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uS Open honors Service Members, veterans and Families

The USTA Military Outreach team 
coordinated a number of exciting events 
and activities at the 2012 US Open.

It started off with the USTA inviting 
approximately 80 members of military 
families to attend Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day. 
They participated in the day’s activities 
and enjoyed the live music performances 
in Arthur Ashe Stadium. Family members 
of the New York Army National Guard, the 
Coast Guard and soldiers’ families from 
Ft. Hamilton also had a chance to meet 

members of the West Point men’s and 
women’s tennis teams and play tennis 
with them. 

On Opening Night of the US Open, the 
U.S. Marine Corps presented colors and 
unfurled a giant American flag across the 
court at the start of the evening session. 
The USTA also provided promenade 
tickets to members of the U.S. Marine 
Corps from the 6th Communications 
Battalion in Brooklyn, N.Y., for a great 
opening night session featuring Kim 
Clijsters and Roger Federer. 

Throughout the tournament, media 
outlets—including CNN, ESPN, CBS, Fox, 
“The Today Show” and USOpen.org—
recognized Wounded Warrior Ryan 
McIntosh as he worked the US Open as a 
ball person. McIntosh lost his right leg in 
2010 while serving in Afghanistan as his 
unit was sweeping through a mine field. 

He heard about the ball person tryout 
while attending a Wounded Warrior tennis 
clinic in Colorado during Warrior Games, 
the Department of Defense’s signature 
event for wounded service members. 

Continued on Page 4 

uStA First vP Katrina Adams Attends JCOC

The Joint Civilian Orientation Conference 
(JCOC) is a program sponsored by the 
Secretary of Defense for civilian public 
opinion leaders interested in growing their 
knowledge of the military and national 
defense issues. JCOC is the oldest existing 
Department of Defense outreach program, 
having been held more than 81 times 

since its inception in 1948. Recently, 
USTA First Vice President Katrina Adams 
was chosen to attend the JCOC, which 
introduces military life to civilians so they 
can understand the sacrifices, hard work, 
successes and challenges experienced by 
the men and women in our military. 

Adams was part of a group of 40 leaders 
from various disciplines. In a span of five 
days, she flew from Washington, D.C., 
to Nellis Air Force Base in Las Vegas, 
Nev., to Camp Pendleton in California, 
where she sailed up the Pacific Coast and 
flew by helicopter back to the base. She 
experienced a day in Marine Corps basic 
training, then flew to Seattle to spend a 
day with the Coast Guard. Her journey 

ended at Walter Reed National Medical 
Center in Bethesda, M.D., where she spent 
her toughest day—visiting injured patients 
who had recently been on the battlefield  
in Afghanistan. 

“I am a changed individual from my 
experiences and am even more proud to 
be an American, knowing what is being 
sacrificed for my freedom,” Adams said 
after her trip. “I am honored that I had 
the opportunity to have an experience of a 
lifetime. I now look at every war story and 
military death through different eyes. These 
men and women truly are our heroes, and 
we need to continue to recognize and honor 
them whenever possible.”



Charlie norwood/Ft. gordon  
end-of-Year tournament
Lisa Krupp’s passion for the tennis 
therapy program she runs in 
Augusta, Ga., knows no bounds. 
She organized the program at the 
Charlie Norwood VA Medical Center 
and, in concert with Ft. Gordon 
Warrior Transition Unit (WTU),  
an end-of-year tournament for  
the patients. 

“We had a great turnout!” said 
Krupp. “Four soldiers from the 
VA and five from the WTU at Ft. 
Gordon entered the tournament.” 
Three of the five patients from 
Ft. Gordon were former patients 
from the VA who loved the tennis 
program when they were at Charlie 
Norwood and were very excited 
about playing in the tournament. 

“I paired a volunteer with each 
service member,” Krupp said.  
“We started off with everyone 
warming up, then we had a radar 
gun for fastest serve and then 
played mini sets to four games.  
It was a great day!” 

Due to holidays and cooler 
temperatures, the weekly clinics 
will start up again in February. 
Krupp has so many volunteers 
who help with the clinics that 
she rarely uses the same ones 
twice in a given month. The USTA 
donated two SportCourt tennis 
court surfaces to Charlie Norwood 
in 2011 to help kick off the tennis 
therapy program, which is now in 
its second year.

Tournament participants and volunteers had a 
great time ending a successful year!

Ft. Belvoir/Ft. Bliss 
Paint lines for  
Youth tennis
Fort Belvoir recently became the 
first military installation in the USTA 
Mid-Atlantic Section to put down 
10 and Under Tennis blended lines. 
They were added to three tennis 
courts on 14th Street, which were 
added to the post in 2012. The Fort 
Belvoir Directorate of Family and 
Morale, Welfare, and Recreation 
(DFMWR) partnered with USTA/
Virginia Tennis to improve the 
growing youth tennis programs that 
utilize the new format for kids. 
Through DFMWR, tennis classes 
are offered for youths 10 and under, 
as well as for juniors, adults and 
Wounded Warriors. In addition, the 
DFMWR organizes tennis camps for 
children and intramural tournaments 
for adults. Local Community Tennis 
Associations, such as PlayTime 
Tennis and Art of Tennis, have given 
their time and have brought Play 
Days and Tennis Festivals to the 
post as well. All of these exciting 
programs have had a positive effect, 
bringing together families and 
encouraging a fit, healthy lifestyle 
advocated by DFMWR. 

