
Big Dates in April
April 8: 

YMCA Healthy Kids Day

April 16: 
National Stress Awareness Day
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For fans attending the US Open, a 2,500 square-
foot Polo Ralph Lauren store on-site will serve as
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April is Stress
Awareness Month

Stress Awareness Month is a national,
cooperative effort to inform people about the
dangers of stress, successful coping strategies
and harmful misconceptions about stress that
are prevalent in our society. 

Did you know?

75% of the general population experiences at

least “some stress”every two weeks.

Stress contributes to heart disease, high blood

pressure, strokes and other illnesses in many

individuals.

Stress affects the immune system, which protects

us from many serious diseases.

Stress also contributes to the development 

of alcoholism, obesity, suicide, drug addiction, 

cigarette addiction and other harmful behaviors.

Section Aces
USTA Florida: For the second consecutive year, USTA Florida participated in “Calle

Ocho,”one of the largest Latin festivals in the country. Over 1 million people attended the
event held March 12, 2006, and the USTA was on hand as part of the KIDSZONE festival.
Attendees who visited the USTA booth received the opportunity to play tennis games, as
well as try tennis on a short court and win prizes. Materials and brochures were distributed
in both Spanish and English. As a result, USTA Florida has been asked by the Kiwanis Club,
the organization that runs Calle Ocho, to participate in its 2006 summer camp which will
bring tennis to the youth of Miami and assist in bringing Cardio Tennis clinics to the 2007
week-long event held prior to Calle Ocho.

USTA Southwest: This May, the state of Arizona will host the first-ever International
Hispanic Games. This historic event invites amateur athletes to participate in a festival of
sports competitions including soccer, baseball, basketball, boxing, football and tennis. The
festival is open to everyone, regardless of age or ability, and will be held in the Phoenix
Metropolitan area from May 26-28. What a great way to introduce new players to tennis
and/or possibly bring back some lapsed players! For more information or to find out how you
can participate, visit www.gcsg.org.

Participants of all ages enjoy a day of
tennis activities at the Calle Ocho Latin
festival in Miami.
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Diversity News is designed to share 

information about what’s happening in the 

USTA national office, in the USTA sections 

and in the industry as it pertains to diversity. 

It is produced monthly to keep the entire 

USTA family informed of the USTA’s efforts,

accomplishments and lessons learned. If you

have any ideas, comments or suggestions 

on what you’d like to see in the newsletter 

or if you would like to know how to 

contact any of the parties mentioned 

herein, please contact Karla Gray-Mayers,

Diversity Coordinator, at (914) 696-7066. 

USTA Diversity
Statement
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We, the United States Tennis 
Association, recognize diversity as
essential to achieving our mission: 
to promote and develop the growth 
of tennis. For us, diversity refers to 
differences of culture, ethnicity, 
race, gender, beliefs, socioeconomic
status, sexual orientation, family 
status, physical ability, appearance
and ideas.

We acknowledge our goal is 
ambitious and challenging and an
opportunity we should clearly pursue.
We are committed to achieving
greater diversity throughout the sport
and fostering a tennis environment
that is more inclusive. 

Annual Meeting Recap
For those of you who missed the Diversity/MP meetings at this year’s Annual Meeting

in Orlando, here’s a recap:
Hispanic Participation Task Force – The HPTF has been making strides over the past

year in its efforts to increase tennis participation in the Hispanic/Latino community. Some of
the initiatives include: 

• Translation of USTA materials, brochures, manuals, etc. into Spanish.
• Working with the Recreational Coaches & Programs group to develop workshops for

Hispanic coaches. 
• Leverage partnerships with influential Hispanic/Latino leaders in the sections.
The HPTF identified a need to find out where the Hispanic junior tennis players are and

how we can keep them playing tennis. The HPTF will be reviewing the list of individual players
who applied for 2006 multicultural grants to assist in this process. There also also plans for the
HPTF to work closer with the TSRs in the sections to provide assistance wherever needed.

Multicultural Participation Committee – Each of the four MPC subcommittees presented
their goals and objectives for the following: Player Development; Recruitment and Retention;
Vendors/Suppliers; and Marketing. All approved recommendations will become part of the
MPC business plan which will be presented at the Semiannual Meeting in September. 

Diversity: Relationships for Growth – In this informative panel discussion, representatives
from The Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Metro Orlando, The Orlando Sentinel and
WMTO Telemundo discussed everything from how to reach out to organizations such as
theirs to general information and tips for effective outreach and follow-up in the multicultural
community. Important takeaways from this session included:

• Do your research and know you audience—what are their needs?
• Don’t get discouraged if you do not get a response right away—keep trying!
• Once you make the connection—follow-up is critical! 
• Tap into events that are already in place—no need to reinvent

the wheel!

Office of Diversity 
on the Move

Find out when the USTA Office of Diversity will be in a city near you…
April 2006 Schedule

Diversity member 
Date Meeting/Conference Location in attendance
5-6 Texas Section – Diversity Training Austin, TX Karlyn Lothery

28 DEUCE Launch Event Washington, DC Karlyn Lothery, Iris Rivera

* Please note schedule is subject to change

Coming Next Month
Asian Pacific American Heritage Month: Find out how to reach out to this community. 
Cinco de Mayo: (May 5)
National Women’s Health Week: (May 14-20) How about a tennis for women’s health day?
National Employee Health & Fitness Day: (May 17) How about a staff/volunteer tennis day?
Black Enterprise Entrepreneur’s Conference: (May 17-20) Dallas, TX
National Senior Health and Fitness Day: (May 31) How about a senior tennis and health
screening day?

Tennis, 
Tennis Everywhere: 

May is Tennis Month! 
Are you planning 
a block party?
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