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Site:  Pelham Racquet Club – Pelham, Ala.  

Websites:  procircuit.usta.com 
www.pelhamracquetclub.com

Qualifying Draw Begins: Sunday, April 7

Main Draw Begins: Tuesday, April 9

Main Draw: 32 Singles / 16 Doubles

Surface: Clay / Outdoors

Prize Money: $25,000 

Tournament Directors: 
Chaney Mills and Ann Etheredge, (205) 621-3380  
cmills24@msn.com

Tournament Press Contact:  
Chaney Mills, (205) 222-7382 (cell) 
cmills24@msn.com 

USTA Communications Contact: 
Amanda Korba, (914) 697-2219, korba@usta.com

PrIze money / PoInTs
SINGLES: Prize Money Ranking Points 
Winner $3,919 50 
Runner-up $2,901 34 
Semifinalist $1,144 24 
Quarterfinalist $654 14 
Round of 16 $392 8 
Round of 32 $228 1

DOUBLES:                  Prize Money (per team) 
Winner $1,437 
Runner-up $719 
Semifinalist $359 
Quarterfinalist $196 
Round of 16 $131

LEGACY CREDIT UNION WOMEN’S $25,000 PRO CIRCUIT CHALLENGER
PELHAM, AL • APRIL 7–14

The Legacy Credit Union Women’s $25,000 
Pro Circuit Challenger is celebrating its 10th 
anniversary in Pelham this year. It is one 
of two USTA Pro Circuit women’s events 
taking place in Alabama this year, joining 
a $50,000 event that will be held next 
week in Dothan. It is also the second of two 
consecutive $25,000 clay-court events in the 
South, preceded by an event held in Jackson, 
Miss. In conjunction with USTA Player 
Development, the USTA Pro Circuit continues 
to emphasize the importance of increased 
training for younger players on clay, this year 
adding four additional clay-court tournaments 
to the calendar. 

Players competing in the main draw include: 

Former world No. 69 Coco Vandeweghe, who 
received a wild card. Vandeweghe reached 
her first WTA final in 2012 at the Emirates 
Airline US Open Series event in Stanford as 
a qualifier, losing to Serena Williams. She 
then faced Williams in the first round of the 
2012 US Open. Vandeweghe also qualified 
for Wimbledon a year ago. She broke into 
the Top 100 for the first time in her career in 
early 2011 after qualifying for the Australian 
Open and reaching the quarterfinals of the 
WTA event in Memphis. She also reached 
the second round of the 2011 US Open and 
competed in the French Open and Wimbledon 
that year. Vandeweghe was named to the U.S. 
Fed Cup team for the 2010 final versus Italy. 
As a junior, she won the 2008 US Open girls’ 
singles title. Vandeweghe’s mother, Tauna, 

was a member of the U.S. Olympic team in 
both swimming and volleyball, and her uncle 
is former NBA star Kiki Vandeweghe. 

Nineteen-year-old Jessica Pegula, who 
scored her first WTA win by advancing to the 
second round of the Family Circle Cup in 
Charleston, S.C., last week after qualifying 
for the main draw. Pegula advanced to her 
first professional final at the $50,000 USTA 
Pro Circuit event in Sacramento, Calif., in 
May 2012, before making a run to the final 
of the $100,000 event in Vancouver the 
following month. She played in the US Open 
doubles main draw in 2011 and 2012, when 
she partnered with Madison Keys. Also this 
year, Pegula reached the quarterfinals of 
the $100,000 USTA Pro Circuit event in 
Midland, Mich., and advanced to the doubles 
semifinals of the WTA event in Memphis, 

USTA PRO CIRCUIT CELEBRATES 10 YEARS IN PELHAM

Ro
n 

An
gl

e
Pelham wild card and former world No. 69 
Coco Vandweghe reached her first WTA final 
in 2012 at the Emirates Airline US Open  
Series event in Stanford as a qualifier. She 
also has represented the U.S. in Fed Cup. 

Nineteen-year-old Jessica Pegula, the daughter 
of Buffalo Sabres owner Terry Pegula, scored 
her first WTA main draw win by advancing to 
the second round at the Family Circle Cup in 
Charleston, S.C., last week.
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*Player field subject to change
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Tenn., with Lindsay Lee-Waters. Pegula is the daughter of Buffalo 
Sabres owner Terry Pegula. 

Chiara Scholl, who goes by the nickname “Chi Chi” and who won the 
first two singles titles of her career on the USTA Pro Circuit in 2011, 
at a $50,000 event in Lexington, Ky., and at a $25,000 event in El 
Paso, Texas. In 2012, she played in qualifying at the Australian Open, 
French Open and US Open, and she also reached the semifinals of 
two USTA Pro Circuit events at the levels of $50,000 and above. 
Scholl’s younger sister, 17-year old Chalena, is a world Top 15 junior 
who trains at the USTA Player Development Headquarters in Boca 
Raton, Fla.

