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A Message from the

Executive Director and Chief Operating Officer

As the caretakers of our sport, we have entered a crucial new period in our
 commitment to promoting and developing the growth of tennis. Of course, preparing
for the game’s future is hardly a novel enterprise for our organization. People who care
deeply about the state of tennis in our country have been working together for 135
years to ensure the sport continues to thrive—ever since Emelius Outerbridge, one of
the sport’s founding fathers in America, had the foresight to call for the establishment
of a governing association for “the better promotion and interest of the game at large.”
Even so, Outerbridge and his fellow tennis pioneers could hardly have foreseen the
enormous changes that the sport would undergo. What was once a leisure activity
enjoyed at a handful of clubs has evolved into a global sport for all ages and ability
levels, played almost everywhere, from schoolyards and driveways to public parks and
stadium courts that showcase the world’s best players.

We have much to be proud of and to celebrate when it comes to growing the
game, but we still have many challenges to overcome as well. Faced with increased competition for leisure time and
changing demographics, we have been taking an especially hard look at how our association operates and asking
 ourselves how we can best prepare for the future we want. Using our mission as our guide, we are clearly heading in the
right direction. Using our skills and resources to their fullest, we have a very bright future indeed. 

Fortunately, we have resources that other national governing bodies can only dream about. Our financial state has
us well prepared for the days ahead. And so does our high-performing and talented team of volunteers and staff, whose
focus, dedication and work ethic have fueled our success in expanding our sport’s reach across the country.

Increasing interest and participation in tennis is hard to do in today’s world. But we have not shied away from a  single
challenge. Whether it has been growing youth tennis, attracting more people to play in League tennis, making sure our
CTAs have the organizational infrastructure to succeed or enhancing the US Open experience so fans will continue to
 support our sport in record numbers, our organization has embraced the need to act and evolve. 

There is no better example of our commitment to the sport’s future than our building a new home for American tennis
in the Lake Nona area of Orlando, Fla. An opportunity such as this—to build a model facility with the goal of enhancing
the sport at every level—comes along once in a company’s lifetime. Just as the leadership of our Board determined
 several years ago to transform an aging USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center into the best tennis venue in the
world, so we have continued to raise the bar for our sport by creating a new tennis center for developing the next generation
of players, coaches, tennis providers, officials and volunteers.

We have certainly come a long way from what Outerbridge envisioned all those years ago when he first sought to get
American tennis organized. And we may still have some distance to go. But I can say with the utmost confidence that our
organization has never been better prepared to make this special journey.

Gordon A. Smith
Executive Director and Chief Operating Officer


