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INSIDE THE RINGS 
 
IOC President Jacques Rogge impressed more than 200  students,  
high-ranking German sports officials and even the media when delivering a 45-minute lecture at the 
Darmstadt Technical University . In his address entitled “Sport and Social Development”.  Dr. Rogge – 
only occasionally making reference to his manuscript – presented an impressive picture of the Olympic 
Movement, without failing to make reference to its problems. 

”Jacques Rogge spoke frankly and clearly. The appearance of the President of the International 
Olympic Committees earned respect for its depth and openness, writes Hans-Peter Seubert in the 
Darmstädter Echo daily, “The popular figurehead of the Olympic family confirmed that he stands behind 
the messages which he spreads. The audience thanked him for his clever discourse from the heights of 
noble Mount Olympus with a resounding round of applause”.  
 Jacques Rogge was a guest speaker in Darmstadt at the invitation of the Olympischer Club 
Starkenburg (OCS), founded in 1999 by sport intern’s publisher under the patronage of  Prince  Albert 
II de Monaco.  The OCS thanked Dr. Rogge with the facsimile edition of the “Lorscher Arzneibuch”, a 
medical compendium which was written around 795 in Lorsch, where the club is headquartered; the IOC 
President also accepted the invitation to become an “Member of Honour”” of the club. 
 Following his lecture the IOC president mixed with the students during lunch at the University’s 
students dining hall. Also at the table were  Germany’s NOC President Dr. Thomas Bach , IOC honorary 
member Walther Tröger , UIPM President Klaus Schormann  , DOSB Vice-president Eberhard 

Gienger , a former world gymnastics champion on the high bar and a member of the German Bundestag,  
OCS Chairman Hans Baumgartner , long jump silver medal winner at the Munich 1972 Olympics, and 
former Olympic figure-skating champion Kathy Witt , in her capacity as the chairperson of the supervisory 
board of the Munich 2018  Olympic bid company. 

At the conclusion of the day, Dr. Rogge was in an attentive listener to a presentation by 
Professor Manfred Koob  who, as Director of the Department of Information and Communication 
Technology in Architecture at Darmstadt Technical University, presented plans for a Ddigital Virtual 
Olympic Museum . “I am impressed”, said the IOC President. It does not appear impossible that the IOC 
and Professor Koob will continue their discussion about the project.  

Although Dr. Rogge did not stick to the draft of his speech and more or less delivered very much an 
extemporaneous address, sport intern would like to provide its readers with the original of his 
presentation as provided by the IOC’s communications department. Please turn to the special Olympic 
Digest edition. ◄◄◄ 
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Ukraine is considering a bid to host the 2022 Winte r Olympics 
in the Carpathian Mountains, according to the country's president Victor Yanukovych. "If we agree to 
this initiative, we will start working on our country's official bid to stage  the Winter Olympics in the 
Carpathians," Yanukovych was quoted as saying by the Ukrainian UNIAN news agency. Referring to 
the problems Ukraine faces in preparing for the Euro 2012  football championship, Yanukovych 
argumented his country will have plenty of time to prepare for Winter Games in 2022. With the 2014 
Winter Games to be staged in the Russian Black Sea resort of Sochi Ukrainian chances for winning the 
2022 Games must be considered slim. The situation would worsen father to the disadvantage of a 
Ukrainian bid, if Annecy  or Munich  should be elected host of the 2018 Winter Olympics. ◄◄◄ 