Alison Riske, who nearly broke through to the WTA Top 100 in 2011, 
reaching a career-high ranking of No. 104. She qualified for the 2012 
Australian Open, losing to Urszula Radwanksa in the first round, 
and also competed in the US Open qualifying later in the year. On 
the USTA Pro Circuit last year, Riske reached the semifinals at the 
$75,000 event in Albuquerque, N.M., and at the $50,000 event in 
the Bronx, N.Y. In 2011, she reached the quarterfinals at the WTA 
event in Birmingham, England, and competed in the main draws at 
the US Open, Australian Open and Wimbledon. As a junior, Riske rose 
to No. 2 in the USTA Girls’ 18s national standings and was a finalist 
at the 2007 USTA Girls’ 18s National Championships. 

Madison Brengle, who won the fourth professional title of her career 
in February at the $25,000 USTA Pro Circuit event in Rancho Santa 
Fe, Calif. In 2011, she ascended to a career-best ranking of No. 152 
and won the $25,000 USTA Pro Circuit event in Hammond, La. In her 
career, Brengle has played in the main draw at three of the four Grand 
Slam events, winning USTA wild card playoffs to earn entry into the 
Australian Open (2007-08) and the French Open (2008), as well as 
competing in the US Open main draw in 2007. An outstanding junior 
competitor, she rose to No. 4 in the world junior rankings in 2007 
after reaching the girls’ singles final at both the Australian Open and 
Wimbledon.

Players competing in qualifying include:

Samantha Crawford, who qualified for the main draw of the 2012 US 
Open and pushed Great Britain’s Laura Robson, now a Top 50 player, 
in the first round. Crawford then won the US Open girls’ singles title, 
becoming the second consecutive American (after Grace Min) to do 
so. Crawford’s big serve (she stands 6-foot-2) and aggressive baseline 
game helped her rise to No. 5 in the world junior rankings in 2012. 
She qualified for the WTA event in Monterrey, Mexico, last week. 

Crawford, whose mother is from China, speaks Chinese. She trains at 
the USTA National Training Center Headquarters in Boca Raton.

Three-time University of Florida All-American Alexis King, who reached 
two USTA Pro Circuit semifinals in the summer of 2012 and who has 
won three USTA Pro Circuit singles titles in her career. At Florida, she 
helped lead the Gators to the NCAA championship in 2003. King is 
also a mother of two; her kids are often seen traveling with her and her 
husband/coach, Michael. 

Alexandra Mueller, who won the US Open National Playoffs women’s 
singles titles both in 2010 and 2012, earning a wild card into 
the US Open Qualifying Tournament on each occasion. She has 
captured three USTA Pro Circuit singles titles (two at the $10,000 
event in Hilton Head Island, S.C., and one at the $10,000 event in 
Landisville, Pa.) and five doubles titles. 

Elizabeth Lumpkin, who helped lead UCLA to the NCAA team title in 
2008 and who was the first player in Illinois history to capture four 
high school state singles titles.

Many former and current WTA standouts have found success in 
Pelham. 

2010 Pelham doubles champion Jamie Hampton made her Fed Cup 
debut in Italy this year, and she also reached the third round of the 
2013 Australian Open—her best-ever Grand Slam showing—defeating 
No. 31 seed Urszula Radwanska in the first round before losing 
to eventual champion Victoria Azarenka in three sets. In addition, 
Hampton advanced to the semifinals of the 2013 Australian Open 
tune-up event in Auckland, New Zealand, upsetting No. 4 seed Zheng 
Jie in the first round. Those results propelled Hampton to a career-
high No. 62 in the world in singles in January. She climbed more than 
550 spots in the WTA rankings in 2010 by reaching the final at eight 
USTA Pro Circuit events, with four tournament titles. 

Hampton’s doubles partner for her 2010 title, Mallory Cecil, won the 
2009 NCAA singles title for Duke as a freshman, becoming just the 
seventh rookie to win a NCAA singles title. 

2007 Pelham doubles champion Carly Gullickson won the 2009 
US Open mixed doubles title with Travis Parrott, and she peaked 
at No. 52 in the world in doubles in 2006. 

*Player field subject to change

PELHAM PAST WINNERS 
Singles Doubles

Year Winner Runner-Up Year Winner

2012 Heidi El Tabakh (CAN) Edina Gallovits-Hall (ROU) 2012 Julie Coin (FRA) – Marie-Eve Pelletier (CAN)

2011 Marina Erakovic (NZL) Renata Voracova (CZE) 2011 Liga Dekmeijere (LAT) – Marie-Eve Pelletier (CAN)

2010 Edina Gallovits-Hall (ROU) Ajla Tomljanovic (CRO) 2010 Mallory Cecil (USA) – Jamie Hampton (USA)

2009 Rosana de Los Rios (PAR) Jorgelina Cravero (ARG) 2009 Danielle Harmsen (NED) – Kim Kilsdonk (NED)

2008 Raquel Kops-Jones (USA) Rosana de Los Rios (PAR) 2008 Michaela Pastikova (CZE) – Ahsha Rolle (USA)

2007 Edina Gallovits-Hall (ROU) Greta Arn (HUN) 2007 Carly Gullickson (USA) – Nicole Kriz (AUS)

2006 Vasilisa Bardina (RUS) Anda Perianu (ROU) 2006 Tetiana Luzhanska (UKR) – Romana Tedjakusuma (INA)

2005 Soledad Esperon (ARG) Aleksandra Wozniak (CAN) 2005 Kristina Czafikova (SVK) – Tetiana Luzhanska (UKR)

2004 Zuzana Zemenova (SVK) Olga Puchkova (RUS) 2004 Liga Dekmeijere (LAT) – Natalia Dziamidzenka (BLR)
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USTA  PRO CIRCUIT

