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PACIFIC NORTHWEST




USTA Pacific Northwest Junior Team Tennis Rules

for the 2012 Championship Year 

USTA Pacific Northwest Rules are Published in Blue. Rules adopted by the USTA Pacific Northwest Jr. Team Tennis Committee shall effect leagues that fall within season of Sept. 1, 2011 through Aug. 31, 2012.
(USTA PNW SECTION COMMENT 1.02B)

For all levels of play, be sure to review the NTRP guidelines, rule 2.01 G(5)c as well as other rules related to eligibility before registering for USTA Jr. Team Tennis. Also consult your coach for more information about NTRP levels. The following comments in section 1.02B are designed to assist you in choosing the correct level of USTA Jr. Team Tennis. They are not a substitute for other written rules. 

Beginner 

Players in the beginner division may have little or no match play experience. Beginner level players may have played in Rookie level tournaments. However, the beginner level is reserved for entry level tennis players. 
Intermediate

The intermediate division includes players in a broad range. It includes players who have no tournament experience and may be entry level players. It also includes players who have experienced success in Challenger level tournaments. Some players in the intermediate level may have won matches in Championship level tournaments. Players who do not have any tournament experience are encouraged to play in a tournament before registering for the intermediate level to better gauge their level of play. The Intermediate division (NTRP 3.0 and below) may be divided by the local league coordinator into two skill levels: “A” and “B.” The “A” division will represent the higher of the two skill levels. However, both the Int. “A” and Int. “B” divisions are eligible to advance to the USTA Jr. Team Tennis Section Championship in the Intermediate division. Players are encouraged to consult with their coach and league coordinator before choosing the level most consistent with their own ability.

Advanced

The advanced division is designed for players who want to play in the highest level of USTA Jr. Team Tennis competition offered by the USTA Pacific Northwest Section. Advanced players typically play in Championship level tournaments.

1.03 (A) Each local league in the USTA Pacific Northwest Section will establish its’ own registration guidelines and deadlines within TennisLink. See rule 2.01H for information on how to register for the 2012 USTA Jr. Team Tennis Section Championship. 

1.03 (B) Registration for the 2012 USTA Pacific Northwest Jr. Team Tennis Section Championship: Any team that plays in an approved USTA Pacific Northwest Jr. Team Tennis Local League may advance to and register for a USTA Pacific Northwest Jr. Team Tennis Section Championship provided a minimum of three boys and three girls listed on the team roster meet the eligibility requirements. (See Section 2.03A Eligibility) Only those players that meet the eligibility requirements may register for and participate in the USTA Pacific Northwest Jr. Team Tennis Section Championship.

1.04 (A) All scores must be reported within 48 hours of the conclusion of the match unless otherwise dictated by the local league coordinator or section coordinator. Scores not reported within the required time frame may not be counted toward the teams’ local play history.

1.10 (A) Teams must participate in and meet eligibility requirements in a summer league season between May 1 and July 27, 2012 in order to advance to the USTA Pacific Northwest Jr. Team Tennis Section Championships or the USTA Jr. Team Tennis National Championships. Leagues outside of these dates may appeal to the USTA Pacific Northwest Jr. Team Tennis Committee for approval and will be considered on a case by case basis. 
1.13 (A) In the USTA Pacific Northwest Section, USTA Jr. Team Tennis Coordinators of Local Leagues must apply to the USTA Pacific Northwest Jr. Team Tennis Coordinator in order to have their league approved. Applications are available on the USTA Pacific Northwest web page under USTA Jr. Team Tennis. All applications must be filed and accepted 15 days prior to the start of registration. 
1.19 (A) The USTA Pacific Northwest will offer several USTA Jr. Team Tennis league seasons. The time of the leagues will depend on the local league provider. Only participants in the summer season will have a chance to qualify for the USTA Jr. Team Tennis Sectional and National Championship. 
Local league providers may apply with the USTA Jr. Team Tennis Coordinator to offer a winter, spring or fall season that qualifies teams to advance to the USTA Jr. Team Tennis Section

Championship. However, local league coordinators must designate one specific season to qualify teams for the USTA Jr. Team Tennis Section Championship for their local league. Applications for the 2012 USTA Jr. Team Tennis season must be sent by e-mail to Markt@pnw.usta.com. Confirmation of application will be sent to the same e-mail address used to send in the application. Each application will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis.

2.01A (1) For a complete list of USTA Jr. Team Tennis Leagues eligible to advance teams to the 2012 USTA Pacific Northwest Jr. Team Tennis Section Championship, go to the USTA Pacific Northwest Web page.

2.01G(5)a (Continued) Players in the USTA Pacific Northwest Section may play on more than one team in any season provided:

1. The player sends an e-mail to Markt@pnw.usta.com declaring which team he or she will play for in the USTA Jr. Team Tennis Section Championship. The e-mail must be sent before the team registers for the 2012 USTA Jr. Team Tennis Section Championship.

2. The player notifies both coaches which team he or she will play for at the USTA Jr. Team Tennis Section Championship before the team registers for the Section Championship.

3. The two teams are not in the same age and skill group. For example, a player may not play on two U14 Intermediate teams.

