dawn’s best friend Jenny. After 
all these years of wanting to play, Dawn finally stepped on 
the court two years ago.

“All it took was finding someone who was interested,” 
said the 38-year-old Huber. “Susan really inspired me and 
saw I had some potential. She then told me about USTA 
Leagues and connected all the 2.5 beginning players in the 
Shakopee (Minn.) area so we could form teams. I captained 
one team and Susan’s mom captained the other.”

League tennis at the 2.5 level is taking off across USTA 
Northern as there are 124 players participating in 2.5 
leagues with five teams in the Twin Cities, three in Eau 
Claire and two each in Bismarck and Rochester this summer. 

In Eau Claire, YMCA tennis director Matthew Boughton 
had about 30 beginning players who had been drilling for 
the past year or two, but saw that the women were yearning 
for more.

“One day I overheard the ladies saying that drills are 
great, but they thought they were ready for some match 
play,” Boughton said. “I thought I could start some 2.5 
leagues and maybe grow the game of tennis even more. I 
found that leagues can really help the occasional player 
become a court rat.”

He was right about that. After getting a taste of league ten-
nis, Huber and many of Boughton’s players found that one 
match a week is not enough!

“My team’s biggest challenge now is trying to find more 
drilling opportunities or private lessons that work with our 
schedules so we can continue to get better,” Huber said.

“All the ladies who have joined leagues in Eau Claire 
are now taking private lessons. They are really looking to 
improve their games,” Boughton concurred.

To learn more about beginning leagues in your area, please 
contact your local Area League Coordinator or contact Kara 
Johnson, USTA Northern Section League Coordinator, at 
Johnson@northern.usta.com or at (952) 358-3285. 

Beginning Players Find What They Are Looking For In 2.5 Leagues

Ruby Rott (left) and partner Jan 
Durrett.
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Congratulations 
State Tournament &  
Junior Sectional Winners
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USTA Northern would like to congratulate all of its spring state tournament 
and Junior Sectional winners!
Minnesota (Boys)
Class AA Team: Edina (Head Coach Gary Aasen)
Class A Team: St. Paul Academy (Head Coach Viet Pham)
Class AA Singles: Michael Sicora (Buffalo)
Class A Singles:  Ben Kopecky (Rochester Lourdes)
Class AA Doubles: Amrik Donkena/Will Tremaine (Rochester Mayo)
Class A Doubles: Tips Jackley/Jack Bryant (The Blake School)

North Dakota  (Girls)
Team: Grand Forks Red River (Head Coach Tim Wynne) 
Singles: Callie Ronkowski (Grand Forks Red River)
Doubles: Samantha Anderson/Catie Mullally (Grand Forks Red River)

South Dakota (Boys)
Team: Rapid City Stevens (Head Coach Jason Olson) 
Flight 1: Billy Paluch (Rapid City Stevens)
Flight 2: Jack Hamburg (Rapid City Stevens)
Flight 3: Gib Moyle (Rapid City Stevens)
Flight 4: JJ Shultz (Rapid City Stevens)
Flight 5: Paul Fahrendorf (Sioux Falls O’Gorman)
Flight 6: Anthony Rauschenback (Sioux Falls O’Gorman)

DouBleS: 
Flight 1: Billy Paluch/Jack Hamburg (Rapid City Stevens)
Flight 2: Gib Moyle/JJ Shultz (Rapid City Stevens)
Flight 3: Brian Billion/Fahrendorf (Sioux Falls O’Gorman)

Wisconsin (Boys)
There were no winners from USTA Northern.

uSTA NorTherN JuNior SecTioNAlS 
June 6-11, 2008 • Baseline Tennis Center 
(Minneapolis)

SiNGleS:
Boys 12s - #1 Joey Anderson (Thompson, N.D.) def. 

Samuel Gearou (Zimmerman, Minn.), 6-1, 3-6, 6-0 
Girls 12s - #3 Ingrid Neel (Rochester, Minn.) def. #4 

Jessie Aney (Rochester, Minn.) 6-1, 6-2
Boys 14s - #2 Thomas Nath (Rochester, Minn.) def. #1 

Elliot Sprecher (Cadott, Wis.) 6-2, 3-6, 6-3
Girls 14s - #3 Meghana Vasireddy (Golden Valley, Minn.) 

def. #1 Melanie Yates (New Brighton, Minn.) 6-0, 6-1
Boys 16s - #1 Jack Hamburg (Rapid City, S.D.) def. #2 

Eric Frueh (Rochester, Minn.) 6-1, 6-1
Girls 16s - #1 Aria Lambert (Excelsior, Minn.) def. #2 

Callie Ronkowski (Grand Forks, N.D.) 6-0, 6-1
Boys 18s - #1 Michael Sicora (Buffalo, Minn.) def. #2 

Wyatt McCoy (Shoreview, Minn.) 6-4, 7-5
Girls 18s - #2 Alexa Palen (Rochester, Minn.) def. #1 

Brittany Faber (Minnetonka, Minn.) 6-1, 3-6, 6-1

DouBleS:
Boys 12s - Samuel Gearou/Joshua Gearou 

(Zimmerman, Minn.) def. #2 Charlie Adams (Wayzata, 
Minn)/Tommy Entwistle (Sioux Falls, S.D.) 8-6

Girls 12s - #1 Mimi Yunker 
(Grand Forks, N.D.)/Caitlin 
Bakke (Bismarck, N.D.) 
def. Katie Aney (Rochester, 
Minn.)/Alexis Nelson (St. 
Paul, Minn.) 8-2
Boys 14s - #2 Erik Johnson 

(Grand Forks, N.D.)/Myles 
Tang (Minneapolis) def. 
Matthew Delmastro 
(Eau Claire, Wis.)/Elliot 
Sprecher 9-8

Girls 14s - #1 Tacy Lay 
(Minneapolis)/Melanie 
Yates def. Meghana 
Vasireddy/Amber 
Washington (St. Paul, 
Minn.) 8-4

Boys 16s - #1 Eric Frueh/
Jack Hamburg def. #2 
Grant Bakke (Bismarck,

N.D.)/Tyler Hjalmquist (Moorhead, Minn.) 8-3
Girls 16s - #1 Makenna Borg (Eden Prairie, Minn.)/Aria Lambert def.