With approximately 90 tournaments hosted annually throughout the country and prize money ranging from 
$10,000 to $100,000, the USTA Pro Circuit is the pathway to the US Open and tour-level competition for 
aspiring tennis players and a frequent battleground for established professionals. The USTA launched its 
Pro Circuit 34 years ago to provide players with the opportunity to gain professional ranking points, and it 
has since grown to become the largest developmental tennis circuit in the world, offering nearly $3 million 
in prize money. Last year, more than 1,000 men and women from more than 70 countries competed in 
cities nationwide. Mardy Fish, Maria Sharapova, John Isner, Caroline Wozniacki, Sam Querrey, Victoria 
Azarenka and Andy Murray are among today’s top stars who began their careers on the USTA Pro Circuit.

More recently, the USTA Pro Circuit 
helped launch the careers of two young 
Americans—Jack Sock and Grace Min. 
Sock began 2012 by winning the singles 
title and reaching the doubles final at the 
$10,000 Futures in Plantation, Fla. He then 
reached the quarterfinals of the $50,000 
Challenger in Honolulu. With his strong USTA 
Pro Circuit results, Sock received wild cards 
into numerous Emirates Airline US Open 
Series events in the summer, reaching the 
quarterfinals in Atlanta. Sock then achieved 
the best result of his pro career by reaching 
the third round of the 2012 US Open as a 
wild card. Sock followed up his US Open 
results by winning his first career USTA Pro 
Circuit Challenger title at the $100,000 event 
in Tiburon, Calif., in the fall and finished 
2012 ranked a career-high No. 150 in the 
world. After winning the 2011 US Open girls’ 
singles title, Min moved to the USTA Pro 
Circuit to develop her game. She opened 
the year by winning the first women’s tournament of 2012 at the $25,000 event in Innisbrook, Fla. Later in 
the spring, she won back-to-back tournaments at the $50,000 event in Indian Harbour Beach, Fla., and 
the $25,000 tournament in Raleigh, N.C. She competed in qualifying in Emirates Airline US Open Series 
events throughout the summer and qualified in Stanford, Calif. Min, who trains at the USTA Training Center 
Headquarters in Boca Raton, Fla., entered the Top 200 for the first time in her career in 2012, climbing 
nearly 250 spots in the rankings by year’s end.

Grace Min

10  AND UNDER TENNIS

Tennis is now scaled to a child’s age and size, using lower-

bouncing and slower-moving balls, lighter and shorter 

racquets, and smaller courts. The modified equipment and 

smaller courts will allow kids to rally and play the game 

early on, increasing the likelihood that kids will return to the 

court and continue to improve all while having fun! For more 

information, visit www.10andundertennis.com

NJTL

Founded in 1969 by Arthur Ashe, the USTA/National Junior Tennis 
& Learning (NJTL) network is a nation-wide group of more than 
660 non-profit youth development organizations that provide free 
or low cost tennis, education and life skills programming to more 
than 300,000 children each year, ages 6-18, making NJTL one of 
the USTA’s largest community-based offerings.

PLAYER DEVELOPMENT 
The USTA Player Development program identifies and develops the next generation of American champions 
by surrounding the top junior players and young pros with the resources, facilities and coaching they need 
to reach their maximum potential. The Player Development program is based at the USTA Training Center 
Headquarters in Boca Raton, Fla., and also utilizes Training Centers in Carson, Calif., and Flushing, N.Y., as 
well as a series of Certified Regional Training Centers located throughout the continental United States.

US OPEN NATIONAL  PLAYOFFS
The USTA launched the US Open 
National Playoffs in 2010, making 
the US Open “open” to anyone 
age 14+ and of all skill levels. 
Last year, more than 1,200 players 
competed in 13 Sectional Qualifying 
Tournaments nationwide for a 2012 
US Open Qualifying Tournament 
wild card. A mixed doubles element 
also was held, with the winning team earning a main draw mixed 
doubles wild card. Clement Reix, a 28-year-old Frenchman living 
in Reno, Nev., won the US Open National Playoffs men’s title and 
USTA Pro Circuit regular Alexandra Mueller, 24, of Abington, PA, 
won the women’s wild card for the second time in three years. 
Nicole Melichar and Brian Battistone won the mixed doubles 
tournament. Registration for the 2013 US Open National Playoffs 
opened on March 15.
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