4. A player may not play on an intermediate team and an advanced team in the same season.

2.01G(5)c (continued) Players are excluded from playing in the intermediate division if any of the following apply:
1. The player earned 200 or more points in Championship level USTA Pacific Northwest sanctioned tournaments in any combination of the following age groups: 18-and-under, 16-and-under, 14-and-under, 12-and-under, according to the final 2011 Pacific Northwest Rolling Standing Lists published  December 21, 2011. (For example, if a player has 155 points in the 14-and-under age group and 120 points in the 16-and-under age group, that player is NOT eligible to play in the intermediate division under this rule.)

2. The player acquired three or more match wins in Championship level USTA Pacific Northwest sanctioned tournaments between Jan. 1, 2011 and Dec. 14, 2011 in any combination of the following age groups: 18-and-under, 16-and-under, 14-and-under, 12-and-under. All wins that result in points being earned do not count as wins for the purpose of this rule. A walk-over, withdrawal, retirement and a default do NOT count as wins for the purpose of this rule. (For example, a player with 2 wins in

Championship level tournaments in the 14-and-under age group and 1 win in Championship level tournaments in the 12-and-under age group would have a total of 3 wins and therefore must play in the advanced group.) This rule applies to singles wins only.

2.01G (5)d Players may be eligible to participate in the intermediate division in the fall and winter of 2011 and ineligible to play in the USTA Jr. Team Tennis Section Championship in the Summer of 2012. Players are urged to keep careful record of their wins and losses throughout the year if they plan on participating in the 2012 USTA Jr. Team Tennis Section Championship in the summer of 2012. Players may be ruled ineligible for the intermediate division even if their team has already qualified for the 2012 USTA Pacific Northwest Section tournament. 

2.01G(5)e Players may appeal their own placement for level of play. Appeals must be made in writing to the USTA Jr. Team Tennis Committee by July 7, 2012.
2.01G(5)f Players who permanently reside outside the USTA Pacific Northwest must play in the advanced division unless they have prior authorization from the USTA/PNW Jr. Team Tennis Committee.

2.01G(5)g Players and coaches are responsible for keeping track of their own wins and losses and are responsible for registering for the correct level.

(USTA PACIFIC NORTHWEST COMMENT)

In order to calculate your standing points go to: http://www.pnw.usta.com/home/default.sps. Under Jr. Tennis, select “Rankings.” Select the correct “year,” “division” and “12 month rolling standing list.” Click “find-it.” Please note that there may be some tournaments from the end of 2010 included in a players’ point total for the purpose of USTA Jr. Team Tennis.

2.01H (continued) Local League Champions

(a) Teams and players that do not meet the eligibility requirements by July 27, 2012 will not be permitted to participate in the USTA Pacific Northwest Jr. Team Tennis Section Championship.
2.01H (continued) Registration

Teams participating in qualifying USTA Pacific Northwest Jr. Team Tennis Leagues are invited to advance to the USTA Pacific Northwest Jr. Team Tennis Section Championships on a first-come first-serve basis. Teams interested in participating must follow both of the following two steps:

(Step 1) E-mail an RSVP to Mark Toppe at Markt@pnw.usta.com after June 23 and before July 7, 2012. The e-mail must include the following:

(a) Team Number

(b) Parent Manager/Coach name e-mail & phone number. (Provide the number for tournament day).

(c) alternate contact name and phone number

(d) Team Name

(e) Name of League

(f ) Division of play. (Only one team per coach at each age group sectional event) You will receive an e-mail confirmation in reply sent to the same e-mail used to make the RSVP. By sending the RSVP, the team acknowledges that they have read and agree to comply with the USTA Jr. Team Tennis Rules.

(Step 2) Register and pay the entry fee in Tennis Link after all the participants from the advancing team have met the eligibility requirements. The minimum team size at the USTA Jr. Team Tennis Section tournament is 3 boys and 3 girls. Teams with fewer than 3 boys and 3 girls will be subject to penalties at the USTA Jr. Team Tennis Section Championship. More than 3 boys and 3 girls are recommended.

2.03A (continued) Eligibility

(1) Teams must participate in an approved USTA Jr. Team Tennis League in order to qualify for the USTA PNW Jr. Team Tennis Section Championship.

(2) In order to qualify for the USTA Jr. Team Tennis Section Championship, a player must:

a. Compete in three separate dual matches against three separate opposing teams. (For example, a girl who plays girls singles and girls doubles in one dual match against the same team under the same match ID will receive credit for only one match.)

b. Record all three match scores under the team number that is advancing to the USTA PNW Jr. Team Tennis Section Championship prior to the registration deadline of the USTA PNW Jr. Team Tennis Section Championship.

(3) It is the responsibility of the player and the coach to be certain that an accurate record of the players’ match history is recorded in TennisLink.

(4) It is the responsibility of the player and the coach to be certain that the player meets the necessary qualifications to compete in the USTA PNW Jr. Team Tennis Section Championship.

(5). If there are only two teams competing in a league, all three dual matches may be played against the same team.

2.03B Substitutions
See national guidelines
3.02A (continued)

Parties filing a grievance or an appeal must be certain to file their appeal at the appropriate level. Grievances and appeals concerning the USTA Pacific Northwest Jr. Team Tennis Section Championship or the local leagues in the Pacific Northwest Section must be filed with the USTA Pacific Northwest Grievance or Appeals Committees. Grievances related to sportsmanship will be reviewed by the USTA Pacific Northwest Sportsmanship committee.
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