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“Excellence Teams” was a concept originally developed several years ago through a partnership 
with Andre Agassi Charitable Foundation and the USTA. The idea was to replicate the structure 
and the success that Team Agassi had accomplished over the past decade with on-the-court and 
educational results. Team Agassi was run out of a small 2 court Boys & Girls Club and was 
composed of 10-12 non-traditional tennis players from truly underserved backgrounds. Coaching, 
equipment, and tournament and travel expenses were paid for by the club, and many team 
members earned top national rankings, with one, Asia Muhammad, having a modicum of success 
on tour. 
 
The USTA piloted the Excellence Team concept by issuing a Request for Proposal to community 
tennis providers, targeted but not exclusive to NJTL chapters. Junior Tennis Champions Center 
(JTCC) from College Park, MD and Youth Tennis San Diego (YTSD) each won a 2-year grant and 
were funded for a total of $100,000--$50,000 to each, with a one-to-one match requirement. The 
total project, including the two grantees, the Exchange, which convened the two teams in Las 
Vegas, plus miscellaneous travel to administer the program, was worth $250,000, and lasted for 
approximately 30 months. 
 
The NJTL chapters in the pilot had to use their own process to form small teams of high- potential 
players that demonstrated the physical promise and mental and psychological determination to 
become great players. Each grantee was required to work with a current or former professional 
celebrity who would help raise the matching funds and interact with the team and program in 
some way. Top coaching methodologies, educational resources and high academic standards 
were required but left to the chapters for implementation. Annual reports were required on each 
aspect and a concluding Excellence Team Exchange brought the two chapters together to train 
and to compete against one another, and against Team Agassi. 
 
The two-year pilot was meant to test a number of hypotheses. First, and foremost, can NJTL 
chapters produce players with national rankings who will likely earn Division 1 college 
scholarships? Second, if financial barriers were removed, could determined and talented athletes 
excel at tennis? Could community programs such as NJTLs attract a celebrity and find support for 
this kind of high-cost programming? Is the value in periodic non-ranking workouts among teams 
worth the expense? Would adding a ‘top of the pyramid’ program attract or detract from the 
larger community-wide programming already delivered by these programs? All hypotheses were 
bore out and are discussed in the individual reports. 



NJTL chapters have a long history of producing a small number of top-performing players who 

regularly compete in the junior slams, earn college scholarships, and rarely go on to play the tour. 

These young people face a myriad of obstacles, the first of which is financial. The perception that 

tennis is an expensive sport, that training, equipment, tournaments and travel are cost-prohibitive 

is enough to make kids and families quit before pursuing it further. Thus, not only must financial 

barriers actively be eliminated and communicated as such, but the team approach must be 

inculcated so that kids and families have a support network that is “in it together”. Diversity of 

race, ethnicity, gender and more can easily be overcome if the right team approach is used. 

 
The Excellence Teams affected each program differently. Junior Tennis Champions Center, which 
started mainly as a player development academy, saw the opportunity to use Excellence Team 
members as outreach instructors as a way of getting them to do community service in Southeast 
DC. Community service is great for the kids individually and as a team, and it also allows JTCC to 
expand the number of sites it uses and the number of kids it reaches. 
 
Youth Tennis San Diego operates at over 120 schools across a large geographic county. They had 
long wanted but were never able to implement a player development team until this pilot. YTSD 
pulled its best and most determined athletes from school sites, and formed an all-star team of 
sorts. From both directions, the 2 programs completed the “playing pyramid” of mass-outreach 
and exposure at the bottom, a pathway of programs in the middle, and a group at the top that 
provided something to aspire to for younger and less developed children. 
 
The fact that both grantees were also independently selected as Regional Training Centers by the 
USTA Player Development office is not surprising. It attests to their high caliber of coaching and 
player development orientation, and also to the fact that messaging between grassroots and 
player development needs to be consistent and integrated. The lessons and methods these 
programs used in their approach to this pilot and working to create a mutually supportive team of 
individuals should be used as a best practice both among community programs adding player 
development components, and also by player development programs who need to create a 
feeder system of talent and foster a ‘bigger picture’ perspective in their players and parents. 
 
