
For the first time in the 125 
year history of the USTA, an 
unprecedented effort is be-
ing made to reach out to 
military service members 
and their families to intro-
duce the lifelong sport of 
tennis and its physical and 
psychological health bene-
fits.  It’s widely accepted 
that physical activity relieves 
stress, and tennis with its 
added social aspect , low 
cost and capability to be 

played by persons of all skill 
levels and ages is finding 
ways to  
help 
families 
engage 
with their 
commu-
nities and 
each 
other.  Tthe USTA will present 
a proclamation of support to 
military leaders and welcome 
wounded warriors and mili-

USTA Welcomes Military Leaders and 
Families to the US Open 

Family Circle Cup honors our 
Military 

 The Family Circle Cup, one 
of twenty Premier Events on 
the Sony Ericsson WTA Tour, 
has a roster of past champi-
ons that include some of the 
biggest names in the history 
of women's tennis including 
Chris Evert, Martina Navrati-

lova,  Venus Williams, Justine 
Henin, and Serena Williams. 
This year’s cup  took place 
April 10-18, 2010 in Charles-
ton, SC. The tournament  
drew over 1,500 members of 
the military community.  Par-
ticipating branches included 

the Coast Guard, Navy, and 
Air  Force.   
Each 
branch 
received 
an allot-
ment of 
tickets to 
the tourna-
ment as 
well as 
discounts on regular ticket 
purchases.  A  "Battle of the 
Branches" took place with the 
Navy receiving the most sign 
in participation  and being 
awarded the "Battle of the 
Branches" trophy for one year 
and will  defend it for 2011.    
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Tennis courts at Charlie Norwood are in rough 
shape, but with some patching and an overlay, 
will soon be as good as new! 

USTA Donates Courts to Charlie Norwood VA 
Medical Center in Augusta, GA 

In concert with our friends at 
Freedom Alliance and Sport 
Court, the USTA has donated 
new tennis courts to the Char-
lie Norwood VA Medical Cen-
ter.  The courts will service 
thousands of veterans and 
their families in the coming 
years. 

tary families to a private 
suite during Family Day at 

the  2010 US 
Open held 
in Flushing 
Meadows, 
NY. For in-
formation 
on how to 
support the 

USTA’s military outreach ef-
forts or for more information,  
contact Military@usta.com 

“ During this challenging time of multiple 
deployments, the USTA  wants to provide a 
welcoming net full of social and physical 
diversionary activity to assist military service 
members , veterans, and their families .”   
 

Lucy S. Garvin 
USTA President and  
Chairman of the Board 



Tennis was a great way 
to introduce them to the 
ideas of sportsmanship 
and discipline, as well as 
to a lifetime sport, which 
they both continue to 
enjoy. The sense of 
achievement provided 
by tennis, as well as avia-
tion, has served them 
well, and I hope their 
experience can inspire 
junior players to share the 
same experience as my 

son and daughter.”  Elliott Shoup was 
featured in the 2009 May/June issue of 

USTA Magazine. As a nine year old, Elliott 
made history by flying round trip across 
the United States with his father at his 
side and was featured in the 1990 issue 
of USTA Tennis Magazine. Elliott is now a 
Navy Lieutenant and jet pilot stationed 
at Oceana, VA. Allison Shoup, a Chief 
Warrant Office in the US Army, is a Black 
Hawk helicopter pilot, stationed in Ha-
waii. Their father, Frank, a former officer 
in the Air Force, is a long-time member of 
the USTA, an avid and accomplished 
tennis player who still maintains his pilot’s 
license and his passion for flying and 
tennis. Allison and Elliott continue to fol-
low their father in close formation. 

Frank Shoup, the fa-
ther of two successful 
tennis players and 
military standouts, 
said: “I'm gratified that 
your friends at USTA 
are continuing to en-
courage Junior Team 
Tennis, and I would like 
to offer some com-
ments about what 
tennis has meant to 
my son Elliott and 
daughter Allison.  Both 
played Junior Team Tennis, and both 
were on their high school tennis teams. 