Callie Ronkowski/Sarah Whitaker (Dellwood, Minn.) 8-3 
Boys 18s - #2 Wyatt McCoy/Scott Sundstrom (Lino Lakes, Minn.) def. Mya 

Smith-Dennis (Savage, Minn.)/Hamish Weerasinghe (Edina, Minn.) 8-3
Girls 18s - #1 Hannah Dake (Excelsior, Minn.)/Brittany Faber def. Alexa 

Palen/Taylor Washington (St. Paul, Minn.) 8-5   

Michael Sicora
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Test names are the trademarks of their respective owners, who are not affiliated with 
The Princeton Review. The Princeton Review and The Princeton Review logo are trade-
marks registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office by The Princeton Review, Inc., 
which is not affiliated with Princeton University.

To enroll, call 800-2Review (800-273-8439) 
or visit PrincetonReview.com/USTA.

on the , ,  and 
Score More
Commitment. Preparation. Practice.  
We’ll condition you for success, guaranteed.

10% Discount on all classroom  
and online programs for USTA members!

Proud to be an Official Sponsor of  
USTA Northern Adult League Tennis.



Getting To Know… 
North Dakota Girls State Singles 
Champion Callie Ronkowski
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Q.	How did you start playing tennis?
A. I was 6 years old when I started taking lessons at Lincoln 

Park in Grand Forks. My mom wanted me to play tennis 
and my dad wanted me to play softball, but I didn’t like 
getting sweaty so I stuck with tennis.

Q.	What is your earliest tennis memory?
A. Playing in my first tournament in Bloomington, Minn. 

I didn’t even know how to keep score, but I ended up 
winning the tournament. 

Q.	What is the best thing about playing tennis?
A. I love the competition. Tennis is so different from what 

any of my friends do. I also really like playing tourna-
ments. It is fun to meet new people and see others from 
different places.

Q.	What is your greatest tennis memory?
A. Probably winning the state championship this year, as 

well as my team winning its seventh straight team title. 
The team championship match was really close (they 
beat Bismarck Century 4-3), so that made it even more 
special.

Q.	What are your greatest strengths?
A. My forehand is my primary weapon. I have a good serve 

and I am always trying to improve that because I am so 
tall. 

Q.	Where can you improve?
A. My net game. I am trying to work on getting into the 

net. Because I am so tall, it could be a huge advantage.

Q. You won your first individual state title this year? Talk about 
that? 

A. It was extremely exciting. I worked really hard this year, 
and to have all of my hard work pay off was rewarding.

Q.	Was there a lot of pressure on you since you were the favor-
ite? 

A. There was a lot of pressure on me because everyone 
expected me to fill (five-time North Dakota state cham-
pion and former teammate Liza Wischer) Liza’s shoes. 
I knew if I did my best, and continued to work hard, it 
would be fine.

Q.	What are your future plans?
A. I would really like to play Division I tennis somewhere 

in the Midwest. I am looking at Big 10 or Big 12 schools 
right now.

Q.	What are your summer tennis plans?
A. I am teaching tennis lessons for the Grand Forks Parks 

District at Lincoln Park which is the same park I learned 
to play tennis at. I also qualified for 16s Zonals and 
the USTA summer national tournaments by placing 
second at Junior Sectionals (she lost to Aria Lambert of 
Excelsior, Minn., in the finals).

Q.	Do you like teaching tennis?
A. It is fun. I am teaching the same things as my coaches, 

Tim and Tom Wynne, taught me when I was just start-
ing to play. Most of the kids are 4 or 5 years old and 
have never played tennis. It is really fun to watch them 
improve and see how far they come over the summer.

Q.	Grand Forks is a special tennis community. Talk a little about 
Grand Forks and why that is.

A. Tim and Tom Wynne have done a lot for tennis in Grand 
Forks. They make it fun. They are serious about wanting 
us to improve our skills, but they also know how to keep 
it fun. Now that there are so many really good junior 
players in Grand Forks, we help each other improve. We 
have drills that are open to every one of all ages which 
allows us to hit with great players every time. We also try 
to play as many tournaments as possible.

Q.	Who are you biggest influences?
A. Tim and Tom of course. Liza has also helped me a lot. 

She used to be my idol growing up when I started taking 
lessons from her way back when and now we are really 
good friends. We hit together as much as possible when 
she comes back home and we probably talk two or three 
times a week. 

Q.	What other interests do you have besides tennis? 
A. I was on the varsity golf team this year and we placed 

second at state. I don’t spend a lot of time on my golf 
game, but it is good to change it up so I do not burn out 
on tennis. I also played basketball until this year.  

Name: Callie Ronkowski

Hometown: Grand Forks, N.D.