The Excellence Team Exchange remained the final question about the pilot however, bringing the 
teams together to meet, compete, train, and learn from one another was a unanimous success. 
Individual and team personalities came out strongly and were softened and assimilated over the 
72 hour exchange. Larger picture messages, such as their role in the national tennis development 
process, sportsmanship, college preparation and scholarships, character, and lessons learned 
from Arthur Ashe, were all delivered and received well. National administrators, local coaches, and 
players all took away something different from the exchange, and all agreed that it was one of the 
most important parts to the pilot. 
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1) JTCC Excellence Team 
 
 

Yancy Dennis‐‐‐‐   Reisterstown, MD  Age: 13 

Nadia Gizdova‐‐‐‐   Columbia, MD  Age: 12 

Justice Jones‐‐‐‐   Laurel, MD  Age: 11 

Raveena Kingsley‐‐‐‐   Fulton, MD  Age: 12 

Ndindi Ndunda‐‐‐‐     Burke, VA  Age: 11 

Jada Robinson‐‐‐‐   Reisterstown, MD  Age: 11 

Liam Rotzoll‐‐‐‐   Bethesda, MD  Age: 10 

Francis Tiafoe‐‐‐‐   College Park, MD  Age: 12 

 
 
2) Tennis Activity 
 
Each member of the Excellence Team is a student in the Champions Program at the Junior Tennis 
Champions Center (JTCC). Two students attend full time school at JTCC, and receive four hours of 
tennis training and match play and one hour of fitness daily. Five students have the same daily 
schedule at JTCC but are homeschooled and complete their studies in the JTCC study hall. The final 
team member attends JTCC programming in the late afternoon, after the completion of his school 
day. 
 
The majority of the Excellence Team trains together on a daily basis. As members of JTCC’s USTA 
High Performance program they receive intense training and competition each day. JTCC has 28 
courts including hard, red, and green clay. As a result, JTCC coaches prepare students to perform 
on multiple surfaces. The Excellence Team members train with other students in the general 
program, including older, more advanced players that serve as mentors. 



3) Coaching 
 
JTCC boasts one of the finest coaching staffs in the country. With an emphasis on personalized 
mentoring, JTCC’s Champions Program aims to develop the entire person, not just a tennis player. 
Each player on the team has a primary coach-mentor who oversees the player’s training and 
general development. 
 
Players train in groups of three to four players of similar age, ability and work ethic. As a result of 
their schedule, talent, and dedication, members of the Excellence Team train together daily. The 
training sessions use Periodization Training. The training cycle consists of the following periods: 
 

Fundamentals Training: New concepts are introduced along with long term 
technical changes. The training focuses on strong repetition. 
Tournament Preparation Training: Short term and small technical adjustments 
are made. The focus is on competition tactics and strategy. 
Tournament Peak Training: Lots of stroke play and hitting to maintain sharpness 
and a high level of form. The focus is to remain sharp without overworking in 
preparation for competition. 
Active Rest Training: Low tempo and low quantity of practice. The idea is to 
recover after periods of intense training and play. 
 

Depending on the training period, practices consist of varying proportions of dead-ball drilling, 
live-ball hitting, situational point play, and match play. The timing of these cycles will vary for 
different players on the team, and the coach-mentor will ensure that each player is maximizing 
their training time. 
 
The Excellence Team works with JTCC senior staff and is exposed to the fitness training methods 
of strength and conditioning legend Pat Etcheberry, a JTCC Senior Advisor. On a daily basis, team 
members train primarily with the following staff: 
 
Senior Director of Competition Chuck Kriese- Two-time USPTA National Award Winner, 
coached the Clemson men’s tennis team from 1975-2008, ACC's winningest coach and 10-time ACC 
champion, has 685 wins, United States National Coach from 1980-1982 
Senior Director of Tennis Vesa Ponkka‐‐‐‐ PTR, USPTA and USTA HP certified, has coached 
students to numerous professional and national titles, the #1 ITF Junior World Ranking, #1 USTA 
National Rankings, and NCAA All American honors 
Senior Director of Fitness Frank Costello- Four-time U.S. National Track and Field Coach of 
the Year, 1998 Stan Jones Award winner as top ISAA strength and conditioning coach in the 
country 
Senior Director of High Performance Frank Salazar- 2008 United States Olympic Committee 
Developmental Coach of the Year for tennis, former #1 junior player in the world and ATP 
professional 
Director of High Performance Oliver Akli- USPTR/USPTA High Performance certified, former 
Davis Cup player 



4) Change in Ranking 
 
Every member of the Excellence Team has greatly improved their game over the past year, as is 
evidenced by their rankings. Below is a summary of each player’s development: 
 

− Yancy Dennis- Switched from one-handed to two-handed backhand which has allowed 
him to add pace and play more aggressively. Instincts on court have improved, as has his 
second serve. Was outside of top 100 in USTA B14’s to start year and is now ranked 61. 

− Nadia Gizdova- Has increased pace on serve and displayed greater racquet head speed 
on ground strokes. Much improved court positioning has led to her jump from 18 to 1 in the 
Mid Atlantic G12’s over the past year and to 33 in the nation. 

− Justice Jones- In 2010 Justice went from 33 to 8 in the Mid Atlantic B12s’ rankings. He has 
shown strides in his mental toughness and presence on the court, as well as increased 
racquet head speed. 