In a show of appreciation 
and support from a grateful 
nation, the United States Ten-
nis Association league tennis 
teams, with support of their 
local Community Tennis Asso-
ciations will ‘adopt’ de-
ployed military units. In addi-
tion to sending needed items 
overseas in the form of care 
packages, the goal of the 
program is to introduce de-
ployed service members to a 
recreational, therapeutic, 
and social means for reintegrating with 
family, friends and community upon re-
turn from conflict.  Each unit of approxi-
mately 75-100 deployed soldiers will be 
identified by personal tennis community 
contacts and with the assistance of the 
Department of Defense.   The USTA plans 
to partner with the National Recreation 

Foundation to take 
this program that 
step further by 
sending portable 
tennis equipment 
to the units 
adopted by USTA 
CTA’s, providing 
deployed military 
personnel with the 
opportunity for a 
low cost diversion-
ary recreational 
opportunity that 

can be continued in their communities 
when they return home.  The portable 
tennis equipment can be set up in short 
order and used as a way to keep physi-
cally fit.   The USTA’s goal is to adopt 250 
units over the first 12 to 18 months of the 
program impacting up to 250,000 service 
members in theatre.  Working with the 

USTA marketing department we will be-
gin promotion of the program to CTA’s in 
October 2010.  Anticipated initial ship-
ping of tennis equipment will begin Janu-
ary 31, 2011.  The USTA will promote the 
program to its 1100 Community Tennis 
Associations throughout the country, and 
manage the process between the CTAs, 
Wilson 
Sporting 
Goods, 
and 
National 
Recrea-
tion 
Founda-
tion. 
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Flying High with Lessons Learned from USTA’s Junior Team 
Tennis:  Players are now in the military serving our country 

Adopt a Unit Program to Kick Off in October 

U S TA  M il i ta ry  O ut re a ch 

Tennis team Captains from Cary, NC 
participated in a “packing party” to 
help ready supplies for shipment 
Photo by Jonathan Freden, Cary Magazine 

Allison and Elliott Shoup 
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Sport Court and the USTA teamed up at a vendor show at 
Yakota Air Base last summer to demonstrate the health 
benefits of tennis and how easy it is to set up short courts 
for QuickStart tennis.  Children and adults alike partici-
pated in mini-tournaments and ‘beat the pro’ activities 
during the four day show.  The USTA left the court behind 
in Japan donating it for use on the Air Base so  children 
and adults of all ages could take advantage of the physi-
cal, social and therapeutic advantages of the great sport 
of tennis. 

Jesse “Lee” 
H i n s o n 
started his 
career in 
the Navy 
over twenty 
years ago.  
After a 
tragic acci-
dent left 
him para-

lyzed from the waist down he found 
wheelchair tennis.  He developed a 
passion for the sport rediscovering 
competition and excellence.  In 2008 
he qualified for the Beijing Paralym-
pics as a member of the wheelchair 
tennis team.  He won a round of sin-
gles and a round of doubles marking 
one of the best experiences in his life.   

Paul Walker is a veteran of the Army.  

He saw action in Desert 
Storm coming home 
safely, but was injured in a 
parachute training acci-
dent leaving him a para-
plegic.  Paul discovered 
wheelchair tennis and 
reached a top 30 in the 
world ranking.  Today he 
uses wheelchair tennis as 
a vocation, passion, and 
family activity.  He is cur-
rently the Women’s 
Wheelchair Tennis Coach 
at World Team Cup as 
well as a girls’ high school 
coach at his home in 
Lakeland, Florida.  His 
leadership skills make him one of the best coaches in the 
wheelchair ranks.  Both veterans will play a part in offering 
tennis programming to Wounded Warriors as part of the 
USTA’s outreach to the Military. 

USTA representatives are collaborating with the White 
House to explore more ways to support military personnel 
and their families.  Support and guidance from the First 
Lady’s office as well as from Matt Flavin, President 
Obama’s  Advisor on Veteran’s Affairs has been critical in 
assisting the effort. Earlier this year a team met with 
Trooper Sanders, Michele Obama’s Domestic Policy Advi-
sor.  Pictured L to R is Robin Jones, USTA Facilities  Consult-
ant, David Slade, USTA National Manager of CTAs, Rita 
Garza, USTA Sr. Dir. of Corporate Communications and 
Trooper Sanders in the First  Lady’s office. 
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Tennis comes to Yakota Air Base, Japan 

Veteran Wheelchair Players Slated to Help the 
USTA with Efforts for Wounded Warriors 

 White House offers support and guidance 



The USTA and the  
United States Armed Forces 

 
Providing  sustainable world-wide support, training  and programming options 

to America’s Service Members, Families and Veterans 

 

For information on supporting these efforts contact Military@usta.com 