Age: 16

School: Just completed her sophomore season at Grand Forks Red River High School
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Pro
Happenings   By Bruce Gullikson
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Northern pros fared extremely well 
in the USPTA National 
Indoors at the University 

of Minnesota’s Baseline Tennis 
Center. Winners from the 
Northern division included Avery 
Ticer in Men’s Open singles; Doug 
Matuska as consolation winner 
in Men’s Open; Glenn Britzius 
in Men’s 45 singles; Gary Aasen 
Men’s 45 consolation champ; Ryan 
Dussault and Kevin Whipple in 
Men’s Open doubles; Bill Kron 
and Mike Vidmar in Men’s Open 
doubles consolation; Mike Olson 
and Rej Keswani in Men’s 45 dou-
bles; Justen Seim and Lauren Hom 
in Open Mixed doubles; Christin 
Thurston and Mike Johnson in 
Open Mixed consolation and Marilyn 
Baker in Women’s Open singles. 
Congratulations to all the pros who 
took time out of their schedule to 
participate and showcase their skills. 
Special thanks to John Pratt for hosting 
the tournament and to USTA Northern 
and Burnsville Saturn for their support. 

In these times of rising gas prices and hectic schedules ten-
nis players should take note of the fact of the health benefits 
of tennis. 
• People who participate in tennis three hours per week, 

at a moderately vigorous intensity, cut in half their risk 
of death from any cause, according to the late Dr. Ralph 
Paffenbarger, who was an internationally recognized 
exercise authority and studied more than 10,000 people 
for 20 years. 

• Tennis players scored higher in vigor, optimism and 
self-esteem while scoring lower in depression, anger, 
confusion, anxiety and tension than other athletes and 
non-athletes, according to Dr. Joan Finn and colleagues 
at Southern Connecticut State University.

• Since tennis requires alertness and tactical thinking, it may 
generate new connections between nerves in the brain 
and promote a lifetime of continuing development of the 
brain, reported scientists at the University of Illinois.

• Tennis outperforms golf and most other sports in develop-
ing positive personality characteristics, according to Dr. 
Jim Gavin, author of “The Exercise Habit.”

• Competitive tennis burns more calories than aerobics or 
cycling, according to studies in caloric expenditures

For a list of 34 reasons to play tennis for the health of it, go 
to http://uspta.com/index.cfm?menuitemid=1933&menu
subid=581
Patrick McEnroe and Tracy Austin, former players on the 

ATP and WTA professional tours, respectively, have become 

certified Professional 1 members of 
the United States Professional Tennis 
Association, the world’s oldest and 
largest association of tennis-teaching 
professionals.

The USPTA certification process pro-
vides assurance that the tennis-teach-
ing professional’s knowledge and 
abilities have been tested thorough-
ly. There are three rating classifica-
tions for each newly certified USPTA 
member, which are Professional 3, 
Professional 2 and Professional 1. 
Professional 1 represents the high-
est-tested level in USPTA certifica-
tion. A candidate must be at least 
22 years old and have at least three 
years or five seasons of teaching 
experience. The candidate must 
pass the on-court and written por-
tions of the certification exam.

William Rutten, tennis direc-
tor at Bloomington South Life 
Time Fitness, helped conduct a 
PTR workshop and is in the pro-

cess of becoming a tester for the Professional Tennis 
Registry.

Life Time Fitness recently awarded a check for $5000 to 
the St Paul Urban Tennis Program. This is a great program, 
and director Susan Furtney, could always use more dona-
tions whether it is equipment, volunteer hours or cash. It 
is all appreciated. You can learn more about St. Paul Urban 
Tennis at http://www.stpaulurbantennis.org/.
Summer reading for players should include:
• Pete Sampras - The Mind of a Champion - a very insightful 

book on Pete’s development as a player and a person with 
some surprising insights and background information 
about players and injuries that were not widely known.

• Another great book published by a local is Tennis in the 
Northland by Jim Holden which is the definitive book on 
the history of Minnesota Boys High School tennis with 
great photos and background information. For instance, 
did you know there have been four female players on 
boys varsity teams? Tennis in the Northland is dedicated to 
John Mueller – a long time player and coach. It gets a big 
thumbs up from me.
State representatives for the PTR are Tony Stingley for 

Minnesota, Oliver Summers for North Dakota and Mary 
Thompson for South Dakota.

A classic quote: Bettina Bunge when asked what she 
learned from losing several matches to Martina Navratilova 
“How to shake hands!”

As always, if you have some information you would like to 
share, please contact me at brgtennis@aol.com.

See you on the courts for the health of it!
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THree WiN LiTTLe Mo regioNAL 
CHAMpioNSHip; AdvANCe To NATioNALS

Three players from USTA 
Northern won titles at the 
2008 Little Mo South Regional 
Tournament in Dallas. Ingrid 
Neel (Rochester, Minn.) won 
the Girls 10s, 
while Michaela 
Gordon (Rapid 
City, S.D.) won 
the Girls 9s and 
Joe Tarvestad 
( R o c h e s t e r , 
Minn.) won the 
Boys 9s. All three 
advance to the 
Little Mo National 
Champion-ships 
this fall in Austin, 
Texas.

Six USTA NorTHerN JUNiorS iNviTed To 
HigH perforMANCe CAMp iN CArSoN

USTA Northern juniors Charlie Adkins (Maple Grove, 
Minn.), Natalie Lorentz (St. Louis Park, Minn.), Floyd 
Penners (Minneapolis), Lars Scannell (Grand Marais, 
Minn.), David Turlington (Rochester, Minn.) and Austin 
Wong (Plymouth, Minn.) were all invited to partici-
pate in the USTA High Performance Training Camp for 
boys 11-and-under and girls 10-and-under June 23-27 in 
Carson, Calif. The girls camp was June 23-25, while the 
boys immediately followed June 25-27.

THree USTA NorTHerN CoMMUNiTy 
TeNNiS ASSoCiATioNS reCeive fUNdiNg

InnerCity Tennis (Minneapolis) and St. Paul Urban 
Tennis (St. Paul) received USTA Community Outreach 
Grants given to non-profit organizations that run tennis 
programs dedicated to diversity and inclusion. InnerCity 
Tennis received $2,500, while St. Paul Urban was given 
$1,500. The Cook County Tennis Association (Cook 
County, Minn.) received a $5,000 Community Funding 
Grant from USTA National to help promote and develop 
the growth of tennis within Cook County and a Public 
Facility Funding Grant from USTA Northern for $6,000 to 
be used towards the renovation of the Grand Marais Public 
Tennis Courts.

