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2012 Rule Change for 10 and Under Sanctioned Competition 
In compliance and support of both the USTA and ITF rule change for 10 and Under Tennis, the following rules will be implemented by the USTA Pacific Northwest Section for all 10 and under division competition in 2012.
· Boys’ and Girls’ USTA Pacific Northwest sanctioned tournaments for both the Challenger (Intermediate) and Championship (Advanced) levels will fully implement USTA standards for 10 and Under competition in 2012.  
· Courts size: 60’ X 21’ for singles and 60’ X 27’ for doubles with permanent lines.
· Equipment and Balls: Orange felt balls.  Net height 3’ at center – 3’ 6” at net posts.  Racquet size between 23” and 25” in length for this court size. 
· Format: Non-elimination such as round robin, compass draw, modified consolation. Scoring: best 2 out of 3 sets with 4-game sets using no-ad scoring; 3rd set will be a set tie-break (first player to 7 points; win by 2).  
These changes are significant to the growth of tennis as they will make it easier for more kids to get into the game and stay in the game.
The smaller courts will give kids the opportunity to build confidence and learn skills and strategy while covering the entire court. The shorter, lighter racquets will allow kids to better control the racquet and discourage extreme grips. The balls will slow play down, bounce at a height appropriate to a child’s size and provide longer rallies, allowing kids to better develop their court skills and have more fun.