− Raveena Kingsley- Raveena has developed her forehand as an offensive weapon, and is 
playing more aggressively with a stronger first serve. She has started to play 14U 
tournaments and is already ranked 24 overall in the Mid Atlantic for Girls 14U. 

− Ndindi Ndunda- In the past year Ndindi has developed more racquet head speed and 
displayed an improved court sense. As a result, she is more aggressive in her transition 
game. Ranked third in the nation in 2010 for the Girls 12u, she is now ranked 9 for USTA 
G14s’. 

− Jada Robinson- Jada has improved her forehand technique and is showing more 
consistency from the baseline. Her movement and balance are better, and she has gone 
from 12 to 4 in the Mid Atlantic G12s’. 

− Liam Rotzoll- JTCC coaches have worked with Liam to change his forehand and backhand 
grips, allowing him to be more aggressive in transition. He has also made strides on his 
second serve. Still only 10 years old, Liam has started to play 12u tournaments and is ranked 
69 in the Mid Atlantic B12s’. 

− Francis Tiafoe- Francis has improved his serve, making it more of a weapon, and altered 
his forehand technique. Ranked 9 in the country for B12s in 2010, Francis has quickly 
ascended to 8 in the USTA B14s rankings. 

 
Please see the attached spreadsheet for the students’ personal information including rankings, 
grade point average, and tournament results. 
 

 

 

 

 



5) Educational Resources 
 
The Champions Center places academic achievement on a par with athletic performance. Students 
must maintain grades and behave in school in order to participate in any on court activities. Two 
students attend the Champions Center School each day. They take an online curriculum assisted 
by two-full time teachers at the Tennis Center. Five students are home schooled and train full-time 
at JTCC. They study for three and a half hours daily in JTCC study hall, which is monitored by an 
instructor who assists the students. One student (Liam Rotzoll) attends public school and trains at 
JTCC after school for three days each week. 
 
All students on the Excellence Team have access to additional study hall to complete course work 
and receive additional tutoring. It is imperative that these students remain focused on their 
academics and in pursuit of higher education. JTCC instructors provide weekly classroom sessions 
on character education and ethics. 
 
JTCC’s Champions Program is designed for young people to receive the necessary instruction and 
support to earn a scholarship to a top college or university. Each member of the Excellence Team 
embraces this objective as their long term goal. Some of the more elite players still dream about 
becoming touring professionals, but understand that it is imperative to keep up with their studies. 
 
In addition to their academic duties, JTCC students are committed to community service and 
volunteerism. Each player on the Excellence Team completed thirty hours of community service in 
2010. As part of a partnership with Washington DC Parks and Recreation, our students teach 
tennis to children in the inner city. It is an exceptional chance for young athletes to develop 
increased discipline, and a heightened sense of responsibility. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6) Budget 
 

 

 

Cost of 
Tennis 

Training 

Cost of 
Education 

Cost of 
Tournament 

Coaching Total 

Portion 
paid by 
Players 

Portion 
paid by 
Grant 

Yancy Dennis $15,000 ----- $3,000 $18,000 $6,000 $12,000 

Nadia Gizdova $26,000 ----- $4,000 $30,000 $26,000 $4,000 

Justice Jones $18,000 ----- $2,000 $20,000 $2,000 $18,000 

Raveena Kingsley $26,000 ----- $4,000 $30,000 $26,000 $4,000 

Ndindi Ndunda $26,000 $9,000 $5,000 $40,000 $0 $40,000 

Jada Robinson $26,000 ----- $4,000 $30,000 $21,000 $9,000 

Liam Rotzoll $13,500 ----- $2,000 $15,500 $11,000 $4,500 

Francis Tiafoe $26,000 $15,000 $5,000 $46,000 $0 $46,000 

TOTALS $176,500 $24,000 $29,000 $229,000 $92,000 $137,500 
 
 
The above table summarizes the accounting of funds used in 2010. All funding directly supports 
the tennis training, mentoring, and academic services provided to Excellence Team students. 
Matching funds for the grant were obtained through the generous contributions of affluent 
individuals who support JTCC’s mission to prepare young people to be successful collegiate 
scholar athletes. 
 
JTCC’s Excellence Team had total expenses of $229,500 in 2o10. $92,000 of this amount was offset 
by the students’ families. Thus, a total of $137,500 was provided to Excellence Team members. 
This funding offset expense, covered tuition, and included tournament training for all students. 
Many of these families would not be able to afford the high performance training at JTCC 
otherwise. With additional funding, JTCC could offer further programming to strengthen the 
impact of the Excellence grant. Quarterly meals and cultural outings in Washington, DC would 
strengthen team camaraderie. Private tutoring sessions with the team each week would ensure 
that the students are staying focused on school despite intense training and tournament 
schedules. 
 



