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Dear Adult League Team Captains,






December 11, 2012
The 2012 Adult USTA League tennis season will soon be here.  I hope you can join Elece Fiocchi, Lea Hawkins and me for a great year of USTA League play. Elece and Lea will be working together as the EA WA Adult League coordinators this year.  I will be organizing the Spokane area adult leagues as usual.
The year-end 2011 ratings (used for playing in 2012) are available at http://tennislink.usta.com/leagues or at www.pnw.usta.com.  Again this year, appeals other than medical appeals must be done online at http://tennislink.usta.com/leagues. The medical appeal form can be found at www.pnw.usta.com and should be filled out and sent to Sheila Banks. There is no deadline for appeals.  

This year the local Spokane area league play will start February 3 and will end May 5, 2012. 

The captain’s meeting will be held January 19 at 6pm at Spokane Club at 4th Ave.  This meeting is optional for returning captains but mandatory for all new captains.
The top teams from each division will advance to the league playoff tournament in Tri-Cities, May 18-20.  The number of teams to advance from each division will be determined in March when we know how many teams we have in each division in Spokane and the Tri-Cities. Winners of the May playoffs will advance to the USTA/PNW Section Championships in Portland, August 10-12.

A few rules to remember:

1. New last year - Any player who is 70 or older in 2012 who has played at a level for the 3 previous years (without benefit of an appeal) will be granted an appeal if they were promoted to a higher level this year. The player must send their name and USTA number to ustaappeals@aol.com. The data will be verified and submitted to nationals for the change. 

2. New last year – If a league consists of only 2 teams in the level of play, each team must maintain its roster with 60% of its players at the designated NTRP level.

3. A person who turns 18 in 2012 can play on an adult team.

4. The USTA dues for a one year Adult Membership is $42 until December 31, 2011. Membership dues increase to $44 in 2012 for the same type of membership.
5. Ratings are good for 3 years for persons 59 and younger in 2012. They are good for 2 years for persons 60 and older in 2012. A returning player MAY be able to self-rate .5 below his previous NTRP rating, however this is not guaranteed.

6. 50% Rule – This rule says that 50% of the players on the roster must be rated at the level they are playing.  For example, on a 4.0 team, at least half of those on the roster must be rated 4.0. 

7. Players may play at his/her rating or 1 level higher.  This means a 3.5 rated player may play at 3.5 and/or 4.0, but cannot play at any other levels.  

8. All players who do not have a computer rating must self-rate when they register for a team.  Self-rating and appealing the self-rating (if necessary) is done online after a person has updated their USTA membership and has set up an account in TennisLink.  

9. ADULT LEAGUE players must play in at least 2 league matches to qualify for sectionals.  They must play in at least 3 matches to qualify for nationals.

If you plan to captain an adult team for the 2012 season, please return the attached information to me, BY JANUARY 6, 2012.  You must fill out the form and have your club pro sign it before returning it to me.  I will pick your completed, signed forms from the clubs, or you may mail it to me.  I will be setting up team numbers as soon as I receive your completed form. You must have a minimum of 8 (minimum of 5 for 2.5  and 5.0 teams) team members signed up for your team by JANUARY 6 as scheduling will begin at that time and only teams committed to playing will be placed on the schedule for this year.  Additional team members can be added until May 5, 2012.

Thanks everyone – hope to see you out there this year!

Cheryl Lepper,  
Spokane Adult coordinator, Eastern Washington
clepper@4tennisfun.com


509-624-9971

Lea Hawkins – Coordinator, Eastern Washington
leahawkins@clearwire.net
Elece Fiocchi – Coordinator, Eastern Washington
fiocchi4@yahoo.com   

