
The USTA an-

nounced  in April its 

commitment to sup-

port “Joining Forces,” 

an effort led by First 

Lady Michelle Obama 

and Dr. Jill Biden, to 

mobilize all sectors of 

society to give United 

States service mem-

bers and their families 

the opportunities and 

support they have 

earned. This national 

initiative was announced at the 

White House by Mrs. Obama in 

April.  USTA Board Member Dave 

Haggerty attended the ceremony 

representing the 

USTA. 

 “The USTA is 

honored to be 

supporting Join-

ing Forces and to 

be working with 

First Lady Mi-

chelle Obama 

and Dr. Jill Bi-

den on this ma-

jor initiative,” 

s a i d  U S T A 

Chairman of the 

Board and President, Jon Vegosen. 

“We look forward to utilizing tennis 

to bring the welcoming spirit of our 

White House ‘Joins Forces’ 
with USTA 
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Olympus US Open Series Honors Military Throughout Summer 

communities, the benefits of healthy 

mental and physical well-being and 

needed stress reduction tools to our 

men and women in uniform and their 

families.”  

Over the past two years, the USTA has 

expanded its outreach to military ser-

vice members, veterans, and their 

families, especially in the areas of 

physical well-being and stress reduc-

tion. With its on-going efforts and this 

new association with Joining Forces, 

the USTA expects to impact more 

than 100,000 military personnel, veter-

ans and their families over the course 

of 2011.  To learn more about USTA’s 

efforts visit usta.com/military 

Tournament directors with the 
Olympus US Open Series enthu-
siastically supported military ap-
preciation events honoring ser-
vice members across the country 
throughout the summer.  Military 
Appreciation events were help at 
the Atlanta Tennis Champion-
ships, the Legg Mason Tennis 
Classic in Washington, DC, the 
Mercury Insurance Open in 
Carlsbad, CA, the Farmers Clas-
sic in Los Angeles, and the 
Winston–Salem Open in North 
Carolina. 
 
Many partnered with organiza-
tions like  their local USO to 

facilitate the distribution of 
complimentary tickets to the 
military community and to help 
with the scheduling of color 
guard and anthem singers. 
 
Plans are already in the works to 

include Military Outreach 

events at next year’s tourna-

ments, and USTA’s Pro-Circuit 

tournaments will be joining in 

the effort as well.  To learn more 

about how your tournament, no 

matter how big or small, can pay 

tribute to our military, visit  

usta.com/military 

L-R Glenn Arrington, National Manager Tennis on 
Campus, Derek Blumke, Co-founder of Student 
Veterans of America, and Jason Franks, ENS US 

Navy,  alumni Tennis on Campus leader from 
Western Washington Univ. at the 2011 National 
Campus Championships. 

Navy Color Guard  performed at the Mercury Insurance 

Open in Carlsbad. 
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the fall. They are very well attended by mili-

tary families, and because of the  interest in 

tennis created, MWR  sent four recreation 

specialists to a USTA Recreational Coaches 

Workshop  on June 25th to be trained in 

running 10 & Under programs for the 

MWR Youth Facility at Pearl Har-

bor.  What a great opportunity to share 

and give back to our military families!!   

     If you are a tennis community  near a 

military installation, reach out to the 

MWR officer on  base or post to find out 

how you can help tennis become a part of 

the lives of military families living on the 

installation.  Or, hold your own Military 

Family Day at your local tennis facility and 

advertise your event through MWR at the 

installation near you. Contact 

military@usta.com for more help. 

MWR (Moral, Welfare and Recrea-

tion) at Pearl Harbor works with 

USTA Hawaii to bring tennis to 

military families.  On June 8th, 

Pearl Harbor MWR held a  Mili-

tary Family Fun Festival. They   

invited vendors of all types to at-

tend and offer interactive booths 

and activities.  USTA Hawaii set up 

six 36' courts on the grass and did 

simple progressions of tennis and 

conducted open play and fun games.   Six 

volunteer coaches  gave of their time to run 

the six courts.  The festivals are held 3 times 

a year; one each in the spring, summer, and 

In January, the USTA announced  its Adopt- 
A- Unit program, an effort to support de-
ployed service members and their families.  
In collaboration with the National Recrea-

tion Foundation and USTA 
Serves, the charitable arm of 
the USTA, over 60,000 de-
ployed service members and 
their families have been im-
pacted by tennis communities 
across the country. To date, 
over 75 units of 100 troops 
have been ‘adopted’ and over 
150 portable tennis kits have 
been shipped to units in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq.  The com-
munities collect, pack and 
ship care packages for the 
troops, and on their behalf 
the USTA  ships portable 
tennis equipment to the de-
ployed troops so they can have 
a means for recreation and 

stress reduction.  “There 
really are not enough words 
to express our families’ 
heartfelt THANK YOU for 
the USTA adopting our son 
Jared’s Marine unit in Af-
ghanistan.  It really uplifts 
the troops’ spirits to know 
so many (even total strang-
ers) care about and support 
them.” wrote Mary 
Musante, the mother of  
Jared whose unit was 
adopted by the Mid-Carolina 
Tennis Association in South 
Carolina.  To find out how 
your tennis organization can 
adopt your own unit, visit 
usta.com/military 
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 USTA Hawaii Reaches Out to  
Families at Pearl Harbor 

Adopt-A-Unit Going Strong! 
  