We believe the grant funds were used very effectively. JTCC’s USTA Excellence Team is comprised 

of high performance students with significant training and tournament costs. For JTCC to cut 

funds, we would have to lower the price of programming by supporting less high performance 

students and younger students. 
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JTCC 2010 Player Information Report 

1 
Player Name 
Francis Tiafoe, 12 

Current GPA 
(out of 4.0) 

3.78 
National Rank & Age 
Rank:  5   Age: B14’s 

Sectional Rank & Age 
Rank:  1   Age: B14’s 

Tournament 
USTA National Winter Championships 

Month 
December 

Result 
QF 

Tournament 
Nike Junior USTA National Masters 

Month 
August 

Result 
SF 

Tournament 
USTA National Open 

Month 
May 

Results 
Finals 

              

2 
Player Name 
Ndindi Ndunda, 12 

Current GPA 
(out of 4.0) 

4 
National Rank & Age 
Rank:  9   Age: G14’s 

National Rank & Age 
Rank:  6   Age: G14’s 

Tournament 
USTA National Winter Championships 

Month 
December 

Result 
QF 

Tournament 
USTA National Spring Championships 

Month 
November 

Result 
Winner 

Tournament 
Peach State Classic 

Month 
May 

Results 
QF 

              

3 
Player Name 
Jada Robinson, 11 

Current GPA 
(out of 4.0) 

3.874 
National Rank & Age 
Rank:  66   Age: G12’s 

National Rank & Age 
Rank:  3   Age: G12’s 

Tournament 
Junior Orange Bowl 

Month 
December 

Result 
R32 

Tournament 
USTA National Championships 

Month 
August 

Result 
R32 

Tournament 
USTA National Open 

Month 
May 

Results 
R32 

              

4 
Player Name 
Justice Jones, 11 

Current GPA 
(out of 4.0) 

3.9 
National Rank & Age 
Rank:  154   Age: B12’s 

National Rank & Age 
Rank:  8   Age: B12’s 

Tournament 
USTA National Open 

Month 
November 

Result 
QF 

Tournament 
The Labor Day Championship 

Month 
September 

Result 
QF 

Tournament 
USTA National Open 

Month 
May 

Results 
R32 

              

5 
Player Name 
Liam Rotzoll, 10 

Current GPA 
(out of 4.0) 

3.33 
National Rank & Age 
Rank:  NR   Age: B10’s 

National Rank & Age 
Rank:  20   Age: B10’s 

Tournament 
Maryland State Junior Outdoor Championships 

Month 
July 

Result 
Winner 

Tournament 
Potomac Junior Open #11 

Month 
October 

Result 
Winner 

Tournament 
Potomac Junior Open #8 

Month 
August 

Results 
SF 

              

6 
Player Name 
Raveena Kingsley, 12 

Current GPA 
(out of 4.0) 

4 
National Rank & Age 
Rank:  68   Age: G12’s 

National Rank & Age 
Rank:  2   Age: G12’s 

Tournament 
USTA National Open 

Month 
May 

Result 
QF 

Tournament 
USTA National Open 

Month 
February 

Result 
R16 

Tournament 
Junior Orange Bowl 

Month 
Decembe
r 

Results 
R32 

              

7 
Player Name 
Nadia Gizdova, 12 

Current GPA 
(out of 4.0) 

4 
National Rank & Age 
Rank:  32   Age: G12’s 

National Rank & Age 
Rank:  1   Age: G12’s 

Tournament 
USTA National Winter Championships 

Month 
December 

Result 
QF 

Tournament 
USTA National Open 

Month 
May 

Result 
QF 

Tournament 
Eddie Herr International 

Month 
July 

Results 
R16 

              

8 
Player Name 
Yancy Dennis, 13 

Current GPA 
(out of 4.0) 

3.8 
National Rank & Age 
Rank:  55   Age: B14’s 

National Rank & Age 
Rank:  2  Age: B14’s 

Tournament 
USTA National Open 

Month 
May 

Result 
R16 

Tournament 
USTA National Open 

Month 
November 

Result 
R16 

Tournament 
Gator Bowl 

Month 
May 

Results 
R16 



YOUTH TENNIS SAN DIEGO 

 
Committed to the standard of excellence, our team members have been provided a very 
structured training system of progression 5 days a week, 3 hours a day. Every day two hours are 
dedicated to on court training, tactics, and mental coaching. One hour is dedicated to fitness and 
conditioning. The program adheres to a dynamic weekly theme style covering all aspects of the 
game; consistency, attack, counter attack, net game, patterns of play, doubles, and specialty 
shots. The ratio of coach to players strictly remains 1 – 4 max with limitless court space and time 
for match play offered for each member of the team. 
 
