











Racquet Ramblings

with

Greg Wicklund

. 1 News Iltem: “Minnetonka’s
i David Wheaton will play
! at Wimbledon for the first
% o T C time in two years this sum-
' ‘ _‘.'u mer. He won the over-35
. doubles championship
‘ in 2004 and was runner
R up in 2005 and 2006.”
Minneapolis Star Tribune,
@ June 6, 2008.

Comment: A spirited

round of applause to you David on being invit-
ed (with T.J. Middleton) to play in the world’s most presti-
gious tennis tournament. Here’s hoping your All-England
Fan Club gave you and T.J. many a cordial and hearty “Jolly
good,” as well as an abundant and robust “Good Show”
during competition.

CourtReport: Owatonna’s Brian Laumeyer, former Gustavus
player, is Assistant Global Product Manager for Strings and
Grips at Wilson in Chicago...Dan James will coach the
U.S. wheelchair tennis team at the Beijing Paralympics...
German star Julian Dehn will join the Gopher tennis team
this fall...Raoul Schwark, Gopher senior, was named All-
Big Ten for the second consecutive season...former state
champ Whitney Taney of Edina was named to the All-Big
Ten team as a freshman at Michigan...Andrew Lee, Eden
Prairie State Champion, plays #1 for Middlebury College...
Dan Anderson, St. Olaf star, is now a specialist in infec-
tious diseases at Abbott-Northwestern Hospital...Southwest
(Minneapolis) Lakers Lewis Wilcox and Dane Rasmussen
are headed to Macalester College and North Dakota,
respectively, while Anna Yarbrough will go to Luther with
Cami Czech of Roseville, Scott Sundstrom of Centennial
and Chase Krebsbach (Mounds View)...Doug Eden, Edina
star and champion swimmer, will attend Virginia...John
Kennefick, St. Thomas Academy star, is headed to Notre
Dame...Nelson Iginla (Minneapolis South) is headed to
Penn and Katie Elifson will play at South Dakota State...
Chris Kuna of the state champion Edina Hornets, will
enroll at Wisconsin-Eau Claire. Others attending colleges
from around the Section include: Hibbing’s Katie Boff
(Minnesota-Duluth), Hopkins’ Robert Becker (Hamline), St.
Paul’s Kristen Lasley (Cornell College), Hopkins’ Alexandra
Erickson (Colgate) and Eastview’s Alexis Brown (Florida
A&M).

A Junior Jest: Q. What did the racquet say during its first
retirement speech? A. Thanks for stringing me along.

Business Briefs: The US Open will move from USA Network
to ESPN and Tennis Channel next year under a six-year
agreement with the USTA...Microsoft founder Bill Gates is
a dedicated tennis player...St. Thomas player Doug Roseth
is a Senior Mortgage Banker with Great Rivers Mortgage...
Keynote speaker at the USTA Tennis Teachers Conference

August 23-26 is Justin Gimelstob, former pro player...the
pride of Neenah, Wisc., John Whitlinger, coaches Stanford’s
tennis team...John’s daughters, Teri and Tami, are for-
mer WTA players...Brad Pitt played high school tennis at
Shawnee, OKkla...Todd Sheldon, SuperValu Vice President,
is a loyal tennis player...the USTA has launched a Web site
for the nearly 1,800 high school tennis coaches who have
adopted a no-cut philosophy for their teams (www.usta.
com/no-cut).

Roddick, the Court Jester: Andy Roddick, 25, proposed to
model Brooklyn Decker, 20, in March. Roddick later joked
about Decker’s engagement ring at the Sony Erickson Open
in Key Biscayne, Fla. “I got it in a gumball machine - you
know, those machines with the big claws...” (Actually, Andy
bought the ring from 5th Avenue’s Tiffany & Co.)

High Tens To: Nelson Iginla for winning a $2,500 USTA
scholarship...Athlete of the Week Michael Sicora, Buffalo
State AA Champion who will play for Northwestern...Noah
Swiler, Edina star who won all three of his matches, leading
his team to the State championship...Edina’s Reid Mason
helped Luther College qualify for the NCAA Division III
National Championships with a 12-3 record in singles. Nic
Edlefsen, winner of the Moore Lake Adult Invitational,
defeating Mickey Maule 6-2, 6-3...Twin Cities Athena
Award winners who played tennis include: Emily Warner
(Edina), Jennifer Yelle (Coon Rapids), Lisa Klass (Richfield),
Chaundera Riley (Minneapolis North), Chue Mai Thao
(Minneapolis Edison), Kristin Stein (New Life Academy),
Ann Elizabeth Kliethermes (North St. Paul), Elizabeth Ann
Larson (Mounds Park Academy), Emily Becken (Centennial)
and Molly Geske (Cretin-Derham Hall)...Rochester native
Bethanie Mattek and Czech Vladimira Onrova won the
doubles championship at the Bausch & Lomb Tournament...
Lindsay Risebrough, daughter of Minnesota Wild president
Doug Risebrough, has been named MVP of the Gopher
women'’s tennis team.

Mirthful Matchplay: Eddie: “Linda, is that new member
any good at tennis?” Linda: “Absolutely. She’s so good, she
doesn’t have to make any bad calls.”

