
USTA Advocates for Physical Fitness at National Health Through Fitness Day 

Photo:  Barry Ford, USTA Director of Public Affairs 

and Advocacy; Herschel Walker, retired NFL Pro and 

Heisman Trophy Winner; and others discuss public 

policies that will increase participation in sports and 

fitness activities to improve healthy and active life-

styles.  Credit:  SGMA.  

 

 

  

 

 

The USTA was a presenting sponsor for the Sporting Good Manufacturers Association’s 

(SGMA) 13th Annual National Health Through Fitness Day on March 7th.  More than 

125 celebrity athletes and leaders in the sports and fitness industry descended upon Capi-

tol Hill to talk with Members of Congress about the issue of physical fitness and to ask 

for support of two pieces of legislation (PEP and PHIT) that will help “Get America 

Moving to Improve Health”.  For more information, visit http://www.sgma.com/

publicpolicy/health-day/2012recap. 

 

 

Congressional Black Caucus (CBC) Institute Annual Meeting, Myrtle Beach, SC 

In February, the USTA presented on 10 and Under Tennis and the NJTL network during 

the Congressional Black Caucus Institute’s annual meeting.  The panel was moderated by 

Congressman James Clyburn, Assistant Democratic Leader.  It was the first the policy-

makers of the CBC were exposed to the work of the USTA in many of the communities 

that they represent.  It is part of our ongoing work to build and deepen relationships that 

will foster strong support for USTA initiatives. 

 

 

Foundations Inc.’s Beyond School Hours Conference, San Francisco 

The USTA presented a workshop entitled, “Tennis and Education for the Perfect Match 

After-School,” during the Foundations, Inc.’s Beyond School Hours Conference in Feb-

ruary — one of the largest conferences for the after-school field in the country.  We pre-

sented on the many ways in which the USTA supports tennis and education programming 

in the after-school space, from supervised play opportunities like Kids Clubs to the com-

prehensive, full service tennis-themed after-school programs like NJTL chapters. For 

more information, visit http://foundationsinc.org/beyond-school-hours-xv. 

 

 
Be an Advocate for Tennis!  Are you committed to growing tennis in your community 

but need to develop your advocacy skills?  Get the instruction and training you need to be 

an advocate for tennis by exploring our educational materials located at http://

www.usta.com/About-USTA/TheBigServe/interactive_advocacy/ on The Big Serve web-

site.  To receive our news updates, register on the Take Action page. 
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Contact Us:  

advocacy@usta.com 

 

  www.usta.com/thebigserve 

 

Noteworthy Events 
 
BOOST Best Out-of-School 

Time Conference, April 25-28, 

2012, Palm Springs, CA 

www.boostconference.org/ 

 

Afterschool for All Challenge, 

May 8-9, 2012, Washington, DC 

at the Marriott Wardsman Park 

Hotel 

www.afterschoolalliance.org/

challenge.cfm 

 

USTA Advocacy Days, May 9-

11, 2012, Washington, DC— 

The Boards of  USTA and 

USTA Serves and NJTL repre-

sentatives will help present the 

work of the USTA and the pow-

er of tennis to Washington poli-

cy makers. 

  

The Big Serve is on Face-

book — “Like” Now! 

We’re all advocates of tennis in 

our own way, but if you’re on 

Facebook there’s a great way 

you can show your support of 

tennis — “Like” The Big Serve.  

 

Through The Big Serve advoca-

cy initiative, the USTA is con-

necting our members’ passion 

for tennis with the issues affect-

ing the communities and spaces 

where tennis is played.  The goal 

of the USTA’s Big Serve Face-

book page is to increase aware-

ness of the policies that affect 

the tennis community. 

www.facebook.com/
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