Excellence students receive 100% attention from our best technical coaches, physical trainers, and 
practice partners, in a unified team-working environment. They are given their own special team 
member practices every week. Different to other programs, coaches and mentors provide 
individualized interaction and mentorship to team members, as well as develop for them a 
training and competition schedule that has them reaching the peak of their play at the most 
important times on the calendar. Our coaches have continuously incorporated and emphasized 
themes of leadership, self-discipline, ethical behavior, and a philosophy of working hard to obtain 
success in life. 
 
This is the team of coaches diversely qualified in stroke production, biomechanics, footwork, 
strategy, fitness, nutrition and mental conditioning. 
 

WOLF VON LINDENAU      Ketchum, Idaho 
 
Wolf has 12 years of professional coaching and teaching experience, with a solid 
background as an academy program director, manager, trainer and coach. He has 
extensive experience travelling around the world with players on every competitive 
level. Wolf played NCAA Division I tennis for Arizona State University, has coached 
NCAA Division I, and has individually trained countless top juniors with a high efficacy 
rate of getting them placed on strong college teams. 
 
LUDA MAKAROVA  Moscow, Russia 
 
As a player, Luda earned a # 1 ranking in Russia and played for the Federation Cup. As a 
coach she developed 6 national Canadian junior Champions many of which attained a 
world ranking. She was awarded Canadian coach of the year twice and has been 
coaching Anna Kournikova, Marat Safin, Elena Bovina, Feane Dancevick, and Dorote 
Wozniak. As a national coach she traveled with the junior national team to Petite As, 
France, the Orange Bowl in Florida and the world championships in Japan. At the 
Barnes Tennis Center Luda is our High Performance Director and believes in the idea of 
structured skill and game development instead of just hitting balls and playing points. 
 
 



ISAAC MCBROOM  Hastings, Minnesota 
 
Isaac was the captain of the #1 nationally ranked Gustavus Adolphus College tennis 
team where he earned a degree in Exercise Science. He has been developing and 
coaching high level players for 14 years at places such as the Nick Bollettieri Tennis 
Academy. He has toured with such players as Vilmarie Castellvi (NCAA champion, WTA 
Professional), Sesil Karetancheva (WTA #32), and Eric Butorac (ATP top 30 doubles). 
 
STEPHAN SIEBENBRUNNER  Weis, Austria 
 
Stephan grew up playing tennis in Austria where he represented his State at the junior 
nationals. At the age of 18 he was recruited to play for the Division I college team ECU 
in the United States. He earned a bachelor degree in Psychology and a minor in 
Exercise and Nutritional Sciences from ECU and a Master’s degree in Exercise and 
Nutritional Sciences with the specialization in Sport Psychology from SDSU. Stephan 
has been coaching and developing tennis players at all levels ranging from beginner to 
national players over the past 15 years. 
 
KONSTANTINE TODOROV  Sofia, Bulgaria 
 
Kosta is a USPTA certified pro since 1997. He won his first championship title at age 15-
Jr Bulgarian Open. He was the 1st racquet for the Galea Cup Team, which is equivalent 
to the Davis Team Cup for juniors. Konstantin played pro-tennis for 5 years. Konstantin 
began his teaching career in 1976, teaching all skill levels, all ages, and on all surfaces. 
Konstantin spent time as a traveling coach of top junior players to Europe, South 
America and Japan for tournaments including Wimbledon, Roland Garros, and the 
Banana Bowl in Brazil. 
 
TYLER DEMING  New Jersey 
 
Tyler was the former Captain of the Rutgers Men’s Tennis Team from 2004-2006 and 
was voted the Most Valuable Player of Year 2003-2004 and 2005-2006. He was All Big 
East in Singles and Doubles in 2005 and played #1 singles and doubles. Tyler was also a 
former nationally ranked top junior player. 
 
CORNELIUS HAARMANN  Munich, Germany 
 
Cornelius comes to us from Munich, Germany as a former German Nationally top 
ranked junior and Professional Club League player. He is a certified nutritionist and 
fitness trainer and currently is advancing his degree in college. 
 
 



ADAM GEBEAU 
 
Adam was recruited to play collegiate tennis at Trenton State College and later became 
the Assistant Coach at his alma mater. He has served as the Assistant Director of Tennis 
at the prestigious Somerset Hills Country Club in Bernardsville, NJ and spent a summer 
in a similar role at the Doreset Field Club, in Dorset, Vermont. Prior to moving to San 
Diego, Adam coached professionally at the Fox Chase Tennis Club in Chester, NJ. He is 
certified by the USPTA and holds the USRSA's MRT designation, and has more than 10 
years of experience coaching and developing players at all levels of the game. 
 

Our team of coaches is very performance oriented and works diligently with each player to 
maximize their potential. A player specific developmental plan is designed to provide the student 
with a clear understanding between them and the coach of what needs to be done to achieve 
their goals. Giving them this plan helps organize the students’ schedules and shows them what 
needs to be done each day in order to achieve those goals. It also helps our coaches in a way that 
they are progressively designing the practices better and better, and with more detail, the more 
they do it. 
 