USTA NorTHerN 
offiCiALS HiTTiNg  
THe Big TiMe!

Congratulations to a number 
of tennis officials from USTA 
Northern who are doing big 
things nationally and interna-
tionally in 2008.
2008	Grand	Slam	Tennis	Officials: 
Australian Open - Tim Kurtt 
(St. Paul, Minn.); Wimbledon - 
Vyasacher Mohan (Maplewood, 
Minn.), Kurtt; Beijing Olympics 
- Kurtt; US Open - Doug Miller 
(Hopkins, Minn.), Mohan, 
Kurtt 
2008	 US	 Open	 Series: Indiana-
polis ATP - Miller, Mohan; 
Cincinnati ATP - Miller, Mohan; Washington ATP - 
Miller; New Haven ATP - Mohan 
2008	 USTA	 Chair	 Academy	 -	 Hilton Head, S.C. - Londell 
Pease (Minneapolis, Minn.)

JUNior pLAyer 
MiCHAeL SiCorA 
NAMed NATioNAL 
HigH SCHooL ALL-
AMeriCAN

Michael Sicora (Buffalo, 
Minn.) was named to 
the 2008 National High 
School Tennis All-America 
Team by the National 
High School Tennis All-
American Foundation for 
the second consecutive 
year. To be eligible for the 
award, a student-athlete 
must maintain above-average academic and citizenship 
records, compete on a high school tennis team and garner 
an individual national ranking. 

Sicora is the top-ranked boys 18s player in USTA Northern 
in both singles and doubles and 27th nationally in singles. 
The senior, who will play tennis at Northwestern in the 
fall, recently won the Minnesota State Class AA Singles 
championship, as well as the Boys 18s title at the USTA 
Northern Junior Sectional. 

Sicora also received the USTA National Bill Talbert 
Sportsmanship Award in March and was honored in a cer-
emony at the International Tennis Federation Hall of Fame 
Induction Ceremonies July 12 in Newport, R.I.
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Left: Joe Tarvestad

Tim Kurtt

Michael Sicora
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USTA NorTHerN pArTNerS WiTH SpeCiAL 
oLyMpiCS MiNNeSoTA

USTA Northern and Special Olympics Minnesota have 
joined forces in providing more tennis opportunities for 
Special Olympics athletes and people with intellectual 
disabilities in the Twin Cities. The teams participating 
in this new tennis initiative include groups in Lakeville, 
Farmington and Minneapolis. Additionally, there have been 
Special Olympic 
Minnesota tennis 
contingencies for 
a number of years 
in the communities 
of Medelia and St. 
James, the Northern 
suburbs of Brooklyn 
Park, Shoreview and 
Arden Hills and the 
South Region of the 
Twin Cities covering Inver Grove Heights, South St. Paul, 
West St. Paul and Mendota Heights. 

Highlighting this initiative was a Tennis Block Party 
at Life Time Fitness - Lakeville. Over 60 participants and 
volunteers took part in a fun-filled event where everyone 
went away smiling. Many of these participants then com-
peted in the first of two Area Tennis Competitions on June 
14 at the Fred Wells Tennis & Education Center. 

“Special Olympics Minnesota is dedicated to empower-
ing individuals with 
intellectual disabili-
ties to become phys-
ically fit, produc-
tive and respected 
members of society, 
and through tennis, 
we can achieve just 
that,” Betsy Voss, 
Special Olympics 
Minnesota Sports 
Program Manager, 
said. “Our hope is 

to get racquets in the hands of as many new athletes as we 
can this summer. I would love to see tennis grow into a 
statewide sport for Special Olympics Minnesota.” 

TeNNiS iN THe NorTHLANd;  
THe HiSTory of BoyS HigH SCHooL 
TeNNiS iN 
MiNNeSoTA 
NoW AvAiLABLe

USTA Northern mem-
ber Jim Holden 
(Northfield, Minn.) has 
completed Tennis In The 
Northland: The History of 
Boys’ High School Tennis 
in Minnesota. This excit-
ing compilation covers 
everything that has 
happened in the sport 
from 1929-2003. Tennis 
in the Northland is 
available at http://www.
bookhousefulfillment.
com.   

BriAN BierNAT WiNS BroNze BALL AT USTA 
MeN’S 50 iNdoor NATioNALS

USTA Northern Board 
Member Brian Biernat 
(Woodbury, Minn.) won 
a bronze ball after advanc-
ing to the semifinals of 
the USTA Men’s 50 Indoor 
Championship at Multnomah 
Athletic Club in Portland, Ore. 
Biernat, who was unseeded 
coming into the event, received 
a first-round bye before beat-
ing William Flekenstein of 
Seattle 6-4, 6-3. In the round 
of 16, Biernat defeated Kevin 
Shaw of Cleveland Heights, 

Ohio, 3-6, 6-3 and 6-4. Biernat then upset second seeded 
Wesley Cash of Chattanooga, Tenn., 5-7, 6-3, 6-2, before 
finally falling in the semifinals to seventh seed Randy 
Houston of Palm Desert, Calif., 7-6 (3) 6-3.

JoN rydBerg NAMed To  
U.S. pArALyMpiC TeNNiS TeAM

Jon Rydberg (Oakdale, 
Minn.) has been named to the 
2008 United States Paralympic 
Team competing in Beijing, 
China, September 6-17. 
Rydberg, competing in his sec-
ond Paralympic Games, will 
play both singles and doubles.

