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 “SOME SAY THAT WINNING THE 1968 US OPEN AS THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN MALE WAS ARTHUR ASHE’S 
GREATEST ACCOMPLISHMENT, WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

 
Arthur Ashe Essay 

 I believe Arthur Ashe did numerous great things in his life. I think that being the 

first African American male to win the 1968 United States Open (US) was a great 

accomplishment. However, I believe he used the win to achieve greater goals. Arthur 

Ashe achieved superb accomplishments which helped other people.  

I believe his founding of the National Junior Tennis and Learning organization 

(NJTL) after his big win is an example. The NJTL gives African Americans and other 

people who can not afford tennis a chance to learn the game while stressing the 

importance of education. Arthur Ashe paved the way for children like me to play tennis.  

Another great thing Arthur Ashe did, after winning the US Open, was speaking 

out publicly about having Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS). He did so at 

a time when you were shunned for having AIDS. Arthur Ashe spoke before the United 

National General Assembly to get the world to increase funding in the fight against 

AIDS.  

He also fought against apartheid in South Africa. Apartheid was discrimination 

against black and non-white people. He brought attention to the issue of racism and that 

system was shut down a year after his death. Arthur Ashe used the great accomplishment 

of winning the US Open as a tool to do even greater things which was serving others.   
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