Thanks to our privileged location, with access to competitions of every level within a 100-mile 
radius all year-round, participation in the right competition definitely consolidates the team’s 
overall experience and improvement. The opportunity given to the excellence members to be 
observed, analyzed, and coached each month in such strong competitive environments is what 
has proven to be the real key to their successes I feel. Coaches are able to incorporate new 
aspects to the players’ games based on what they observe in their tournament play. 
 
Over the course of their training, I feel the members our Excellence Team have soundly developed 
a solid mechanical and physical foundation. They generally have all displayed an outstanding work 
ethic, behave with class when they compete, and most importantly are developing qualities that 
prove them very coachable people. Each one of them has undoubtedly enhanced their team 
building and leadership skills. The frequent interaction between them has created a healthy bond 
on and off the court. This unity has been paramount for conducting productive practices and fun 
extracurricular activities. I’m proud of what I’ve seen in this team’s efforts toward pursuing their 
goals and overall desire to improve. I see a positive energy and a support for each other day in and 
day out. 
 
As we approach the New Year, I foresee continued success with their impressive results and 
rankings. Just turning 15, Christina impressively reached #1 in the Girls 14s, #... in the Girls 16s, and 
#... in the ITF Junior World Rankings. Victoria reached the top 30 nationally in the Girls 14s and top 
3 in Southern California. As a testament to her incredible improvement, in just 2 years, she was out 
of the top 100 in the Section and out of the top 2,000 in the Nation. Steven is top 5 in the section 
as well and currently making his way through the draw the Winter Nationals. 
 
 
 



Here is a brief synopsis of the additional Excellence Team rankings. Players are listed in 
alphabetical order with their Southern California ranking as well as their national from the current 
12/29/2010 ranking list.  
 
Ibi Akbar has a ranking of 155 in the 16’s in So. Cal. He currently does not have a national ranking. 
 
Lindsay Brown has a So. Cal. ranking of 66 and a national ranking of 961 in the 14’s as of 12/29/10. 
Lindsay is also playing up a division in the 16’s and has a So. Cal. ranking of 237 as of 12/29/10. 
 
Steven Chen has a So. Cal. ranking of 5 and a national ranking of 329 in the 14’s as. Steven plays up 
a division in the 16’s and has a So. Cal. ranking of 70 and has a national ranking of 1,085 as of 
12/29/10. 
 
Daniel Dulay has a So. Cal. ranking of 32 in the 10’s as of 12/29/10. There are no national rankings for 
boys 10s. 
 
Martin Marin has a ranking in So. Cal. of 137 in the 14’s and currently does not have a national 
ranking as of 12/29/10. 
 
Alexa Meyer is ranked 69 in So. Cal. in the 12’s and currently does not have a national ranking as of 
12/29/10. 
 
Julia Ronney is ranked 47 in the 12’s in So. Cal. and has a national ranking of 452 in the 12’s as of 
12/29/10. 
 
Jwany Sherif is ranked 21 in the 16’s in So. Cal. and has a national ranking of 303 in the 16’s as of 
12/29/10. 
 
Ivan Thamma is ranked 27 in the 12’s in So. Cal. and has a national ranking of 633 in the 12’s as of 
12/29/10. Ivan also plays up in the 14’s and has a So. Cal. ranking of 231 as of 12/29/10. 
 
Peter Trhac is ranked 130 in the 14’s in So. Cal. and has a national ranking of 1,017 in the 14’s as of 
12/29/10. 
 
Patrick Trhac is ranked 75 in the 12’s in So. Cal. and has a national ranking of 537 in the 12’s as of 
12/29/10. Patrick also plays up in the 14’s and has a So. Cal. ranking of 354 as of 12/29/10. 
 
Dean Tuazon is ranked 66 in the 12’s in So. Cal. and has a national ranking of 1,004 in the 12’s as of 
12/29/10. 
 



Academically, the members of the team were required to provide quarterly progress reports from 

their school. We monitored the report cards and provided assistance where needed. 4 days a 

week, supervised homework assistance was available for the team members before or after their 

workouts. Computers and internet access were available for the team’s use 7 days a week.  

Individually, each player was provided academic assistance as needed. Throughout the year, 4 of 

the team members received private tutoring in 3 different subjects. We wanted to ensure that all 

team members maintained a 3.0 or equivalent GPA. 

 
The goal is that every player who wants to play college tennis has that opportunity. With contacts 
and coaches who have both played and coached at the NCAA Division 1 level, we can assist in 
making that happen. We will continue to work together with the SCTA and their college 
scholarship program as well as with the YTSD collegiate panel to insure that our players get the 
best advice and options in choosing a school. 
 