Rydberg joins fellow Oakdale 
resident Dan James as part of 
the American contingent in 
Beijing. James will serve as U.S. 
head coach for the third con-
secutive Paralympic Games.
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David Wheaton played 423 matches on the ATP Tour, 
winning 232, and can remember nearly every one of 
them. Just not the last.

“I know it was in 2001,” he says. “I just don’t remember 
who I played.”

It was Robby Ginepri. Lexington, Kentucky. Late July. 
The score was 7-6, 6-4. There was nothing particularly note-
worthy about it - easy to see why he wouldn’t remember - 
especially when the rest of his career was so unforgettable.

. . .
I met Wheaton at his childhood home in Deephaven, 

Minn. Lanky and upright, with piercing blue eyes and over-
sized hands, a little less hair but about the same weight as in 
his playing days, he greets me warmly at the front door and 
leads me into the living room. I have a lifetime of questions 
prepared, but as we sit all I can think is, “You got to the 
semifinals of Wimbledon. How did you do that?”

So I ask him exactly that. He just looks at me.
I explain. As he sits here, in this very room where as a boy 

he watched McEnroe and Connors, did he really think one 
day he could be doing the same thing?

“I just always assumed I’d be a professional tennis player,” 
Wheaton says. “I thought I’m going to play tennis locally 
and then I’m going to play national tournaments, and then 
I’m going to go to college, and then I’m going to turn pro. I 
just assumed I would always jump to the next level.”

I ask him to take me through it then. Level by level. 
Deephaven to Wimbledon. Just how did he do that? 

Wheaton grew up in a tennis family. His mother taught 
the sport at Minnetonka Country Club. His older brothers, 
Mark, a two-time state champion, and John, both played 
at the University of Minnesota. So did his older sister, 
Marnie. 

“I started playing when I was 4, shagging balls for my 
siblings,” he says. “My mom has pictures of me holding a 
cut-off wood racquet with no shoes on, a Speedo bathing 
suit and no shirt (laughs).”

A naturally gifted athlete — “I’m not sure I was any bet-
ter a tennis player than I was a hockey player” — he tore up 
the competition, winning the state tournament as a ninth 
grader. Then there was no one left to play, so he headed 
south looking for more competition.

“Nick Bollettieri came to Minnesota early on in my 10th-
grade year and offered me a scholarship to his academy,” he 
says. He couldn’t resist.

Once there, he roomed with Aaron Krickstein and palled 
around with Andre Agassi and Jim Courier. The training 
was intense.

“We’d go to school until about 12:30 p.m., and be at the 
academy by 1:30. You’re practicing from 1:30-5 or 5:30 every 
day in the sun, and the coaching and the competition, 
Nick would come out and work with us, all the challenge 
matches, the track, the running.”

Plus the dormitory lifestyle 
was a jolt. There was super-
vision, but kids were away 
from home, and kids will be 
kids. “It was a big transition 
for me coming from a close 
family here in Minnesota, 
in the Midwest, and going 
down there where it was sort 
of like Lord of the Flies,” he says.

But tenniswise, he always managed to hold the conch. 
He finished up his two and a half years at the academy by 
winning the US Open Junior Championship in 1987. He 
then spent a year at Stanford, where coach Dick Gould 
made him into a net attacker, taking advantage of his big 
serve and soft hands. He helped the Cardinal win the NCAA 
team title that year. Then it was time to go all in. He turned 
pro on July 4, 1988. His first match was against Sammy 
Giammalva.

“I lost two and two,” he says. 
Welcome to the show, kid. It didn’t get any easier.
“I got a wild card in Washington and lost. I got four 

wild cards and lost four first-rounds in a row. I was very 
dejected,” he says

So he did what young professionals do: slog through the 
Challengers, tennis’ minor leagues. He competed in events 
all over the world. He stuck to his power game and off the 
court, worked on his conditioning. The results followed. 
By 1990, he was regularly winning ATP tour matches and 
making noise in the Slams. He finished the year 27th in the 
world, although he might have been know more for his on-
court fashion statement – the red, white and blue headband 
that became his trademark.

“I wore headbands growing up because my brother Mark 
wore them,” he says. “When the first Gulf War started I had 
some left over from my Junior Davis Cup days that had stars 
and stripes on them. I started wearing them and it became 
my trademark. People still write me today asking for one. 
It’s amazing.”

Then came 1991 and Wimbledon - the tournament of his 
life. In that fortnight he beat a couple Rushmores including 
Ivan Lendl in the third round and Agassi in the quarters. 
That’s a career right there. Then he got Boris Becker in the 
semifinals and played him even-up before falling in three 
tight sets 6-4 7-6(4) and 7-5.

“I had 10 break points and didn’t convert one,” he says 
shaking his head at the memory. “I just had too much 
respect for him. I don’t think I really thought I could beat 
him. And he played Michael Stich in the final. If I had 
played Stich, I would have won. I really could have won 
Wimbledon.” 

He didn’t win Wimbledon, but he did win The Grand 
Slam Cup beating Stich in the finals and pocketing a cool $2 
million – the most prize money ever awarded for a tourna-
ment at the time.
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David Wheaton 
20 Years Later   by Adam Wahlberg
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Winning that tournament had a profound impact on him. 
“After that match, I knew winning more money and titles 

wasn’t going to make me happy,” he says. “For some people, 
that continues to motivate them because there’s never 
enough. For me it wasn’t like that.”

It was then he knew he needed something else. He didn’t 
know what exactly, but he took some time off the tour and 
collected his thoughts. He became a born-again Christian 
and dedicated himself to Bible studies with the same inten-
sity he brought to tennis. It felt right to him. It gave him 
serenity and strength. He was happy. 