U S TA  M il i ta ry  O ut re a ch 

James Blake stops by the Adopt A Unit 
collection area at the Tallahassee Challenger 
Pro-Circuit Tournament this spring. 

“It is always nice to see the smiles on the faces of our soldiers 
when they receive mail from back home.  It is even better to have 
a box such as this to share with an entire Platoon!!!”                          
Lt. Wesley A. C hamplin, Commander. 

At this year’s Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Neurology, Brian Hainline, MD, 
USTA’s Chief Medical Officer presented the USTA’s Wounded Warrior program during his 
“Highlights in the Field” lecture.  The purpose of the lecture was to present to fellow neurologists 
exciting developments in the field of Sports Neurology.  Sports Neurology is a sub-specialty of 
neurology that is concerned not only with neurological injury from sport, but also with neuropsy-
chiatric benefit of sport and exercise, and safe participation in sport and exercise for patients 
with neurological conditions.  Visit usta.com/military to learn more about what tennis can do to 
help Wounded Warriors and their families. 

USTA Wounded Warrior Program Highlighted at AAN Annual Meeting 
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V o l u m e  3 ,  S um m er  2 0 1 1  

Each summer, the LA 84 Foundation    
Southern California Tennis Association NJTL offers a 
series of NJTL programs to military kids.  This particular 
site included a Play Day, a week long camp and a 6-week 
session of QuickStart Tennis at the Marine Corps Recruit-
ing Depot . Most of the 25 participants were Marine Corps 
children ranging in age from four to fourteen years.  

Eleven year old JTT player, Emily Wright of Cary, NC 

heard about USTA's Military Outreach and wanted to 

help. She loves to bake, so she organized a group of 

friends to make cookies and write letters of support for 

the troops. They made over 500  cookies and wrote doz-

ens of support letters. The cookies were shipped to three 

units serving in Afghanistan. It was so much fun, she 

plans to send  

cookies again in 

September and   

at Christmas 

time.  See how 

you can help 

at  usta.com/

military.  

The Balboa Tennis Club and San Diego District Tennis As-
sociation partnered with Naval Medical Center San Diego 
(NMCSD) to host a “Daddy and Me” Tennis Day on July 7, 
2011.  The Medical Center’s “Daddy and Me” program is 
designed to help re-connect recently deployed service mem-
bers with their children. The Medical Center’s Recreation 
Therapist, Marla Knox, explained, “Recreation Therapy’s 
goal for the Daddy and Me Play Day is for Dads and their 
kids to learn how to play together again post emotional and 
physical injury.  It’s also important that children, whose Fa-
thers have been injured, realize that they are not alone.”   
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Daddy and Me... 

USTA Continues Wounded Warrior Tennis Training for Navy/Coast Guard   

NJTL Reaches Out to 
Military Kids 

Kids Can Help Too!  JTT 
Player Bakes for the Troops 

USTA Wheelchair coaches and volunteers held 

a series of three tennis trainings for wheelchair 

and adaptive players for the US Navy and Coast 

Guard as the athletes prepared for the USOC 

Warrior Games in Port Hueneme, CA and Colo-

rado Springs, CO.  The program led by Navy 

Safe Harbor and United States Olympic Com-

mittee Military Paralympics, is provided to sail-

ors  wounded in service to their country, and 

helps them with the skills necessary to reinte-

grate into civilian life.  The USTA looks forward 

to offering tennis trainings to more service 

branches  and to partnering with the USOC 

Military Paralympics.  To learn more about how 

you can start a Wounded Warrior program in 

your community, visit usta.com/military 
 Team Navy athletes don USTA caps at recent training held 

in Colorado Springs during the USOC Warrior Games. 



As part of the USTA’s ongoing efforts to grow  kids tennis, the USTA will work with our na-

tional partners to ensure  that  free 10 and under membership offers are  extended to military 

kids.    The offer will be extended with the help of Blue Star Families, Our Military Kids,  Na-

tional Military Family Association, USO,  National Guard, all branches of the Reserves, and 

Branch MWR leadership.  To sign up for  the USTA’s Free 10 and Under membership offer 

visit 10andUnderTennis.com or usta.com/military and enter code RIBBONU10. 

 FREE USTA Memberships for Military Kids 

USTA RETURNING THE SERVE 
 

Providing  sustainable world-wide support, training  and programming      
options to America’s Service Members, Families and Veterans 

usta.com/military 

For information on supporting or benefitting from these efforts contact military@usta.com 