College coaches were brought in to talk with the team members during tournaments. During such 
tournaments as the ITA Regionals, the West Coast Conference Championships and other like 
tournaments held at Barnes, team members were able to watch and learn from top college 
players and coaches. 
 
Local college players also came out several times to hit and talk with the team members about 
their experiences. Escorted by college team players, the Excellence team members were able to 
visit three local college campuses throughout the year. 
 
Community service was required by each of the team members. 4 hours each month were 
obligatory by each team member. The community service consisted of stringing racquets for our 
outreach programs, picking up trash around the facility, assisting with Special Olympic events, and 
volunteering their time with our After School Tennis program, on court as well as mentoring off 
court. 
 
The public perception of tennis players, their parents, and our coaches is a very important element 
of our program. We required our players to have a positive competitive attitude and be models of 
sportsmanship in our sport. Our players and coaches were asked to exhibit fairness, they will be 
friendly on and off the court, and will be known as hard-working players with class who hold their 
heads high—win or lose. Anything less would result in not being allowed to participate. 
 



The grant money was used for training and workouts, entry fees, equipment, tutoring, and travel. 

In 2010 we increased the team to 15 members. 

 
INCOME                2009            2010  TOTAL 2 YR 
USTA SERVES GRANT        $50,000.00       $50,000.00  $100,000.00 
Match (Bowden, Dunn, Gala)       $50,000.00       $50,000.00  $100,000.00 
 
TOTAL       $100,000.00    $100,000.00  $200,000.00 
 
 
EXPENSE              2009           2010  TOTAL 2 YR 
 
Training/workouts        $51,300.00      $94,050.00   $145,350.00 
Stringing           $2,880.00        $4,800.00       $7,680.00 
Racquets            $2,100.00         $3,750.00       $5,850.00 
Entry Fees/tournament travel      $12,600.00       $16,800.00     $29,400.00 
Clothing/Shoes           $1,200.00         $2,400.00       $3,600.00 
Tutoring/Academics          $4,320.00         $4,320.00       $8,640.00 
 
TOTAL        $74,400.00         $126,120.00   $200,520.00 
 

TOTAL INCOME    $100,000.00   $100,000.00  $200,000.00 
TOTAL EXPENSE      $74,400.00     $126,120.00  $200,520.00 
TOTAL       $25,600.00     -$26,120.00         -$520.00 
 
 
 
Matching the funds was not as difficult as first thought. We were able to utilize Sam Querrey, our ATP 

professional, by helping out at our annual Gala fundraiser for both years. He donated his time for clinics that 

were auctioned off as well as personally making a monetary contribution. The money donated for these items 

were put directly towards matching the grant for the Excellence Team. We were also fortunate enough to have 

two individual donors that completed the matching funds, Skeets Dunn and Bob Bowden. These donors are 

very interested in producing a well-rounded, academically successful, National Champion from San Diego. They 

have been long time supporters of Youth Tennis San Diego and are very pleased to be a part of such an 

innovative program. 

 

One of the challenges we did run into was when we chose players from some of our outreach After School 

Tennis sites. The transportation of the player from their community to the Barnes Center to workout with the 

team was a problem at the start. Without additional funding available, we partnered with a local bus company 

to help provide transportation for these players. 

 



The amount funded and matched was enough to start up and fund the project for the two years. With 

additional funding, we would have liked to increase the number of opportunities for our team to meet and 

play with other Excellence Teams. The idea of the best players from different parts of the country gathering 

together to workout, learn and compete as a team was invaluable. 

 

I think the concept of replicating Excellence Teams throughout the United States is a great idea. We found it to 

cost approximately $10,000 per team member a year. This would include stringing, racquets, entry fees, and 

training and tutoring. A $40,000 matching grant would be able to fund a team of 8 for a year. The idea of 

creating teams of 8 promising young players from the ages of 8-14 that come from larger community wide 

programs and providing the opportunity to compete nationally and go to college is incredible. Identifying sites 

that already have a high performance program in place may be able to cut down on overall costs by not having 

to start up a new program or create a curriculum. 

 



 

YTSD 2010 Player Information Report                 

1 Player Name 
Current GPA 
(out of 4.0) National Rank & Age Section Rank & Age Tournament Month Result Tournament Month Result Tournament Month Result 

  Victoria Robertson 3.8 #325-G16 #71-G16 Thanksgiving Vacation Tourn November Rd 16-Loss Dunlop Jr Championships October Q-Loss Northridge Matador Jr Tourn September Rd 32-Loss 

              

2 Player Name 
Current GPA 
(out of 4.0) National Rank & Age Section Rank & Age Tournament Month Result Tournament Month Result Tournament Month Result 

  Jwany Sherif 4 #303-G16 #21-G16 USTA National Opens November Rd 64-Loss Dunlop Jr Championships October q-Loss Los Caballeros Jr Tourn September Rd 16-Loss 

              