In early 1992, he got back on the tour. And while he con-
tinued to perform at a high level— he rose briefly to No. 12 
in the world —he seemed to lose that razor’s edge that once 
allowed him to go deep in a major. Had his newfound inner 
peace cost him his competitive fire? He doesn’t think so. 

“I actually think I became more competitive,” he says. “I 
wish I had had that perspective earlier, I think I could have 
done better.”

He had good results through the middle of the decade but 
then injuries crept into his game. He had heel and elbow 
issues, which took a toll. The rest of the decade saw a slow 
decline in the rankings and the slowing of his body. By 
2001 his tank was empty.

And then September 11 happened. That clinched it.
“I remember seeing that and thinking the world is chang-

ing,” he says. “Plus, I was tired from traveling for 13 years. 
It just felt like time to stop.”

It wasn’t easy, though. It was a grieving process. Ginepri 
was just part of the letting go.

“The thing about that time of your career is you can’t stop 

thinking that it’s coming to an end,” he says.
But unlike so many athletes who don’t know where to go 

when the last ball is struck, Wheaton did. He was coming 
home to Minnesota.

. . .
Wheaton stays busy these days hosting a radio show, “The 

Christian Worldview” which airs Saturday mornings on 980 
AM in the Twin Cities. He is also a published author as his 
book, The University of Destruction, provides tips to college 
students on keeping their moral compass on campus. He 
regularly speaks in front of groups of young people on this 
topic. 

He also remains active in tennis. He competes in the 
occasional 35+ Tour stop (he played Gentleman’s Doubles 
again this year at Wimbledon) and serves as the club pro at 
the Wayzata Country Club. He also writes a pithy preview 
column before all the Grand Slams for the Minneapolis Star 
Tribune. 

 “Tennis has afforded me such an incredible education, 
the travel and the competition. I’ve just learned so much 
from it,” he says.

And so have we, through him. Namely, that someone 
from Minnesota, where snow covers the courts half the year, 
can make it to the top echelons of the sport.

Although the semifinals of Wimbledon? I still don’t know 
how he did that. 

 To read the full interview with David Wheaton go to www.northern.usta.com.    
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Advocacy Profile 
Support The Courts - 
Minneapolis   By Ellen Doll

Goal: To promote the health and well being of children and 
families in the City of Minneapolis by reconstructing tennis 
courts in Minneapolis Public Parks, focusing on courts that 
have youth and school programs.

Project Size: 20 new tennis courts in the following 
Minneapolis Public Parks: Kenwood, Powderhorn, Pershing 
and Webber Parks.

City Size: City of Minneapolis: Population 382,000

Lead Organization: Support the Courts Foundation  
(formerly the Kenwood Isles Tennis Association)

Length of Project: June 2004 – June 2008

Budget: $900,000 (total cost for 4 sites)

34 tennislifemagazine september 2008

SuPPOrt the COurtS –  
Minneapolis, Minn.

Project History:

With dwindling budgets, the Minneapolis Park & 
Recreation Board had little or no money for tennis 
court renovation and the MPRB comprehensive 

plan called for the downsizing or removal of most of the 
city’s tennis courts. In an effort to save important youth 
programming, we worked on raising funds for four sites in 
Minneapolis.

With little experience in fundraising, grant writing or 
starting a nonprofit, we worked with USTA Northern’s Becky 
Cantellano and Tennis in the Parks’ Marcia Bach, who both 
provided essential guidance and support. A $10,000 USTA 
Adopt-A-Court grant gave our project validity and things 
began to take shape. We then engaged friends and neighbors 
in launching the campaign, identifying individuals with 
expertise and experience to call upon for various needs and 
building the framework for the organization. 

A fundraiser featuring former Wimbledon semifinalist 
and Twin Cities’ resident David Wheaton in November of 
2004 served as the kickoff for the project, raising $25,000 by 
night’s end. 

We then presented the project at neighborhood association 
meetings, garnering support towards the effort. Local neigh-
borhoods, Lowry Hill and Kenwood, played central roles, 
contributing a combined total of $120,000. Minneapolis 
mayor R.T. Rybak added $50,000 to the city’s budget ear-
marked specifically for tennis courts and the Minneapolis 
Park & Recreation Board, a key partner in the project, con-
tributed $95,000 and agreed to provide amenities such as 
benches, drinking fountains and picnic tables.

What is a project without challenges? Just when we thought 
we had reached our fundraising goal for the Kenwood project, 
our engineer discovered city utility lines buried underneath 
the courts and needed to raise an additional $53,000 to relo-
cate one of the lines. In August 2007, after 2+ years of devel-

oping relationships and 
raising $404,000, the 
new Kenwood tennis 
courts became a reality.

“The outpouring of 
generosity from the neighbors was both exciting and hum-
bling,” said Sara Donaldson, treasurer of the project. 

Then we received “the phone call”! It was generous donor 
who contributed half of the funding needed for the next 
three sites. With a background in construction, he also nego-
tiated an agreement with a court contractor allowing us to 
build first-class courts at substantial savings. 

“While we all love tennis, we are equally excited to give 
kids a place to meet and learn important life lessons through 
sport,” the anonymous donor said.

Collaborating with InnerCity Tennis and the Minneapolis 
Park & Recreation Board, we then identified three sites for 
the next phase of renovations. Powderhorn, Pershing and 
Webber Parks were chosen because each had youth program-
ming that was dependent on them, as well as racially and 
economically diverse demographics.

In April, we were awarded our first corporate foundation 
grant from the General Mills Foundation. In May 2008, 
we held another fundraiser that netted $15,000. The same 
weekend, Minneapolis Southwest High School tennis parents 
hosted a barbeque, bringing in an additional $3,000. 

“It is seldom that something this good happens this quickly 
and without a host of community meetings or a property tax 
increase,” a Webber-Camden neighborhood resident said. 