Belated Condolences to Family and Friends of Old Hitting
Partners, Tennis Friends and Tennisseurs — Gene Sit (Edina), Bob
Van Hoef (Prior Lake), Beatrice Curran-Ladd (Minneapolis),
John Saylor (Roseville/Mendota Heights), Caroline Kelm
(Minneapolis), Mary Carr (Minneapolis), Joe Wasserman
(Grand Rapids), Carl Klein (Woodbury), Rod Blanchard
(Apple Valley), Holly Weisberg-Chanen (Minnetonka), Gen
Peterson (Fridley), Dr. Skip Petersen (Edina), Stevenson
Miller (Minneapolis), Zack Wobbeking (Maple Grove) and
Judy Corning-Leslie (St. Paul).

For the Road: Think like Olympians — “Citius, Altius,
Fortius — Swifter, Higher, Stronger,” and watch your game

grow! &
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Five USTA

Northern Juniors
Receive Scholarships

ista Arendt (Bloomer, Wis./Bloomer), Melissa
I Doyle (Mendota Heights, Minn./Visitation), Marie
Holtzman (Yankton, S.D./Yankton) and Nelson Iginla
(Minneapolis, Minn./South) were awarded USTA Tennis &
Educationa Foundation grants. Arendt, Doyle and Holtzman
all received the USTA T&EF College Education Scholarship,
while Iginla was the male winner of
the Eve Kraft College Scholarship.
The College Education Scholarship
is worth $6,000 each, while the
Eve Kraft College Schoalrship is
$2,500.

The USTA Tennis & Education
Foundation (USTA T&EF), the phil-
anthropic and charitable entity of
the United States Tennis Association,
announced that it will granted 54 high school students a
variety of college scholarships totaling $287,000 this spring.
An objective of the USTA T&EF is to encourage children
to pursue their goals and highest dreams by succeeding in
school and becoming responsible citizens. Each year, the
USTA T&EF awards scholarships to deserving youth who
have participated in USTA and other organized youth ten-
nis programs, and have demonstrated
a financial need for college matricula-
tion.

“By supporting young people we
are investing in America’s future,”
said Karen Martin Eliezer, Executive
Director of the USTA Tennis and
Education Foundation. “With the help
of these scholarships, it is our hope that
the students will continue to pursue
their goals and act as stewards of their
communities as they move on to higher
education and throughout their lives.”

Arendtplansonattending Wisconsin-Stoutin Menomonee,
Wis., this fall. She is a member of National Honor Society,
Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Art Club, Band, Dance and
is the Vice President of Future Farmers of America. She is
also graduating as the valedictorian of her class.

Doyle was an all-conference tennis player at Visitation,
while also playing in the band. She has been employed and
volunteered at the Fred Wells Tennis
and Education Center and has been
a part of its NJTL program the past
seven years. She has also served as
a ball girl for a number of tourna-
ments in the area. She will attend
St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minn., next
year.

Holtzman will attend Briar Cliff
University in Iowa in the fall. She is
a member of National Honor Society
and was a part of the National Youth

Trista Arendt

Melissa Doyle

Marie Holtzman

Leadership Forum. She served
as a Girls State Representative
and was a member of Student
Council, debate, drama, year-
book and band. She was a
peer tutor and was a part of
her church youth group.

Iginla was a semifinal-
ist at the 2007 Minnesota
State High School Singles
Tournament and qualified
again in 2008, losing in the
first round. He has also played Jr. Team Tennis, served as a
ball kid at many local tournaments and was a member of
the NJTL program at Fred Wells Tennis & Education Center.
He is employed by the Fred Wells Tennis & Education Center
as an instructor and staff member. Iginla is a member of
National Honor Society and was a National Achievement
Award Semifinalist. He won a 2007 USTA Player Incentive
Award and plans to attend Penn in the fall.

Doyle’s sister, Bridget, who will be a senior next year also
received a $500 Player Incentive Award from the USTA
Tennis & Education Foundation. £}

Nelson Iginla

Luke Elifson (Minneapolis, Minn.), Maalik Konop-Defreitas (St.
Paul, Minn.) and Maria Nickolay (Grand Marais, Minn.) have
been selected to attend the 2008 USTA National Junior Tennis
League Leadership Camp July 22-28 in Washington DC.

Created in 1988, the USTA/NJTL Tennis Leadership Camp pro-
vides an educational, as well as motivational tennis experience,
for NJTL participants who could not afford such an opportunity.
The camp’s objective is to provide an opportunity for NJTL par-
ticipants to be a part of a tennis and social experience that will
last a lifetime. The weeklong session emphasizes character and
leadership development, good sportsmanship, physical fitness,
proper nutrition and other healthy atfitudes.

Elifson has been a member of the InnerCity Tennis program for
the past 6 years. He is also a member of the varsity tennis team
and plays Challenger 1 tournaments. Konop-Defreitas is an
honor student and is part of the Spanish Emerson Program at
Highland Park Middle School in St. Paul. He has been o member
of the Fred Wells Tennis & Education Center NJTL the past four
years and has participated in NJTL rallies, Jr. Team Tennis and
tournament tennis. He is currently ranked 28th in USTA Northern
in Boys 14s. He is also a top-level soccer player and plays the
saxophone. Nickolay has participated in the Cook County NJTL
since 2001, starfing at the age of 7. She plays USTA Jr. Team
Tennis and tournaments. Besides tennis, she also plays volleyball
and participates in church youth activities. She also sings and
plays musical instruments. &J
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