Earlier this summer, USTA 
Southwest assisted the Ft. Bliss 
Fitness and Tennis Center with 
painting blended lines for youth 
tennis. A robust program is now 
going strong!

nWS earle Challenge
When Fitness Director Rena 
Graham received tickets to the 
US Open for sailors on Naval 
Weapons Station Earle in Colts 
Neck, N.J., interest was so strong 
that she tried to find a way to give 
every sailor a chance to attend.  
As a result, she staged a service 
contest, in which sailors with the 
fastest, most accurate serves were 
put into a lottery for tickets to 
attend the US Open.  

“On behalf of Naval Weapons 
Station Earle, I would like to thank 
the USTA for your gracious hosting 
at the US Open,” Graham said.  
“The sailors and their guests had a 
wonderful day and are still smiling 
about the event.”

New Ft. Belvoir facility brings together families 
through tennis activities



Adopt-A-unit highlights

The USTA Jr. Team Tennis 14U 
Intermediate players took time 
off the court this fall during the 
USTA Jr. Team Tennis National 
Championships at the Cayce Tennis 
and Fitness Center in Columbia, 
S.C., to put together care packages 
for a deployed unit out of Fort 
Bragg in North Carolina through the 
USTA’s Adopt-A-Unit program. 

“The USTA’s Military Outreach 
program is a great way to remind 
our youth of all that our service 
members are doing to protect 
their freedoms,” said Adrienne 
Di Menna, USTA Jr. Team Tennis 
National Manager. “Our USTA Jr. 
Team Tennis teams have provided 
thoughtful care packages, and 
USTA Serves will also provide 
the unit with portable tennis 
equipment as well. It’s a great 
opportunity to give back.”

Players from 
the USTA’s 
Eastern, Hawaii 
Pacific, Eastern, 
New England 
and Southern 
sections packed 

up goodie bags while many other 
intermediate and advanced teams 
donated a variety of gifts, including 
granola bars, beef jerky, hot 
chocolate, candy, sunflower seeds, 
hand sanitizers, socks and more. 

“I thought it was nice to help 
out because they do so much for 
us,” said Kelli Osajima of USTA 
Southern’s Legacy Park team.  
“It’s good to give back to them.”

The teams at The USTA Jr. Team 
Tennis Nationals also wrote letters 
to the troops which have been sent 
overseas with their care packages. 

“They are giving up a lot of stuff to 
help the country,” said Sabahudin 
Cecunjanin of New England’s Old 
Saybrook Racquet Club. “I think it 
means a lot to them to know people 
here still care.”

The Houston Tennis Association 
(HTA) held a packing party on 
November 3 and packed up 82 
boxes, 41 for each unit the HTA 
adopted in Afghanistan. They have 
been communicating by e-mail 
with the units, who have been very 
appreciative of the support. “We 
truly have some great Americans 
supporting our soldiers over here—
thank you so much for all you do!” 
wrote LTC John Doran in a thank-
you note to the association.  

The HTA collected snacks, drink 
mixes, hygiene items, socks, 
playing cards, magazines, DVDs 
and letters from school children. 

When they took their boxes on 
dollies to the post office, they 
met a veteran who served from 
2003-04. He glanced down, saw 
the mailing address was an APO 
address and offered to help bring 
in the rest of the boxes from the 
cars with the help of his younger 
brother. He said the best part of 
their days overseas were when they 
got something from home. 

The HTA also adopted a unit last 
year. Organizer Jody Jablonski had 
said at the time, “We hope we 
don’t have to do it again next year, 
but we will if the need is there...
the Houston Tennis Association 
will always help take care of other 
troops overseas.”

The Adopt-A-Unit effort is designed to guide tennis 
organizations and players to “adopt” a military unit 
of anywhere between 25 to 100 service members 
deployed to Afghanistan by sending care packages 
of necessities. In turn, USTA Serves, the National 
Charitable Foundation of the USTA, will send 
portable tennis equipment to the adopted unit 
on your behalf with instructions and educational 
information on tennis. The effort allows the tennis 
community to show support and to introduce 
soldiers to a recreational means for reintegrating 
with family, friends and community upon their 
return from conflict.  For more information 
on the USTA’s Adopt-A-Unit program, visit 
usta.com/adoptaunit.

veterans Day Play Days
Public parks have played a 
huge role in making tennis more 
accessible to children and their 
families. In fact, 70 percent of 
tennis is played on public courts, 
and tennis is the only traditional 
sport that has shown growth over 
the last eight years. Through a 
partnership between USTA Tennis 
in the Parks and USTA Military 
Outreach, the USTA encouraged 
communities around the country 

to invite military and veteran 
families to join their tennis 
communities and host a free Play 
Day on or around Veterans Day. 
This initiative led to more than 70 
Play Days being organized across 
the country—a great success for a 
first-year effort. Thank you to all of 
the organizers and military families 
who participated.  We hope you 
had fun, made new friends and will 
keep coming back for more.