Court construction is finished in the final three parks. 
Nearly 12 months of hard work by the Support the Courts 
Foundation volunteers is almost complete as we have only 
$50,000 left to raise. It will happen!

To learn more about Support The Courts and its efforts, 
please visit www.supportthecourts.net.  

Top: Powderhorn Park
Bottom: Kenwood Courts
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Racquet Ramblings
with
Greg Wicklund
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News Item: “Minnetonka’s 
David Wheaton will play 
at Wimbledon for the first 
time in two years this sum-
mer. He won the over-35 
doubles championship 
in 2004 and was runner 
up in 2005 and 2006.” 
Minneapolis Star Tribune, 
June 6, 2008.

Comment: A spirited 
round of applause to you David on being invit-

ed (with T.J. Middleton) to play in the world’s most presti-
gious tennis tournament. Here’s hoping your All-England 
Fan Club gave you and T.J. many a cordial and hearty “Jolly 
good,” as well as an abundant and robust “Good Show” 
during competition.

Court Report: Owatonna’s Brian Laumeyer, former Gustavus 
player, is Assistant Global Product Manager for Strings and 
Grips at Wilson in Chicago…Dan James will coach the 
U.S. wheelchair tennis team at the Beijing Paralympics…
German star Julian Dehn will join the Gopher tennis team 
this fall…Raoul Schwark, Gopher senior, was named All-
Big Ten for the second consecutive season…former state 
champ Whitney Taney of Edina was named to the All-Big 
Ten team as a freshman at Michigan…Andrew Lee, Eden 
Prairie State Champion, plays #1 for Middlebury College…
Dan Anderson, St. Olaf star, is now a specialist in infec-
tious diseases at Abbott-Northwestern Hospital…Southwest 
(Minneapolis) Lakers Lewis Wilcox and Dane Rasmussen 
are headed to Macalester College and North Dakota, 
respectively, while Anna Yarbrough will go to Luther with 
Cami Czech of Roseville, Scott Sundstrom of Centennial 
and Chase Krebsbach (Mounds View)…Doug Eden, Edina 
star and champion swimmer, will attend Virginia…John 
Kennefick, St. Thomas Academy star, is headed to Notre 
Dame…Nelson Iginla (Minneapolis South) is headed to 
Penn and Katie Elifson will play at South Dakota State…
Chris Kuna of the state champion Edina Hornets, will 
enroll at Wisconsin-Eau Claire. Others attending colleges 
from around the Section include: Hibbing’s Katie Boff 
(Minnesota-Duluth), Hopkins’ Robert Becker (Hamline), St. 
Paul’s Kristen Lasley (Cornell College), Hopkins’ Alexandra 
Erickson (Colgate) and Eastview’s Alexis Brown (Florida 
A&M).

A Junior Jest: Q. What did the racquet say during its first 
retirement speech? A. Thanks for stringing me along.

Business Briefs: The US Open will move from USA Network 
to ESPN and Tennis Channel next year under a six-year 
agreement with the USTA…Microsoft founder Bill Gates is 
a dedicated tennis player…St. Thomas player Doug Roseth 
is a Senior Mortgage Banker with Great Rivers Mortgage…
Keynote speaker at the USTA Tennis Teachers Conference 

August 23-26 is Justin Gimelstob, former pro player…the 
pride of Neenah, Wisc., John Whitlinger, coaches Stanford’s 
tennis team…John’s daughters, Teri and Tami, are for-
mer WTA players…Brad Pitt played high school tennis at 
Shawnee, Okla…Todd Sheldon, SuperValu Vice President, 
is a loyal tennis player…the USTA has launched a Web site 
for the nearly 1,800 high school tennis coaches who have 
adopted a no-cut philosophy for their teams (www.usta.
com/no-cut).

Roddick, the Court Jester: Andy Roddick, 25, proposed to 
model Brooklyn Decker, 20, in March. Roddick later joked 
about Decker’s engagement ring at the Sony Erickson Open 
in Key Biscayne, Fla. “I got it in a gumball machine – you 
know, those machines with the big claws…” (Actually, Andy 
bought the ring from 5th Avenue’s Tiffany & Co.)

High Tens To: Nelson Iginla for winning a $2,500 USTA 
scholarship…Athlete of the Week Michael Sicora, Buffalo 
State AA Champion who will play for Northwestern…Noah 
Swiler, Edina star who won all three of his matches, leading 
his team to the State championship…Edina’s Reid Mason 
helped Luther College qualify for the NCAA Division III 
National Championships with a 12-3 record in singles. Nic 
Edlefsen, winner of the Moore Lake Adult Invitational, 
defeating Mickey Maule 6-2, 6-3…Twin Cities Athena 
Award winners who played tennis include: Emily Warner 
(Edina), Jennifer Yelle (Coon Rapids), Lisa Klass (Richfield), 
Chaundera Riley (Minneapolis North), Chue Mai Thao 
(Minneapolis Edison), Kristin Stein (New Life Academy), 
Ann Elizabeth Kliethermes (North St. Paul), Elizabeth Ann 
Larson (Mounds Park Academy), Emily Becken (Centennial) 
and Molly Geske (Cretin-Derham Hall)…Rochester native 
Bethanie Mattek and Czech Vladimira Onrova won the 
doubles championship at the Bausch & Lomb Tournament…
Lindsay Risebrough, daughter of Minnesota Wild president 
Doug Risebrough, has been named MVP of the Gopher 
women’s tennis team.

Mirthful Matchplay: Eddie: “Linda, is that new member 
any good at tennis?” Linda: “Absolutely. She’s so good, she 
doesn’t have to make any bad calls.”