3 Player Name 
Current GPA 
(out of 4.0) National Rank & Age Section Rank & Age Tournament Month Result Tournament Month Result Tournament Month Result 

  Julia Ronney 4 #452-G12 #47-G12 Carmel Valley Jr Open December Q-Loss Rancho Cienega Jr Open Tourn November Q-Loss So Cal Jr Championships Novemer Q-Loss 

              

4 Player Name 
Current GPA 
(out of 4.0) National Rank & Age Section Rank & Age Tournament Month Result Tournament Month Result Tournament Month Result 

  Alexa Meyer 4 N/A N/A N/A                 

              

5 Player Name 
Current GPA 
(out of 4.0) National Rank & Age Section Rank & Age Tournament Month Result Tournament Month Result Tournament Month Result 

  Lindsay Brown 4 #961-G14 #237-G16, #66-G14 Homer Peabody Jr Open December Q-Loss Thanksgiving Vacation Tourn November Rd 16-Loss Todd Short Jr Tourn October Rd 16-Loss 

              

6 Player Name 
Current GPA 
(out of 4.0) National Rank & Age Section Rank & Age Tournament Month Result Tournament Month Result Tournament Month Result 

  Christina Makarova 3.95 #2-G16 #3-G16 Dunlop Orange Bowl Int'l Champ December Q-Loss Dunlop Orange Bowl (Doubles) December F-Loss So Cal Jr Sect Doubles November Q-Loss 

              

7 Player Name 
Current GPA 
(out of 4.0) National Rank & Age Section Rank & Age Tournament Month Result Tournament Month Result Tournament Month Result 

  Ibrahim Akbar 4 N/A #155-B16 Homer Peabody Jr Tourn December Q-Loss Thanksgiving Vacation Tourn November Rd 16-Loss Todd Short Jr Tourn October Rd 32-Loss 

              

8 Player Name 
Current GPA 
(out of 4.0) National Rank & Age Section Rank & Age Tournament Month Result Tournament Month Result Tournament Month Result 

  Martin Marin 3.45 N/A #137-B14 Homer Peabody Hr Tourn December Q-Loss Thanksgiving Vacation Tourn November Rd 32-Loss Todd Short Jr Tourn October Q-Loss 

              

9 Player Name 
Current GPA 
(out of 4.0) National Rank & Age Section Rank & Age Tournament Month Result Tournament Month Result Tournament Month Result 

  Ivan Thamma 3.85 #633-B12 #231-B14, #27-B12 Homer Peabody Tourn December Rd 16-Loss Thanksgiving Vacation Tourn November Q-Loss Todd Short Jr Tourn October F-Win 

              

10 Player Name 
Current GPA 
(out of 4.0) National Rank & Age Section Rank & Age Tournament Month Result Tournament Month Result Tournament Month Result 

  Daniel Dulay 3.85 N/A #32-B10 Homer Peabody Jr Tourn December Q-Loss Laguna Niguel Thanksgiving Open November Rd 16-Loss Thanksgiving Vacation Jr Tourn November S-Loss 

              

11 Player Name 
Current GPA 
(out of 4.0) National Rank & Age Section Rank & Age Tournament Month Result Tournament Month Result Tournament Month Result 

  Peter Trhac 3.9 #1017-B14 #130-B14 Homer Peabody Jr Tourn December Rd 16-Loss Thanksgiving Vacation Jr Tourn November Rd 64-Loss Los Caballeros Jr Tourn September Rd 64-Loss 

              

12 Player Name 
Current GPA 
(out of 4.0) National Rank & Age Section Rank & Age Tournament Month Result Tournament Month Result Tournament Month Result 

  Patrick Trhac 3.95 #537-B12 #354-B14, #75-B12 Homer Peabody Jr Tourn December S-Loss Thanksgiving Vacation Jr Tourn November Rd 32-Loss USTA National Opens November Rd 64-Loss 

              

13 Player Name 
Current GPA 
(out of 4.0) National Rank & Age Section Rank & Age Tournament Month Result Tournament Month Result Tournament Month Result 

  Steven Chen 4 #1085-B16 #70-B16, #4-B14 USTA National Opens November Rd 64-Loss So Cal Jr Sect Doubles November Rd 32-Loss Northridge Matador Jr Tourn September Rd 32-Loss 

              

14 Player Name 
Current GPA 
(out of 4.0) National Rank & Age Section Rank & Age Tournament Month Result Tournament Month Result Tournament Month Result 

  Djori Berger-Weeks 3 N/A N/A N/A                 

              

15 Player Name 
Current GPA 
(out of 4.0) National Rank & Age Section Rank & Age Tournament Month Result Tournament Month Result Tournament Month Result 

  Dean Tuazon 3.95 #1004-B12 #66-B12 Todd Short Jr Tourn October S-Loss             


