
 

 
National Regulations regarding Team Defaults: 
 
What is a team default?  
 
National Regulations and Q & A 
 
From Q & A (page 9) 
 
What happens when a team without the minimum number of rostered players participates in a 
team match? 
 
Team A arrived for an adult league match with 3 players - their captain was not present. Team B 
arrived with 7 players. Between themselves, they agreed to play #1 & #2 singles, and they would 
each take a double default at one of the doubles positions, and team B would receive the win 
by default of the other 2 doubles positions. They were all OK with that. Team A (3 players) won 
the 2 singles positions, so the match ended with a 2-2 tie with a double default at #3 doubles. 
Team A (3 players) won #1 & #2 singles, Team B won #1 & #2 doubles by default, and #3 
doubles was a double default. 
 
Team Defaults: The entire team match is considered a team default. An administrator must go 
into TennisLink and make the required changes. Team B will be credited with the team win. 
 
Regulation: 2.03K 
2.03K Team Defaults. In all championships after local league competition, a team must have a 
minimum number of eligible players available for play in each team match in accordance with the 
table below or the entire match must be defaulted. The maximum number of positions that may 
be defaulted without defaulting the entire match is also noted. When defaults are necessary, the 
defaults shall be determined by the team captain in accordance with the table below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
2.03L Scoring of Team Defaults. If a team defaults an entire team match for any reason during 
round robin play, then all matches of that team played or to be played, shall be null and void 
when determining standings. If all teams in contention for the Championships have already 
played the defaulting team in good faith, the matches stand as played. The section may impose 
further sanctions or penalties on said team. 
 
From Q and A: 
 
Question: Within USTA League Regulation dealing with Scoring a Team Default, what is the 
definition of "in contention?” 
 
Answer: Interpretation: "In contention” has been defined as "Any team that has a mathematical 
chance to win or place second in the event at the time the default occurs." 
See Regulation: 2.03L 
 
 
Question: Regulation 2.03L Championship Scoring a Team Default states: 
“If a team defaults an entire team match for any reason during round robin play, then all 
matches of that team, played or to be played shall be null and void. . . .” 
 
Is the local league required to follow this regulation if no alternative rule is in place at the section, 
district or local level? 
 
Answer: Yes. If the section, district or local league does not have a specific rule in place to cover 
a full team default it must follow the national championship regulation. Remember, the objective 
is to play the match. The Section is encouraged to put a procedure in place. 
If they elect to use the championship rule, they should be aware that if all teams in contention 
have played the defaulting team – those scores will stand. 
 
For example, if the first place team defaults an entire team match (unable to contest the match for 
the team point), and the section, district or local league have elected to use the championship 
rule, that team is subject to the regulation in place for championships (The other teams that have 
a chance to win the competition should be credited with the matches played against this team.) 
See Regulation: 2.03L 
 
 



Question: A flight has a triple round robin scheduled. If there is a full team default, would all 
matches in the triple round robin be considered null and void? 
 
An area has decided to follow the championship scoring rules of full team defaults for their local 
league. 
 
Answer: No. 
The key word here is CHAMPIONSHIP rules. There is usually only one round robin played during 
a given championship while a flight may play 2 or even 4 round robins in their local league. Each 
of those RR’s makes up a tier/segment of the local league season. Each individual tier/segment 
will be considered separately for purposes of a full team default. If there is a full team default in a 
triple round robin only the RR tier/segments that have the full team default will be impacted. Each 
of the 3 Round Robin segments will be treated as whole and separate within the local league 
flight. If the first RR was finished and the full team default occurred during the 2nd RR then all 
matches for the first RR would stand. Also remember that if all teams in contention had played 
the defaulting team (2.03L), those matches would stay in the system. 
 
 
Section Regulation regarding Team Defaults: 
 
2.01C(6) Team Defaults  If a team defaults an entire team match (see National Regulations 
2.03K and 2.03L) for any reason during round robin play, then all matches of that team played or 
to be played, shall be null and void. If all teams in contention for the Championships have 
already played the defaulting team in good faith, the matches stand as played.  "In contention” is 
defined as "Any team that has a mathematical chance to win or place second in the event at the 
time the default occurs."  
 
Round robin segments will be treated as whole and separate within the local league flight. If the 
first RR was finished and the full team default occurred during the 2nd RR then all matches for 
the first RR would stand. The same applies to any flights that split during a season. 
 
If a default of an entire match is claimed, an administrative grievance may be filed by USTA 
Northern against the defaulting team. If the local league committee determines that there was 
good cause for not playing the match, it may require that the match be rescheduled and played 
according to the local rescheduling policy. If the local league committee determines that there 
was no good cause, the team’s season may be declared null and void, and for the purpose of 
standings, all its matches may be voided.  
 
Additionally, the section may impose suspension of team captains and players for a team default 
as requested by the local league committee to the Section Leagues Committee and may include 
suspension from all USTA league participation for up to one year. 
 
As a section policy, any captains involved in a match that is to be scored a total team default may 
not enter the scores, but instead must contact the section office to discuss the situation. 