Belated Condolences to Family and Friends of Old Hitting 
Partners, Tennis Friends and Tennisseurs – Gene Sit (Edina), Bob 
Van Hoef (Prior Lake), Beatrice Curran-Ladd (Minneapolis), 
John Saylor (Roseville/Mendota Heights), Caroline Kelm 
(Minneapolis), Mary Carr (Minneapolis), Joe Wasserman 
(Grand Rapids), Carl Klein (Woodbury), Rod Blanchard 
(Apple Valley), Holly Weisberg-Chanen (Minnetonka), Gen 
Peterson (Fridley), Dr. Skip Petersen (Edina), Stevenson 
Miller (Minneapolis), Zack Wobbeking (Maple Grove) and 
Judy Corning-Leslie (St. Paul).

For the Road: Think like Olympians – “Citius, Altius, 
Fortius – Swifter, Higher, Stronger,” and watch your game 
grow!  
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Five USTA 
Northern Juniors  
Receive Scholarships
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Trista Arendt (Bloomer, Wis./Bloomer), Melissa 
Doyle (Mendota Heights, Minn./Visitation), Marie 
Holtzman (Yankton, S.D./Yankton) and Nelson Iginla 

(Minneapolis, Minn./South) were awarded USTA Tennis & 
Educationa Foundation grants. Arendt, Doyle and Holtzman 
all received the USTA T&EF College Education Scholarship, 

while Iginla was the male winner of 
the Eve Kraft College Scholarship. 
The College Education Scholarship 
is worth $6,000 each, while the 
Eve Kraft College Schoalrship is 
$2,500. 

The USTA Tennis & Education 
Foundation (USTA T&EF), the phil-
anthropic and charitable entity of 
the United States Tennis Association, 

announced that it will granted 54 high school students a 
variety of college scholarships totaling $287,000 this spring. 
An objective of the USTA T&EF is to encourage children 
to pursue their goals and highest dreams by succeeding in 
school and becoming responsible citizens. Each year, the 
USTA T&EF awards scholarships to deserving youth who 
have participated in USTA and other organized youth ten-
nis programs, and have demonstrated 
a financial need for college matricula-
tion. 

“By supporting young people we 
are investing in America’s future,” 
said Karen Martin Eliezer, Executive 
Director of the USTA Tennis and 
Education Foundation. “With the help 
of these scholarships, it is our hope that 
the students will continue to pursue 
their goals and act as stewards of their 
communities as they move on to higher 
education and throughout their lives.”

Arendt plans on attending Wisconsin-Stout in Menomonee, 
Wis., this fall. She is a member of National Honor Society, 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Art Club, Band, Dance and 
is the Vice President of Future Farmers of America. She is 
also graduating as the valedictorian of her class. 

Doyle was an all-conference tennis player at Visitation, 
while also playing in the band. She has been employed and 

volunteered at the Fred Wells Tennis 
and Education Center and has been 
a part of its NJTL program the past 
seven years. She has also served as 
a ball girl for a number of tourna-
ments in the area. She will attend 
St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minn., next 
year.

Holtzman will attend Briar Cliff 
University in Iowa in the fall. She is 
a member of National Honor Society 
and was a part of the National Youth 

Leadership Forum. She served 
as a Girls State Representative 
and was a member of Student 
Council, debate, drama, year-
book and band. She was a 
peer tutor and was a part of 
her church youth group.

Iginla was a semifinal-
ist at the 2007 Minnesota 
State High School Singles 
Tournament and qualified 
again in 2008, losing in the 
first round. He has also played Jr. Team Tennis, served as a 
ball kid at many local tournaments and was a member of 
the NJTL program at Fred Wells Tennis & Education Center. 
He is employed by the Fred Wells Tennis & Education Center 
as an instructor and staff member. Iginla is a member of 
National Honor Society and was a National Achievement 
Award Semifinalist. He won a 2007 USTA Player Incentive 
Award and plans to attend Penn in the fall.

Doyle’s sister, Bridget, who will be a senior next year also 
received a $500 Player Incentive Award from the USTA 
Tennis & Education Foundation.   

Three Selected To Attend  
NJTL National Leadership Camp in Washington DC

Luke	Elifson (Minneapolis, Minn.), Maalik	Konop-Defreitas (St. 
Paul, Minn.) and Maria	 Nickolay (Grand Marais, Minn.) have 
been selected to attend the 2008 USTA National Junior Tennis 
League Leadership Camp July 22-28 in Washington DC. 

Created in 1988, the USTA/NJTL Tennis Leadership Camp pro-
vides an educational, as well as motivational tennis experience, 
for NJTL participants who could not afford such an opportunity. 
The camp’s objective is to provide an opportunity for NJTL par-
ticipants to be a part of a tennis and social experience that will 
last a lifetime. The weeklong session emphasizes character and 
leadership development, good sportsmanship, physical fitness, 
proper nutrition and other healthy attitudes.

Elifson has been a member of the InnerCity Tennis program for 
the past 6 years. He is also a member of the varsity tennis team 
and plays Challenger 1 tournaments. Konop-Defreitas is an 
honor student and is part of the Spanish Emerson Program at 
Highland Park Middle School in St. Paul. He has been a member 
of the Fred Wells Tennis & Education Center NJTL the past four 
years and has participated in NJTL rallies, Jr. Team Tennis and 
tournament tennis. He is currently ranked 28th in USTA Northern 
in Boys 14s. He is also a top-level soccer player and plays the 
saxophone. Nickolay has participated in the Cook County NJTL 
since 2001, starting at the age of 7. She plays USTA Jr. Team 
Tennis and tournaments. Besides tennis, she also plays volleyball 
and participates in church youth activities. She also sings and 
plays musical instruments. 

Melissa Doyle

Marie Holtzman

Nelson Iginla

Trista Arendt
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