Veterans Day Play Day participants on Monday, 
November 12 at the Jimmy Evert Tennis Center in 
Fort Lauderdale, FL
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On Monday, September 3, the USTA 
hosted Military Appreciation Day and 
invited Wounded Warriors and military 
leaders to attend the US Open in a 
hospitality suite. The Wounded Warriors 
were from Walter Reed National Medical 
Center, Balboa Navy Medical Center and 
other military medical facilities across the 
country. USTA Military Outreach partners 
Freedom Alliance and Navy Safe Harbor 
Foundation arranged for travel and lodging 
for the service members. The guests had 
an opportunity to watch such players 
as Ana Ivanovic, Roger Federer, Serena 
Williams, and Mardy Fish in action and 
were honored on the giant video screen 
in Arthur Ashe Stadium. After her match, 
Serena Williams autographed tennis balls 
from the match for each service member. 
Coincidentally, the USTA also hosted 
military leaders in another hospitality 
suite, and an official caught one of the 
three autographed balls Williams hit into 
the stands after the match. 

On September 3, the USTA also invited 
approximately 40 military service 
members, veterans and their families from 
Naval Weapons Station Earle, New Jersey 
Veterans Affairs and Navy Safe Harbor 
to sit in the promenade section of Ashe 

Stadium, enjoy a great day of tennis and 
receive US Open hats as souvenirs. That 
same day, the USTA premiered a Military 
Outreach public service announcement 
featuring Dr. Jill Biden on the giant video 
screen. Military Appreciation Day for 
Joining Forces, a national initiative, began 
in 2011 by First Lady Michelle Obama and 
Dr. Jill Biden and seeks to inspire, educate 
and spark action from all sectors of society 
in support of veterans, service members 
and military families. USTA Military 
Outreach is now teaming with the initiative. 

The USTA also hosted 
Our Dad’s Flag 
during the US Open. 
Our Dad’s Flag is a 
Cassidy family project 
in patriotism and is 
designed to serve 
as a silver lining 
during a loved one’s 
deployment. The flag 
continues to make its 
way across the U.S. 
and across the oceans 
and was held by 2012 
U.S. Olympic team 
members Michael 
Phelps, John Orozco, 
Donovan Ford and 
Queen Underwood during the Summer 
Olympic Games in London. While in New 
York, the flag made its way into the hands 
of American stars Andy Roddick and Sam 
Querrey as well as Ryan McIntosh. USTA 
Chairman of the Board and President Jon 
Vegosen, USTA Executive Director and 
Chief Operating Officer Gordon Smith, 
USTA Board of Directors members Katrina 
Adams and Chanda Rubin were also proud 
to hold the flag. 

The military events at the 2012 US Open 
concluded prior to the women’s and men’s 
singles finals. Members of the U.S. Marine 
Corps unfurled a giant American flag across 
the court prior to both the men’s and 
women’s singles finals, and the Air Force 
Color Guard presented the colors before 
both matches. A flyover of four F-15E 
Strike Eagles from the 334th Fighter 
Squadron, Seymour Johnson Air Force 
Base in North Carolina took place before 
the women’s final. The squadron was 
led by Lt. Col. Brian “Torch” Armstrong 
of Brandon, Fla., and Capt. Phil “Yeti” 
Hafdahl of Fargo, N.D. This was the fourth 
year that Seymour Johnson Air Force Base 
performed a flyover at the US Open. 

“Operating four F-15E Strike Eagles from 
a civilian airfield in some of the world’s 
busiest airspace was no easy task,” 
said Capt. Hafdahl, “but with the help 
from local agencies and others it was an 
awesome experience.”
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Wounded Warriors from Walter Reed National Medical 
Center, Bethesda, MD and Balboa Navy Medical Center,  
San Diego, CA attended the US Open as guests of the USTA.

Andy Roddick and Ryan 
McIntosh pose with Our 
Dad’s Flag

Billie Jean King greeted members of the 334th Fighter 
Squadron from Seymour Johnson Air Force Base, North 
Carolina after performing this year’s flyover.

national Recreation 
Foundation grant 
Received
The USTA recently received a $75,000 
grant from the National Recreation 
Foundation to fund a pilot collaboration 
between the USTA and Boys and Girls Clubs 
of America on military installations, bringing 
tennis to military youth and families. The 
funding will also be used to develop a 
comprehensive adaptive tennis therapy 
guide for use by Veteran Affairs physical 
and recreational therapists and at military 
medical hospitals and warrior transition 
units. The guide will be used to assist 
wounded, ill and injured service members 
with their rehabilitation and reintegration 
needs. The grant will also support the many 
wounded warrior therapy clinics and camps 
run by the USTA and its volunteers.


